November PCAS Speaker
David Nichols

Managing Cultural Resources at
Mojave National Preserve

Zoom Meeting
November 14, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.

Federal agency archaeologists, separate from cul-
tural resources practitioners in the private sector and
research academics, have a different mandate driving
both their philosophy and management approach to-
ward preservation and protection of cultural re-
sources. Much of what we do goes beyond the re-
sponsibilities of managing archaeological resources to
include what is described as "collateral duties." Thus,
the one-time archaeologist, in role and capacity with-
in government service, is suddenly thrust into the po-
sitions of historian, preservationist, tribal liaison, pub-
lic information officer, damage assessment profes-
sional, and, yes, archaecologist. This presentation will
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cover a little bit of the journey and learning curve as
well as some of the experiences of that metamorpho-
sis into a federal cultural resources program manager.
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David Nichols is the Park Archaeologist and Cul-
tural Resources Program Manager for Mojave Na-
tional Preserve and Castle Mountains National Mon-
ument. He is an archaeologist specializing in the ar-
chaeology of the California Mojave Desert and, in a
past life, archaeology of the Pacific. He holds a BA
in Mathematics from UC Santa Barbara and an MA
in Cultural Resources Management from Sonoma
State University. His graduate research focused on
the distribution of prehistoric sites around water
sources in the Mojave National Preserve, evaluating
whether those sites existed due to the presence of wa-
ter. Mr. Nichols is part of the Pacific West Region
Cultural Resources Emergency Response Team and
as such has responded to multiagency emergencies
including the BP oil spill on the Gulf Coast, the
Miyagi earthquake and tsunami which affected Ha-
waii, Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico, Hurricane
Mwar in Guam, and multiple fires and flooding
events across the western US.

Board of Directors Election

All PCAS members should have received
their ballots for the November Directors elec-
tion. If you did not receive a ballot, please
email membership@pcas.org and request one.
All ballots must be returned by November 14.
We need a quorum for the election. Please re-
turn your ballot today!
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October Speaker Notes

Seeing Rock Art
Through the Eyes of the Elders

By Megan Galway

A number of our members have known David Lee
since his days working at the Granite Mountains in the
Mojave, but since then he has spent many years study-
ing the rock art and cultural history of the Australian
outback.

Between 2005 and 2017 David and his wife, Char-
lotte, worked in the Wardaman tribal area of the Aus-
tralian Northern Territory, south of Darwin. Bill Har-
ney, a Wardaman elder in his nineties, guided them in
their study and shared as much of his traditional
knowledge as he was comfortable telling someone
other than an initiated tribal member.

After reading the existing literature on Australian
rock art, Mr. Lee believed many of the interpretations
and assumptions were wrong, and the sites needed to be
more carefully analyzed in context with their surround-
ings and known cultural traditions. Many similar rock
art images appear in sites around the world, and Aus-
tralian and western US panels have much in common.

In 2005 the Lees were invited by Jeff Lafave to join
him in Australia and introduced to Yidumduma Bill
Harney who asked them to record the Wardaman sites
and associated traditional knowledge. During this time,
they also met with senior Karranburru elder Alan
Young from an adjoining area and Warlpiri teacher
Wanta Steven Patrick from farther south. The Lees
planned this to be a two-year project recording the rock
art, the Wardaman connection to the sites, and how the
rock art related to daily life. They discovered Bill Har-
ney had much more in mind, introducing them to the
song, ceremony, language, tool manufacture and use,
and the use of bush tucker (food) and medicine. This
also extended to the natural world, kinship and clans,
and men’s and women'’s business.

Australian origin stories are referred to as the
Dreamtime, but the concept of dreaming extends into
current times, not just the origin. Rock art symbols
may have many different meanings depending on
standing in the group, and many meanings are not
learned until you reach higher standing. This was
demonstrated when Bill Harney was recorded visiting
the same site a number of times with different groups
and tailoring his presentation accordingly, such as tell-
ing a group of young people how the images described
the life lessons of the people.

One year Bill Harney asked if they’d film him
drawing a map of Wardaman country. In two hours he
mapped the homestead and about a hundred springs in
the area, named and described them, and how long it
would take to walk from one to another. He then
asked if they’d record him identifying the boundary
site for each of 12 clan estates in Wardaman country.
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He had them return the next day and record details of
each clan estate and how to get from one to another.

Bill is of the Grasshopper clan, his mother was of
the White Cockatoo. Clan images, especially the
White Cockatoo, are in many rock art panels. Current
tribal members believe the images were not created
by people but are the shadows of the Dreamtime in-
habitants who later became the birds and animals of
today. One site depicted “baby lightning” images and
was upgraded by Bill and his cousins in the 1980s.
They were to only upgrade images, not add anything
new. There was a women’s component to the site,
and men and women would visit at different times to
conduct their ceremonies. While painted panels draw
the most attention, there are also petroglyphs and
incised lines, which Bill does not see as tool sharpen-
ing grooves.

These sites were used to tell stories and instruct
on various beliefs and ceremonies. The people tradi-
tionally use body scarification rather than tattoos,
and these scars are similar to the grooves on these
panels. Sites with concentric circles that would gen-
erally be thought of by archaeologists as astronomi-
cal symbols were described by Bill as a place where
young people would be brought to learn about men’s
and women’s laws. A unique symbol, appearing to
be an anthropomorph divided into three vertical seg-
ments, is said to represent “finger talking.” If two
people don’t understand each other’s language, they
hold up three fingers, and both switch to sign lan-
guage. Depictions of animals are not related to hunt-
ing or current day resources, but to the dreaming and
time of creation. The meaning of a panel may change
depending on the age or status of the person being
told the story.

Much of what was told in this wonderful presenta-
tion is not mentioned here, but the complete video is
publicly available on the PCAS YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.



https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403

November 2024

PCAS Newsletter

Vol. 63, No. 11

DIG THIS ...

ﬁ'

Lectures

Returns: Rethinking Objects, Knowledge, and Re-
lationships at the Fowler Museum, by Dr. Silvia
Forni (Fowler Director) and Dr. Erica P. Jones
(Curator of African Arts, Manager of Curational Af-
fairs). UCLA Fowler A103B (Lenart Auditorium),
November 4, 6 pm. Reception: 7 pm. Free. Infor-
mation and RSVP: ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming.

Recycling for Death: Coffin Reuse and the Theban
Royal Caches, by Dr. Kara Cooney (UCLA). An
ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lecture and book
signing, November 9, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and
ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available one
week after onsite event. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Blossoms in the Desert: Japanese American Incar-
ceration on Indigenous Lands, by Koji Lau-Ozawa
(UCLA Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute
of American Cultures). UCLA Cotsen Institute lec-
ture, Fowler A103B (Lenart Auditorium), November
14, 6:30 pm. Free. Information: ioa.ucla.edu/events/

upcoming.

Pleito Virtual Reality Project, by Colin Rambo and
Curtis Alcantar. A lecture of the San Diego County
Archaeological Society, Los Penasquitos Ranch
House, 12122 Canyonside Park Dr, San Diego, No-
vember 19, 7:30 pm. Free. Information: sdcas.org.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www. youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Rock Art 2024 Virtual Symposium sponsored by the
San Diego Rock Art Association will be November
2. Free. Information and registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org.

ArchaeoPalooza, sponsored by the Joshua Tree De-
sert Institute, will have interactive activities and
speakers. Alex Remteria and Mark Duarte will speak

Classes, Meetings, and Events (continued)

on the archaeology of Joshua Tree National Park.
Freedom Plaza Gym, 6547 Freedom Way, Twentyn-
ine Palms, November 2, 9 am-3 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: events.humanitix.com/archacopalooza?

hxchl=hex-pfl.

Archaeology Day, presented by the Colorado Desert
Archaeological Society, will include basketry, games,
storytelling, speakers, and hands-on activities. Anza-
Borrego Desert State Visitor Center, November 2, 9
am—4 pm. Free. Field trips on November 2 and No-
vember 3 are planned with required pre-registration.
Fee: $10 adult, $5 child for each. Information:
www.anzaborregoarchaeo.org/archaeology-day-2024.

Kewet: Native American Learning Day & Market,
sponsored by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians, City of Palm Springs, and Palm Springs Uni-
fied School District, will share Agua Caliente culture.
Palm Springs High School, 2401 E. Baristo Rd., Palm
Springs, November 16, 9 am—2 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: https://aguacaliente.org.

2024 Archaeology Discovery Weekend—Petra: An-
cient World of Wonder a combined in-person/online
event. La Sierra University, November 16, 3—6 pm,
and November 17, 1-4 pm. Kids’ Dig, November 17,
2—4 pm. Free. In-person and online. Program availa-
ble online. Information and registration: lasierra.edu/
cnea/discovery-weekend/.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event.

Save the Date!

PCAS Holiday Potluck Dinner
December 12, 2024, 7 pm (7:30 pm lecture)

The PCAS Holiday Potluck Dinner and lecture
will be an in-person meeting at the IRWD Duck
Club. Joe Hodulik will present a novel fundraising
event for the scholarship fund. Look for more in-
formation in the December Newsletter.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

e Email a new Zoom registration request by December 12, 2024 Holiday Potluck, Duck Club

noon on Thursday, November 14 to mem- Michael E. Macko
bership@pcas.org. You will receive an ORA-64: Background, Data and What's Next

emailed link to the meeting. January 9, 2025

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome Dr. John Johnson
with registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute February 13, 2025
your microphone and turn off your Albert Knight
WL March 13, 2025
PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom | Dr.Duncan McLaren

meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any .

technical problems prior to the beginning of the April 10, 2023

PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

Dr. Marilyn Johnson

No in-person meeting in November
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2024 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 714-969-1911
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282
*Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Field Trips Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org  949-677-2391
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost(@pcas.org 714-969-1911

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund
O Active Member — $45 O Quarterly — $50

O Newsletter — $20

[0 Donation $
O Family Membership — $50

Join online:

O rting M *
Supporting Member* — $55 www.pcas.org/membrs.html

O Donor Member* — $75
O Lifetime Member* — $1000

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926

* May be individual or family membership WWW.DPCAS.0rg
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