OCTOBER PCAS SPEAKER
Dr. Colleen M. Delaney

Tales from the Guadalasca: 3,000 Years
of History at CSU Channel Islands

CSU Channel Islands is located on a portion of
the Mexican era land grant Rancho Guadalasca. This
30,000+ acre parcel of land in Ventura County, Cali-
fornia, has an amazing history which serves as a mi-

PCAS NEWSLETTER

THE MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Volume 60 Numbers 10 ISSN 0270-6776

Free Zoom Meeting

October 14, 7:30 pm

Registration required
Please see instructions on p. 4.

crocosm for the history of the United States. In this
talk, Dr. Delaney will discuss the Chumash, Mexi-
can, and American occupations of this region. Peo-
ple and activities introduced include the Chumash

Dr. Colleen M. Delaney
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and their ancestors, illiterate grantee Ysabel Yorba
(sister of the famed Yorbas of Orange County), Jew-
ish cattle ranchers, Japanese sugar beet farmers,
Basque sheepherders, hopeful steamship operators,
railroad workers, US Coast survey crews, staff and
patients at the Camarillo State Mental Hospital, and
finally, university faculty, staff, and students.
—

———

CSU Channel Islands landscape.

Dr. Delaney is Professor and Chair of Anthropol-
ogy at CSU Channel Islands. Prior to coming to CI,
she taught at Moorpark College and CSU Fullerton.
Her research interests are eclectic, having conducted
fieldwork in Australia, Germany, and throughout the
United States. Her published work includes an actual-
istic bone project to assist with interpretations of Plio-
cene hominin behavior, Mississippian and Late
Woodland occupations of Illinois, and Chumash era
collections from repositories and local archaeological
sites on the mainland as well as the Northern Channel
Islands. Currently she is engaged in a provenance
study focused on determining the provenance of the
stone employed in the production of ground stone
mortars from Oxnard Plain sites.

October is Archaeology Month.
Join a Virtual Presentation!
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SEPTEMBER SPEAKER NOTES

Jade Earth, Turquoise Fire—
The Epiclassic Bifurcation of
Cosmology, Rank, and Prestige in
Mesoamerica and the Greater Southwest

By Megan Galway

Dr. Rubén G. Mendoza introduced this study at the
conference Trade Before Civilization at the University
of Gothenburg, Sweden, in 2016. He discussed the cos-
mological iconography of the Aztec Sunstone as it re-
lates to the earlier turquoise New Fire sign of Teoti-
huacan and how similar ideology echoes through Meso-
america and the southwestern United States. Much of
this study was based on the apparent value, use, and
trade of both jade and turquoise. Ceremonial robes seen
in murals and other paintings, once described as tie-
dyed, are now thought to be turquoise encrusted.
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Depiction of
Nezahualpilli,
ruler of Texcoco,
wearing blue
robe. Codex Ixtli-
Ixochitl.

During the formative period in Mesoamerica, vari-
eties of greenstone and other prestige goods were used
for decorative and iconic work. These included jade-
ite, serpentine, obsidian, and cinnabar. Turquoise was
more easily worked and became dominant over time.
A rich iconography enjoyed by the Maya appears
deeply rooted in the Olmec culture. A jade Olmec
pendant was found to be engraved with Maya glyphs.
Water was a central feature of settlements, as it is with
most cultures, and the concept of a “Water Mountain”
became significant in iconography. This is generally
depicted as a mountain with water spouting from its
slopes. Over time, cities in the region became more
diverse but shared similar iconography.

Dr. Rubén G. Mendoza

Teotihuacan is a well-known complex today with
carvings strongly representing much of this iconogra-
phy. The Pyramid of the Sun, or New Fire Temple,
once lured Maya lords who traveled 150 days for inves-
titure at the pyramid, but its construction far predates
this use. The Temple (or Pyramid) of the Feathered
Serpent, or Water Mountain, is rich with iconography
including depictions of fire serpent staffs used by the
Maya. Sixteen platforms are seen to represent the 16
kingdoms ruled by Teotihuacan, and icons previously
identified as war serpents are believed to represent wa-
ter. The temples were built over modified cavern sys-
tems, reinforcing the concept of a water mountain.

Teotihuacan
with Temple of
% the Sun in back-
ground.

The turquoise corridor employed a trade route
from Central Mexico to Chaco Canyon in the Ameri-
can Southwest, an overall distance of about 2,640 km.
Turquoise mines exist in the southwestern US but
have not been identified in Mexico. Turquoise has
been linked to fire or sun iconography, and this ap-
pears in Toltec and later Aztec iconography. Elabo-
rate masks inlaid with turquoise came later. Along
with the movement of turquoise to the south, there
was a northbound trade of such items as macaws,
copper bells, and cacao (which have been identified
as far north as southern Colorado).

This study shows that although we may consider
such cultures as Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Chacoan as
separate and somewhat unique, they have a deep con-
nection in ritual and iconography.
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CALIFORNIA
ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH

EaE

October is Archaeology Month! California
Archaeology Month is sponsored by the Society for
California Archaeology. Current posters are avail-
able at https://sfca.wildapricot.org/Sys/Store/.

Society for California Archaeology October2021

ARCHAEOPALOOZA

The Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National Park
will present Archaeopalooza in celebration of Califor-
nia Archaeology Month and as a tribute to Daniel
McCarthy, the Desert Institute instructor who died
earlier this year—October 2, 9 am-2 pm, Copper
Mountain College, Joshua Tree. Speakers will include
Dr. Brian Fagan (keynote speaker), Dr. Joan Schnei-
der, Dr. John Hale, and Dr. Jeanne Binning. The free
family-friendly event will have activities and outreach
tables. Admission is free. Stop by the PCAS table!
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Saturday, October 2, 2021
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9 Copper Mountain College
6162 Rotary Way

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 Thank you

to our Sponsors

meetings. He graduated from UC Berkeley with
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In Memoriam: Justin F. Farmer, 19262021

Justin F. Farmer passed away on July 28, 2021. He was a PCAS member and regularly attended PCAS lecture

| Indian Style Coiled Basket (2001), Southern California

a Geological Science degree in 1950. He ultimately settled in
southern California and worked as a traffic engineer for various
cities before establishing his own traffic engineering firm.

His grandmother was a San Diego County Native American
from the Julian area where Justin was raised. In the early 1970s
he started collecting Indian baskets and learned traditional bas-
ket weaving from his cousin, Christina Osuna Beresford. His
large collection of basketry and artifacts is now held by the
Pechanga Band of Luisefio Indians.

Justin was a very important part of the revitalization of
California basket weaving. He generously shared his
knowledge of basketry with classes, lectures, and by serving
on museum boards. His published books include Creating an

Luiseiio Baskets (2004), Basketry Plants Used by Western
Amrerican Indians (2010), Creating an Indian Style Coiled
Basket (2012), and Indian Cradles of California and the
Western Great Basin (2013).

PCAS extends its condolences to his family and many
friends.
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Lectures

The World Of The Erythraean Sea, by Dr. Brian
Fagan, 9:30 am; Archaeology in the Mongolian Gobi
Desert, by Dr. Joan Schneider, 10:30 am; The At-
latl: The Most Deadly Weapon You've Never Heard
Of, by Dr. John Hale, 12 pm; Flintknapping and
Experimental Archaeology, by Dr. Jeanne Binning,
1 pm; Practical Uses of the California Deserts Plants,
A Modern Take on Ethnobotany, by Yanina Aldao
Galvan, 2 pm. All Archaeopalooza lectures, Copper
Mountain College, 6162 Rotary Way, Joshua Tree,
October 2. Free.

Dresden Codex, the Maya Sacred Book, by
Bruce Love. A Coachella Valley Archaeological So-
ciety lecture, Portola Community Center, 45-480 Por-
tola Ave. Palm Desert, October 8, 6:30 pm. Free. In-
formation: www.cvarch.org.

Constructing the Sacred: Exploring the Ritual
Landscape of Saqqara in 3D, by Dr. Elaine Sullivan
(UC Santa Cruz ). An ARCE, Bowers Museum event.
Recorded lecture available for 24 hours. October 9.
Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE members free. Infor-
mation: www.bowers.org.

The El Vallecito Archaeological Project: La Ru-
morosa Style Rock Art in Context, by Antonio Por-
cayo-Michelini (INAH, Baja California Center). A
San Diego Rock Art Association Zoom lecture, Octo-
ber 10, 4 pm. Information and registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org.

Ancient Droughts, Fires, and Floods: Living with
the Elements in the Santa Monica Mountains, by
Dr. René Vellanoweth (CSU Los Angeles). A Ventu-
ra County Archaeological Society Zoom lecture, Oc-
tober 12, 7 pm. Free. Registration required:
VCAS.ARCH@gmail.com. Information:
www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com.

Living Room Lecture: Nathan Harrison Project, by
Dr. Seth Mallios (South Coastal Information Center).
A San Diego Archaeological Center Zoom lecture,
October 21, 6:30 pm. Donations suggested. Infor-

mation and required registration by October 21, 4 pm:

https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/nathan-harrison/.

Lectures (continued)

Magellan’s Pacific Crossing: New Discoveries in
One of the World’s Greatest Voyages, by Dr. Scott
M. Fitzpatrick (University of Oregon). A lecture of
the AIA, Orange County Chapter, October 27, 2 pm.
Information: www.aia-oc.org.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Society for California Archaeology Southern Data
Sharing Meeting will be held at Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park, October 16. Meeting is free; park en-
trance fee $30; Group camping available. Information
and registration: www.scahome.org/2020-sca-data-
sharing-meetings/.

Malki Museum’s Fall Gathering will have Native
American demonstrations and a yucca brush work-
shop. October 23, 11 am—3 pm. Noon lunch plate
suggested donation $10. Information; http://
malkimuseum.org/fall-gathering.

Rock Art 2021 Virtual Symposium sponsored by the
San Diego Rock Art Association, November 6. Three
sessions at 10 am, 1 pm, and 3 pm. Free. Required
registration, call for papers, and T-shirt sales:
www.sandiegorockart.org/index.htm.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.

PCAS Z00OM MEETING

e Email a registration request by noon on Thursday,
October 14, to membership@pcas.org.

e You will receive an email with a link to the Zoom
meeting.

® Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with reg-
istration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your mi-
crophone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR

Shop at AmazonSmile

i November 11, 2021
and Amazon will make P —
d donatlon to: Did the First Americans Initially Travel Along
. the Pacific Coast? Recent Research and New
Pacific Coast Directions
Archaeological Society
December 9, 2021
Get started Dr. Kevin Smith
‘ : A Technological Approach to Late Pleistocene
and Early Holocene Aquatic Adaptations in the
amazon Far West of North America
January 13, 2022
Visit Terry L. Jones

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178 Chendytes lawi: Big Lessons from a Little Duck
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2021 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Office Name
*President Scott Findlay
*Vice—President Steve O’Neil
*Secretary Gail Cochlin
*Treasurer Rene Brace
*Curator Hank Koerper
*Field Trips Stephen Dwyer
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro
*Voting Member Irene Foster
Archivist Gail Cochlin
Donation-Awards Coordinator ~ Joe Hodulik
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
Membership Megan Galway
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace
Programs Joe Hodulik
Publicist Joe Hodulik
Quarterly Co-Editor Alan-Garfinkel
Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil
Refreshments Gail Cochlin
Scholarship Megan Galway
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer

*PCAS Board Member

Email

president@pcas.org
vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer(@pcas.org
curator@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org
ifoster(@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org

programs(@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org

refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org

zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone
714-342-2534

949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

2021 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)
O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly — $40
O Newsletter — $20

www.pcas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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