Codex Nicholson

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional Paper
Number 4



Codex Nicholson

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional Paper
Number 4

Brian Dervin Dillon and Matthew A. Boxt, Editors



Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional Paper

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional Papers and the Pacific Coast Archaeologi-
cal Society Quarterly are publications of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS), which
was organized in 1961. PCAS is a group of avocationists and professionals that was originally
founded to study and to preserve the anthropological and archaeological history of the original
inhabitants of Orange County, California, and adjacent areas. The Publications Committee invites
the submittal of original contributions dealing with regional history and prehistory. Although
PCAS is especially interested in reports which shed further light on the early inhabitants of
coastal southern California, it is always interested in reports on the wider Pacific Coast region.

Information about subscriptions to the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly and the PCAS
Newsletter is available online at www.pcas.org. Back issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological
Papers and the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available. An index to the PCAS
Quarterly, Volumes 1 through 40, is available as Volume 40, Numbers 3 & 4. This searchable index
is online at www.pcas.org. In addition to this issue, three Occasional Papers, on Catalina Island,
Mexican Majolica, and the Peralta Adobe, have also been published. To place an order, receive
information about the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, or submit an article for publication,
email publications@pcas.org or write: Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, PO Box 10926, Costa
Mesa, California, 92627. Additional information is available at www.pcas.org. PCAS is not respon-
sible for delivery of publications to subscribers who have not furnished a timely change of address.

Recent issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available at www.
pcas.org and can be downloaded and viewed, but not printed. Articles appearing in the
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are abstracted in Historical Abstracts and
America: History and Life. This Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional Paper
is copyrighted © 2012 by the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society. ISSN 0552-7252.

PCAS Officers 2012

President Scott Findlay
Vice President Joe Hodulik
Secretary Kathleen Shada

Treasurer Bob Brace



Contents

Part 1: Biographical Sketches

| 315 (e Yo LD To7 5 o WS RRR 1
Brian Dervin Dillon and Matthew A. Boxt

2. H. B. Nicholson: September 5, 1925-March 2, 2007 ..........ccovvveevcvrercrreennnnn. 7
Bruce Nicholson

3. Nick Makes the Supreme Effort ..........cccoovieiiiiiniiieieeeeeeeeeen 15
Eric Nicholson

4. Scholar, Intellectual, FAther ...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaes 18
Alice Nicholson

5. 1952: Nick at the Peabody .........cccuieeiiiiiriiiiieeeeeeeeee e 19
John B. Glass

6. 1956: [ Siga [a HUCIGA? ............ooeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeee e e 23
René Millon

7. 1956: Nick Comes t0 UCLA........ovvviiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 25
Brian Dervin Dillon

8. 1957: Travels with Nick i MEXICO ...ccovuvvviiiieiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 29
David M. Pendergast

9. 1958: Nick’s Narrow Escape—Chimalhuacan and Beyond.......................... 39

Rudolph C. Troike

Part 2: Reminiscences

10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

Nick: Fully Engaged ........coocvvieiiiiiiiieeeeee et 47
Philip P. Arnold

A Sharp Intellect and a Caring SPirit ........ccceeeevveeriieeriieeriee e 48
Wendy Ashmore

The Champollion of the AZtECS.......eievviieeiieeiieeeeeeeee e 50
Elizabeth Baquedano

Hail t0 NICK ... 54
Marilyn Beaudry-Corbett

CO QUALTT ONLLT ...ttt e 55

Francis F. Berdan

il



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

In the Z0ne With NICK .....e it e e 57
Matthew A. Boxt

The Great NItPICKeT ...ccvvveiiiieeiie e 59
David Carrasco

A MOAEIN AZLEEC oot 62
C. William Clewlow

Off to the Races With NiCK........coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 63
Sarah Cline

Tlamating fOr OUT TIME........oooveiuuviiiiiii e 65
Michael D. Coe

Homenaje a H. B. NiChOISON ........coocuiiiiiiieiiiecee e 67
Alana Cordy-Collins

ElLGranm TIQtOANT ..............ooooooeeeeiiiiiiiieieeeiieeeee et 69
Brian Dervin Dillon

NICK 1N EUIOPE ....veiiieeeie ettt 76
Wolfgang Haberland

AlLTammMEd UD ..o 77
Robert Haskett

“Hank™ the NOVEIIST....cccuveiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeee e 80
David H. Kelley

Nicholson’s Sacred Realm of the AZteC.......uvvvvviiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiciieeee, 81
Richard M. Leventhal

Nick in the City of Quetzalcoatl ..........ccooevvieiiiieiiiieieceeeeeeee e, 85
Michael D. Lind

Nick and the HIStOIIanS........ooovuvviviiiiiiiieeecieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 87
James Lockhart

Fond Memories of H. B. NiChOISON..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieciiieeeeeeees 89
Alfredo Lopez Austin

H. B. Nicholson: Wise Man and Friend...........ccccoovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeens 92
Eduardo Matos Moctezuma

A Close Encounter with H. B. NicholSOn .........ccccccooevvvviiiiiiieiieiiiieiieen, 95
Geoffrey G. McCafferty

A Mexican Student Discovers “Dr. NIiCK™.....ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeiiee, 97
Xavier Noguez

A Born Raconteur and Warm Human Being...........cccoooeiviiiiiiiinineeen. 99
Guilhem Olivier

NIck™s Chalchiluit] ...................coooeeiiiiiiieeeei e 101
Gary Pahl



34, A Formidable VOICE.......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 103
Jeanette Favrot Petersen

35. Disciples of “NICh-NESS”.......c..eiiiiieeiieeieeee e 104
Matthew Restall

36. MY FaVOTIte GUY ....ccouiieeiiieeiieeciee ettt e s 107
Susan Schroeder

37. “Auld Lang SYNE™ .......ccooiiiiiiieeiieeeee ettt 108
Nancy Troike

ReferenCes CIted ... ..oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e 113

Cover: Quetzalcoatl from Codex Magliabecchiano, redrawn by Miguel Covarrubias (1947).



About the Editors

Brian Dervin Dillon is a fifth generation Californian with roots going back to the Gold Rush.
The son of noted historian Richard H. Dillon, he is a Phi Beta Kappa, Fulbright Fellow, and
winner of many academic awards, grants and fellowships. At age 25, Dillon was the youngest
ever UC Berkeley archaeology Ph.D. Widely published in both Mesoamerican and California
archaeology, he was associated with UCLA for more than a quarter-century, where he was a
friend and colleague of H. B. Nicholson. Since 1972, he has done archaeology in more than 40
of California’s 58 counties. Beginning in 1974, Dillon has done archaeological field research
in every part of Guatemala, and also in Honduras, Panama and Costa Rica. Now retired from
academia, Dillon continues to do archaeological fieldwork and writing.

Matthew A. Boxt is a New York native who came to California some 40 years ago. He is a lec-
turer of anthropology at California State University, Northridge. Boxt earned his BA from UC
Berkeley and his MA and Ph.D. under the tutelage of H. B. Nicholson at UCLA. Since 1978,
Boxt has done archaeological fieldwork in Belize, Guatemala, Mexico, and 15 California coun-
ties. He is interested in a broad range of topics and geographical areas. In recent years Boxt has
served as “Guest Editor” to the PCASQ, contributing original research articles about Alta and
Baja California.

The Codex Nicholson is the latest joint effort of Dillon and Boxt, whose collaboration on field,
laboratory, and publication projects dates back more than 34 years to the terminal BCE (Before
the Computer Era) period, when the written word was conveyed by manual typewriters to on-
ionskin paper.

vi



Nick Nicholson
at the Tenth Annual UCLA Maya Weekend, October 11-12, 2003.
UCLA Institute of Archaeology photo.
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