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OCTOBER VIRTUAL SPEAKER PCAS QUARTERLY UPDATE

Eric Plunkett The PCAS Board is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Dr. Alan Garfinkel and Mr. Stephen
O’Neil as co-editors of the Pacific Coast Archeologi-

Zoom Meeting cal Quarterly. The PCAS Publications Committee is
soliciting papers for upcoming issues and invites the

OCt_Ober _8’ / pm . submittal of original contributions dealing with region-
Free registration required al history and prehistory. Information for authors can

be found www.pcas.org/pdfissues.html.

Please see instructions on p. 3.

Dr. Alan Garfinkel is a California and Great

The Portola Expedition Basin anthropologlst/arc?haeologlst: He is principally
) known for his work with the indigenous people of
n Orange Cou nty the Far West and for his studies of Native American

religion, material culture, and rock art in California
The 1769 Portola Expedition was the first Span- and the Great Basin. He is recognized for his pio-

ish overland expedition through what is now Orange neering studies in the regional prehistory of eastern
County. It marked a turning point in the history of California, far southern Sierra Nevada, and south-
California and provides us with our first written de- western Great Basin. He holds active research inter-
scriptions of the area and its Native inhabitants. ests in forager ecology, Native American consulta-
Mr. Plunkett and the late histornian Phil Brigandi tion in cultural resource management contexts, rock

art studies, peopling of the Americas, and the rela-
tionships between indigenous art and religion. He is
a recognized authority on the Coso Range rock art
traditions and Coso Region prehistory in general.
Garfinkel has formally published 10 books and 50
scientific articles. He was a recipient of California
State Governor’s Award for Historic Preservation in
2008 and 2011.

Dr. Garfinkel received his BA at CSU
Northridge and his MA and Ph.D. at the University
of California, Davis. He is founder and president of
the California Rock Art Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3),
nonprofit, scientific and educational conservation
organization dedicated to (Continued on p.3)

(Continued on p. 3)

October is Archaeology Month.

Join a Virtual Presentation!

Portrait of Gaspar de Portola.
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SEPTEMBER SPEAKER NOTES

Discovering a Subterranean World
Beneath Chichén Itza

By Megan Galway

Dr. James E. Brady, known for his pioneering
investigations of Maya caves, presented PCAS’s
first Zoom lecture in September. Caves have long
been known to have a spiritual significance to many
ancient cultures, and this is particularly true of the
cenotes of the Maya region of Mesoamerica. The
subterranean world beneath the Chichén Itz4 com-
plex was more central to Maya life than previously
understood. The Maya considered this underworld
to be the place of creation.

Since 2017 Dr. Brady and the Gran Aquifero
Maya (the Great Maya Aquifer Project) have been
studying the many cenotes in the Chichén Itza com-
plex, centering on El Castillo, or the Temple of Ku-
kulkan. The Maya word for cave is “chen” so Chi-
chén Itza translates as “edge of the cave of the
Itza.” It was discovered that intersecting lines with
the Castillo as the center point led to four outlying
caves or cenotes, and these were studied in detail.

Edward Thompson, who purchased Chichén Itza
in the 1890s, found that the Osario pyramid itself
was built directly over a deep shaft leading to a nat-
ural cave. In 2017 the shaft was cleared, and the
cave surveyed. The cave consists of seven chambers
surrounding a debris cone. Partway down the shaft
was a plaster floor, which had extended under the
walls of the shaft, suggesting that the cave was
sealed before the pyramid was built around AD
800. It had been suggested that an underground pas-
sage may exist between the Castillo and an outlying
pyramid and cave complex, the Osario, but none
was found.

Balancanché Cave, about 4 km from Chichén
Itza, had been visited by a number of early research-
ers, and a blocked passage was opened in 1959. Af-
ter one such visit local Maya protested and asked to
perform a ceremony to ask permission of the spirits.
The ceremony lasted 25 hours. Dr. Brady kept this
in mind and planned a ceremony in advance of his
investigations.

The Cave of Balamku was discovered in 1966
and remained closed for 60 years. Access to it was
difficult with low and narrow tunnels. Dr. Brady
describes the site as having “incredible richness.”

Balankancheé Cave.

This cave, like Balancanché Cave, contained
ceramic incensarios or incense burners, many of
which were whole vessels, a further indication that
these were indeed sacred places. Rather than risk
removing the whole vessels through the narrow
passageways, they were thoroughly documented,
and only sherds were removed for further analysis.
An important discovery was that organic and other
material remained in the incensarios including
stone and shell beads and, most surprisingly, pine
residue. Pines are not native to Yucatan. Study by a
paleoethnobotanist and radiocarbon dating is ex-
pected to provide greater insight into Maya ritual.
Study of the smoke layers within stalactites is also
hoped to provide information on periods of cultural
activity in the caves.

Dr. Brady was unable to continue with the pro-
ject this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but
he has plans to return as soon as possible There is
obviously a lot more to be found and learned.

Shaft below the Osario pyramid.
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PCAS Quarterly Update (continued from p. 1)

the preservation and enhancement of indigenous rock
art resources in Alta and Baja California.

Stephen O’Neil has over 30 years experience as
a cultural anthropologist in California. He has re-
searched and written on ethnography, archaeology,
and history, concentrating on the ethnohistory of
southern California tribal peoples. He received his
BA in anthropology from CSU Long Beach in 1980
and his MA in cultural anthropology at CSU Fuller-
ton. He has expertise in the use of mission records
for the study of population and social networks and
has research interests in southern Califor-
nia ethnobotany and rock art. Mr. O’Neil also has
archaeological experience, mostly on Native Ameri-
can prehistoric sites, but also with Spanish, Mexican,
and American period adobes. He has published in
the Journal of California and Great Basin Anthro-
pology, the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Quarterly, News from Native California, and
the Society for California Archaeology Newsletter on
topics ranging from village place names to cosmolo-
gy and medicinal plants. Mr. O'Neil has a long asso-
ciation with the Pacific Coast Archaeological Socie-
ty—he has been a member since 1975, gained field
experience on PCAS-sponsored excavations, and has
served as a board member and past president. He
grew up on the Orange County coast and now lives in
Laguna Canyon. Mr. O’Neil works as the Cultural
Resources Manager for UltraSystems Environmental
in Irvine, California.

PCAS ZooM MEETING

Email a registration request to member-
ship@pcas.org by noon on Thursday,
October 8.

You will receive an email shortly with a link
to the Zoom meeting.

Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome
with registration.

When the presentation starts, please mute
your microphone and turn off your
webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the
Zoom meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve
any technical problems prior to the beginning
of the PCAS General Meeting and lecture at
7:30 pm.

October Speaker (continued from p. 1)

co-authored the book, The Portold Expedition in Or-
ange County 1769-2019, which includes brief biog-
raphies of Capt. Gaspar de Portola and the other lead-
ers of the march, a new interpretation of their route
through Orange County, a new translation of the dia-
ry of Lt. Miguel Costansd, the expedition's military
engineer, and details on the expedition's encounters
with the Indians, local place names, and the lasting
influence of the expedition.

Eric Plunkett is a math and history teacher at
Travis Ranch Middle School in Yorba Linda. A native
of Placentia, he graduated with a degree in history
from California State University, Fullerton, in 2008.
He has published several articles and maintains a his-
tory blog at www.visionsofcalifornia.blogspot.com.
He is currently writing a series of articles about Mis-
sion San Juan Capistrano which he intends to publish
as a book.
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DIG THIS ... ﬁ'

Exploring Sacred Landscapes in the Mountains of
Arcadia, by Dr. Mary E. Voyatzis (University of
Arizona, Tuscon). A Cotsen Institute Zoom lecture,
October 3, 10 am. Free. Information: https://
ioa.ucla.edu. Registration to receive the link:
hellenic@humnet.ucla.edu.

Living Room Lecture: Ancient Geoglyphs, by
Anne Morgan (author of Geoglyphs of the Desert
Southwest, with Harry Casey photography). A San
Diego Archaeological Center Zoom lecture, Octo-
ber 8, 5:30 pm. Donations suggested. Information
and required registration: https://
sandiegoarchaeology.org/geoglyphs.

Grand Canyon's Interesting Side, by Dr. Ste-
phenie Slahor. A Coachella Valley Archaeological
Society Zoom lecture, October 9, 6:30 pm. Free.
Information: www.cvarch.org; required registra-
tion: cvasnews(@dc.rr.com.

Revealing the Practice of Tattooing in Ancient
Egypt, by Anne Austin (University of Missouri, St.
Louis). An ARCE/Bowers Museum online lecture,
October 10, 1:30 pm. Fee: $5; ARCE and Bowers
members free. Information and required registra-
tion: www.bowers.org.

Where Chocolate Began, by Dr. Lee Theisen
(UCLA). A Bowers Museum online lecture, Octo-
ber 11, 1:30 pm. Fee: $10; members $5. Infor-
mation and required registration: www.bowers.org.

Herod’s Temple to Octavius, by Dr. Dan
Schowalter. A Zoom lecture of the AIA, Orange
County Chapter, October 11, 2 pm. Information and
registration: www.aia-oc.org.

International Night, with presentations by Greg
Erickson, Steve Waller, and Ken Kedges. A San
Diego Rock Art Association Zoom meeting, Octo-
ber 11, 4 pm (meeting opens at 3:45 pm). Infor-
mation and required free registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org/meetings.html.

Archaeology of Epidemics, by Karen Lacy and San-
dra Pentney. A San Diego County Archeological Soci-
ety Zoom lecture, October 27, 7:30 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: https://sdcas.org. Registration by 5 pm, Octo-
ber 27: https://forms.gle/S4RWPXmTghV36Qgz9.

Improving and Expanding Site Stewardship, spon-
sored by Partners for Archaeological Site Steward-
ship. A two-day virtual webinar will present speakers
and panel discussions, October 14—15, 11am-3 pm
(MT). Free. Information and mandatory registration:
www.sitestewardship.org (click on “workshop” link
at bottom of the page).

Rock Art Virtual Symposium sponsored by the San
Diego Rock Art Association, November 7. Three
sessions at 10 am, 1 pm, and 3 pm. Free registration
required: www.sandiegorockart.org/index.htm.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

OCTOBER IS
ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH

CALIFORNIA
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Poster art by Manuel Monguia, Cahuilla Artist,
member of the Cahuilla Band of Indians. Graphic
design by Adrianna Allen, Scientific lllustrators.

California Archaeology Month is sponsored by the
Society for California Archaeology. Current and past
posters are available for purchase by contacting
scaoffice(@scahome.org.




October 2020 PCAS Newsletter Vol. 59, No. 10

PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1

. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

o]

9

. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR

November 12, 2020

Paul Langenwalter 11, Lauren Biltonen, and
Aimee Montenegro

Sacred Site Recovery at Cahuenga, Document-
ing an Episode of Violence and Its Aftermath

December 10, 2020

William D. Hyder

Revisiting the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History 1935 Hurricane Deck Expedition

Join our Virtual Meeting
on October 8th!




2020 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Office

*President
*Vice—President
*Secretary

*Treasurer

*Curator

*Field Trips Co-Chair
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Member
*Voting Member
Archivist
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Historian/Librarian
Membership

Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs

Publicist

Quarterly Co-Editor
Quarterly Co-Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship

Website
*PCAS Board Member

Name
Scott Findlay

Steve O’Neil
Gail Cochlin
Rene Brace
Hank Koerper
Stephen Dwyer
Jane Gothold

Dorothy DeGennaro

Irene Foster
Gail Cochlin
Joe Hodulik
Jane Gothold
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Brian Steffensen
Joe Hodulik
Alan Garfinkel
Steve O’Neil
Gail Cochlin
Megan Galway
Rene Brace

Email

president@pcas.org
vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
curator(@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org
programs@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
info@pcas.org

Phone

714-342-2534
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
714-348-9179
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-544-6282

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

2020 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly — $40

O Donation $

O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

PO Box 10926

Return form with payment to:

PCAS Membership

Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926




