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The California Archaeological Site Stewardship 
Program (CASSP) trains and supports volunteer site 
stewards from the public to observe and report on the 
conditions of their assigned archaeological and histor-
ical sites. In this presentation, we highlight some pre-
vious CASSP training workshops and events, and 
describe current activities and plans. 

 Site stewardship is meaningful work. Volunteers 
make a difference by helping to preserve the heritage 
resources that have defined their communities and 
influence their futures. They engage in experiential 
learning by exploring unique, and sometimes hidden, 
places. They meet interesting people and make new 
friends outside of their daily activities. 

  CASSP is provided by the Partners for Archaeo-
logical Site Stewardship, a California nonprofit 

Zoom Meeting 

October 8, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.  

October is Archaeology Month. 

Join our October Zoom meeting! 

State Parks archaeologist tells workshop participants 
about the site that they are visiting. 
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By Albert Knight  

 Our September 10 presenter was Dr. Ted Goebel, 
who received his PhD from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks in 1983. He is currently Professor and Chair 
of the Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Kansas, in Lawrence, Kansas (from where he was 
when speaking to us). Dr. Goebel has geographically 
wide professional experience and has conducted re-
search in Siberia, the Russian Far East, Alaska, the 
Great Basin, and Patagonia. Research in these regions 
has helped give him a broad understanding of the vari-
ous issues involved in understanding how the peopling 
of the Americas came about. In the specific case of Dr. 
Goebel’s presentation, the question of what we now 
know about how Paleo-Indigenous peoples settled into 
extreme cold and arid environments at the end of the 
Pleistocene, using the results of his research at the 
Bonneville Estates Rockshelter, was addressed. The 
talk included a description of the site and its setting, 
the archaeological excavations that were conducted 
there for a quarter century (ending in 2009), and an 
overview of findings to date.  

The deposits in the rockshelter provide a complex 
but near continuous 13,000+ year record; the stratigra-
phy included some 18 distinct layers. There is evi-
dence for minor disturbance due to burrowing rodents, 
and the deposits are made up of somewhat coarse ma-
terial, with much evidence of periodic rock fall. This 
coarse “soil” is probably the reason that the site has 
“one of the most thorough and protracted archaeologi-
cal site chronologies in the Americas.” Note that alt-
hough the shelter was only partially excavated, some 
156 hearths were found.  

The setting of the site is interesting: the rockshel-
ter is located on the high stand of Pleistocene Lake 
Bonneville and was formed by wave action at the 
high stand. The shelter, however, was not utilized 
until many years later. Dr. Goebel feels that the edge 
of the lake was as much as 5 miles to the east at the 
time people arrived. He also noted that there are no 
close sources of fresh water, and it does not appear 
that there were any convenient sources of fresh water 
in the distant past.  

PCAS September speaker, Dr. Ted Goebel. 

Continued on p. 3. 

Bonneville Estates Rockshelter. 
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Board of Directors 
Election 

 

 

  The PCAS Nominations Committee presents 
the following nominees: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A hiatus in use of the Bonneville shelter began 
about 10,000 YBP, due to the area becoming desic-
cated. This hiatus lasted for 2,000 years or longer, 
with use picking up again during the Archaic period, 
about 8,000 YBP, as indicated by the appearance of 
large side-notched (atlatl) points, manos, and metate 
fragments. The closer lithic sources were now being 
used; the newer population was definitely more at-
tuned to the locally available resources. Baskets were 
also now being used, and the hearths were deeper and 
more defined, and often full of now datable charcoal, 
ash, and microfossils. The most common fuel in the 
early archaic was ephedra! Although Dr. Goebel’s did 
not mention it, one can assume that the ephedra was 
also being used as an early “energy drink.” Archaeo-
logical evidence also shows that the shelter was now 
being lived in during multiple seasons, and there is 
evidence that all five of the area’s vegetation commu-
nities were now being exploited. Interestingly, the use 
of sage grouse decreased considerably while the use 
of hares and rabbits increased. Bison remains were 
present as were numerous human coprolites. The cop-
rolites are, of course, an excellent source of infor-
mation about what people were eating and the status 
of their health.  

 Note that the site is located on private property, 
and the location is confidential. For this reason, Dr. 
Goebel requested that his talk not be recorded for 
posting to the PCAS YouTube channel. The talk was 

9):1. 

of the Intermountain West, Quaternary Re-
search, and reports by the DRI Scientific Research 
Institute). The 15 May 2001 issue of Quaternary Sci-
ence Reviews (Volume 260) includes a paper titled 
“Prehistoric Human Response to Climate Change in 
the Bonneville Basin, Western North America: The 
Bonneville Estates Rockshelter Radiocarbon Chro-
nology,” which covers much of the subject matter 
discussed in our September program.  

September Speakers Notes 



October 2026                                                                PCAS Newsletter                                                               Vol. 65, No. 10 

 

 

4 

DIG THIS ...  

DIG THIS …..            

 

Fall Gathering at Malki Museum will have Native 

American demonstrations and information tables. 11-

795 Malki Rd, Banning, October 10, 11 am–3 pm. 

Free. Lunch (12 pm): $15 suggested donation. Infor-

mation: https://malkimuseum.org. 

Arch in the Park, a San Diego County Archaeologi-
cal Society event. Los Penasquitos Ranch House, 
12122 Canyonside Park Dr, San Diego, October 17, 
10 am–3 pm. Free. Information: sdcas.org/
upcomingevents. 
 
 

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 
newsletter@pcas.org.  
 
Visit https://www.pcas.org for all the latest news. 

Lectures 
 
Faras, A Nubian Christian Cathedral, Dr. Solange 
Ashb (UCLA), a part of the Archaeology of the Bibli-
cal Lands Distinguished Lecture Series. Bowers Muse-
um, October 3, 1:30 pm. Fee: $20; members and stu-
dents $15. Information and ticket purchase: 
www.bowers.org/index.php/programs. 
 
Old Kingdom Ritual Texts and Religious Beliefs, by 
Dr. Brendan Hainline (Metropolitan Museum of Art), 
ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lecture, October 10, 
1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and ARCE members free. 
Recorded lecture available one week after onsite 
event. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE members free. 
Ticket purchase and information: www.bowers.org/
index.php/programs. 
 
What was the REAL Paleodiet?, by Briana Pobiner 
(Smithsonian). An AIA Archaeology Hour Zoom lec-
ture, October 21, 5 pm (PT). Free. Information and 
registration: https://www.archaeological.org/programs/
public/lectures/archaeologyhour. 
 
The Hidden Influence of Nubia in Ancient Egypt, by 
Kathryn Howley (Institute of Fine Arts, NYU). A Get-
ty Zoom lecture, October 26, 12 pm. Free. Registration 
required. Information: www.getty.edu/calendar/nubia-
in-ancient-egypt.  
 

 
Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:  
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403. 

 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 

The SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting will be 
held at the Donner Memorial Visitor Center, October 
3, 10 am–5 pm. Contact SCA Northern Vice President 
Connor Buitenhuys to submit a paper or for more in-
formation: connor@scahome.org. The SCA Southern 
Data Sharing Meeting will be held at the Annenberg 
Science Complex, CSU Los Angeles, October 10, 10 
am–4 pm. Information and registration for both Data 
Sharing Meetings: https://scahome.org/events.  

Classes, Meetings, and Events  (continued) 

Sign Up for Ralphs  

Community Rewards 

 

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to 
Community Rewards. Link your card by 
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological 
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization 
number, QT023. 

2. Call 800-576-4377 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

https://malkimuseum.org
https://sdcas.org/upcomingevents
https://sdcas.org/upcomingevents
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
https://www.pcas.org
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs
https://www.bowers.org/index.php/programs
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.getty.edu/calendar/nubia-in-ancient-egypt/
https://www.getty.edu/calendar/nubia-in-ancient-egypt/
https://sdcas.org/upcomingevents
http://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
mailto:connor@scahome.org
https://scahome.org/events
http://www.ralphs.com
https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS Speaker Calendar Zoom Meeting 
 

Email a new Zoom registration request by 
noon on Thursday, October 8 to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed 
link to the meeting.

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome 
with registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your 

webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any 
technical problems prior to the beginning of the 
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. 

 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2026 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $50 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2026 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

 Office Name Email Phone 

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

*Hospitality Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730 

*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999  

*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393  

*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick  strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor Mark Sutton publications@pcas.org 661-203-8670 

 Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

