October PCAS Speaker
Dr. Ian Straughn

Archaeology in Interim Spaces:
Excavation and Pedagogy at the Historic
Bonita Camp Site on the UCI Campus

In-Person and Zoom Meeting
October 12, 7:30 pm.

In-person meeting location change to
IRWD building. See link to map.
Speaker will be present. See p. 4.

Prior to William Pereira’s grand architectural
interventions in higher education, the land that
would become the UCI campus housed an outpost
of the Irvine Ranch operations. Today, what
remains of the Bonita Camp site, are three
unoccupied and rapidly deteriorating early 20th
century farm houses. Colloquially known as “The
Farm,” its incorporation as part of the campus has
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witnessed uses ranging from an ethnographic
laboratory, an experimental K-8 school, and now
an archaeological classroom. Using data gathered
from three sessions of excavation as part of the “I
DIG UCI” field methods course, this talk will
explore how such interim spaces operate as
particular nodes of learning and doing within the
framework of totalizing forms of land development
embodied in the Irvine master plan and UCI’s role
as catalyst. The research presented explores
whether any future preservation of the site
necessarily involves the destruction of its interim
character and the opportunities which that affords
in creating a diversity of loosely regulated spaces
on a public university campus. Put differently, we
can ask the question: What possibility is there for
such an intensely planned and regularized campus
like UCI to maintain such a site indefinitely as an
interim space? At what point do ruins simply need
to be dealt with?

Dr. Straughn is Assistant Professor of Teaching
in the Department of Anthropology at UCI where
he specializes in the archaeology of the Middle
East post-late antiquity and developing pedagogical
innovations in training students with interests in the
archaeological record. His research has included
excavation and survey in Syria, Jordan, Armenia,
and elsewhere focused on the Islamic periods at
sites such as Petra. Other projects have included
work with Arabic manuscripts from Timbuktu in
connection with the British Libraries Endangered
Archives Programme, as well as the politics and
practice of heritage across the Muslim World.

Since joining UCI in 2017, after more than a
decade as a faculty member with Brown
University’s Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology
and the Ancient World, his work has explored new
approaches to engaging and training
undergraduates in archaeology through object and
project-based learning. Examples include the
Egyptomania Postcard Project, the Tomb of the
Social Sciences, “I Dig UCI”, as well as
collaborations with the archaeology team at OC
Parks. He received his doctorate in anthropology
from the University of Chicago.
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PCAS Board Election

Three positions on the PCAS Board of Directors
will be filled in this election. PCAS members will re-
ceive ballots for the election of Directors by email in
mid-October. These ballots must be returned by No-
vember 9, 2023, and can only be returned electronical-
ly or by USPS mail. To vote in this election, one must
be a 2023 PCAS member by October 12, 2023 (date of
record). Newly elected Board members will be an-
nounced in the December newsletter and will take of-
fice in January 2024. Please return your ballot—we
need a quorum for this election!

The PCAS Nominations Committee presents the
following nominees:

Megan Galway received her MA in Anthropology
from CSUF in 2006. Her interest in archaeology began
in 1992 with a one-week field school at Crow Canyon.
Since then, Megan has attended several field schools
in the Southwest and California, her principal geo-
graphic areas of interest. She was a PCAS scholarship
recipient in 1996, and during her subsequent associa-
tion with PCAS, she has functioned as Membership
Chair, Scholarship Committee Co-Chair, Secretary,
Vice President, and President. Megan is a strong pro-
ponent of public outreach and education, participating
in the Garfield Academy outreach project and other
PCAS outreach efforts and enjoys traveling to areas of
archaeological interest.

Joe Hodulik received a BS in Environmental En-
gineering Technology from the New Jersey Institute of
Technology in 1977. Joe developed a deep interest in
archaeology growing up in the farmlands of New Jer-
sey. In his semi-retirement, he owns and operates A
Source of Pride—an art framing/restoration, awards,
and engraving business in Arroyo Grande, CA. A for-
mer PCAS Board member, for many years he has been
(and currently is) serving as the Program Chair. Pre-
Covid, he organized and operated the main PCAS
scholarship fundraising effort known as the Donation-
Award Table at each general membership meeting.

Patrick O. Maxon, MA, RPA, earned a BA at
Towson State University in Towson, Maryland, and an
MA in Anthropology (Archaeology emphasis) from
CSU Fullerton in 1994. He has worked as a consultant
in cultural resources management for 30 years begin-
ning at RMW Paleo Associates in Mission Viejo fol-
lowed by stints with SWCA, Chambers Group, Bon-
Terra Consulting, and Psomas, and the last six years as
Director, Cultural Services, VCS Environmental in
San Juan Capistrano. There he manages a team of sci-
entists that conducts the full range of archaeological,
paleontological, and built environment projects for
public and private clients. His interests include Pleis-
tocene cultures, the peopling of the Americas, tribal
consultation, site preservation, and European archaeol-
ogy. He has been a member of PCAS since 1999.

A

PCAS President Stephen O’Neil and September speaker,
Dr. Philip de Barros.

September Speaker Notes

Distinguishing Early and Later
Iron Age Cultures in Bassar (Togo)
Using Mortuary Patterns and Ceramics

By Megan Galway

Technical difficulties prevented Dr. Philip de Bar-
ros from showing his announced presentation on
Coachella Valley pottery, so instead he spoke on his
extensive studies of African iron cultures.

The presentation’s focus was on the Bassar region
of northern Togo and whether the current Bassar popu-
lation was descendant from the earlier, previously iden-
tified Dekpassanware people. Iron working has a long
tradition in the region, dating back to around 400 BC,
and the technology and kilns are unique to the area,
unlike any found in Europe or elsewhere. The region
became a major production area around AD 1200.

Much of Dr. Barros’ work involved burials found
in a number of excavations, and significant differences
in burial methods indicated a distinct cultural differ-
ence. The earlier burials, identified as Dekpassanware,
were in many cases scattered or moved aside, with iron
bracelets, anklets, and necklaces in association. Men,
woman, and children were buried together. There was
little obvious orientation or positioning of the bodies,
but this may have been due to later disturbance.

Dr. de Barros was told by local Bassar associates
that these early burials were very different from their
current burials, and this was seen in more recent sites.
The Bassar have many types of cemeteries varying by
age and gender, spiritual leadership, or married or sin-
gle status. “Bad deaths’ such as drowning or being
struck by lightning result in burial at the location of
death. Burials had some bracelets but not as many as
the earlier sites. Many burial chambers were located at
the bottom of narrow shafts. In general, it was thought
that these were two distinctly different cultures.
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Lectures

Art in Context | Life and Death Along the Nile: Un-
covering Ancient Egypt, by Sandra Haynes,
(Professor Emeritus, Art Historian), a six-part series.
Bowers Museum, Wednesdays, October 4-November
8, 11 am—noon. Fee: Series $75, members $50; single
lecture $15, members$10. Information and purchase:
www.bowers.org.

Living Room Lecture: It’s Grind Time, by Dr. Jon
Spenard (CSU San Marcos), will present ancestral
Maya quarries and ground stone tool workshops. A
Zoom lecture of the San Diego Archaeological Cen-
ter, October 12, 6:30 pm. Free—pay what you want.
Information and registration: sandiegoarchaeolo-
gy.org/buffalo-hill-quarries.

The Archaeology of Egyptian Christianity, by Dr.
Nicola Aravecchia (Washington University, St. Lou-
is). An ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lecture, Octo-
ber 14, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and ARCE mem-
bers free. Recorded lecture available one week after
onsite event. Fee: $10, Bowers and ARCE members
free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Recording the Great Murals of Texas, by Karen
Stellman (Shumla Science Director). A virtual lecture
of the San Diego Rock Art Association, October 15, 4
pm. Free. Information and registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org.

Haunted Landscapes, by Sandra Pentney and Karen
Lacy, a Halloween themed lecture of the San Diego
County Archaeological Society, Los Penasquitos
Ranch House, 12122 Canyonside Park Dr, San Die-
go, October 25, 7:30 pm. Free. Information:

sdcas.org.

Warfare in Ancient Persia, by Dr. John W. L. Lee
(UC Santa Barbara), a lecture of the AIA, Orange
County Chapter. DeNault Auditorium in Grimm Hall,
Concordia University, 530 Concordia West, Irvine,
October 29, 2 pm. Fee: $10; students and members
free. Information: www.aia-oc.org.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Archaeology Day, at the Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, will have hands-on activities
and presentations. Santa Monica Mountains Visitors
Center, 26876 Mulholland Hwy, Calabasas, October
14,9 am-2:30 pm. Early Archeology and the Public
in 19th Century America, by Dr. James Snead (CSU
Northridge), 11 am—12 pm; Stewarding the Past and
Present: Chumash and University Collaborations
at CSU Channel Islands, by Dr. Colleen M. Delaney
(CSU Channel Islands), 12 pm—1 pm; Why Archeolo-
gy in National Parks?, by Laura Kirn (Channel Is-
lands National Park), 1 pm—2 pm. Information:
www.samofund.org/outdoors-calendar.

Prehistoric OC, presented by OC Parks, will celebrate
archaeology, paleontology, history, culture, and sci-
ence with exhibits, demonstrations, and hands-on ac-
tivities. Ralph B. Clark Regional Park, October 14, 10
am—2 pm. Event and parking free. Information:
www.ocparks.com/events/prehistoric-oc-clark-park.

Archaeology Day, sponsored by Riverside County
Parks and the AIA, Riverside Chapter, will have
demonstrations and hands-on activities. Hidden Valley
Wildlife Area, 11401 Arlington Ave, Riverside, Octo-
ber 14, 10 am—2 pm. Free, $5 parking

Fall Gathering at Malki Museum will have Native
American demonstrations and information tables. 11-
795 Malki Rd, Banning, October 21, 11 am-3 pm.
Free. Lunch: $10 suggested donation. Information:
https://malkimuseum.org.

Arch in the Park, a San Diego County Archaeological
Society event. Los Penasquitos Ranch House, 12122
Canyonside Park Dr, San Diego, October 21, 10 am—3
pm. Free. Information: sdcas.org/upcomingevents.

Rock Art 2023 Virtual Symposium sponsored by the
San Diego Rock Art Association will be November 4.
Free. T-shirt orders must be placed by October 15.
Information and registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing
prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to news-
letter@pcas.org.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

In-Person Meeting

Location: IRWD Building (location change)
15600 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine

PCAS Speaker Calendar

November 9, 2023
Dr. James Kennett

See map link: www.pcas.org/meetings.html

The Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses
the causes or activities of organizations that use the District’s
meeting rooms which are made available for public use.

Zoom Meeting

e Email a new Zoom registration request by noon
on Thursday, October 12, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed link
to the meeting.

e QGuests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

Massive Effects and Consequences of the Younger
Dryas Cometary Impact with Earth 12,800 Years Ago

December 14, 2023

Dr. Scott Sunell

A Guiding Light: The Piedra de Lumbre Quarry,
Flaked Stone Tools, and Precontact Archaeology
Aboard MCB Camp Pendleton

January 11, 2024
Dr. Loren G. Davis

TBA

February 8, 2024
David Nichols
TBA

March 14, 2024
Dr. Daniel Potter
TBA
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2023

Office

*Vice—President
*Secretary

*Treasurer
*Historian/Librarian
*Refreshments
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Field Trips

Membership

Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs

Publicist

Quarterly Editor
Scholarship

Zoom Coordinator

*PCAS Board Member

Name

Steve O’Neil
Stephen Dwyer
Rene Brace
Jane Gothold
Irene Foster
Joe Hodulik
Stephen Dwyer
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik
Steve O’Neil
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

Email

vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org

PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Phone

949-677-2391
714-969-1911
714-544-6282
562-947-6506
714-828-0942
949-300-1864
714-969-1911
714-539-6354

nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391

newsletter@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org

714-544-6282
949-300-1864

publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391
scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354
zoomhost@pcas.org 714-969-1911

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2023 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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