November PCAS Speaker
Dr. James P. Kennett

Massive Effects and Consequences
of the Younger Dryas Cometary Impact
with Earth 12,800 Years Ago

In-Person and Zoom Meeting
November 9, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.

Speaker will not be present at the
in-person meeting.

Most recently, Dr. James Kennett has been
investigating, with others, widespread geological and
archaeological evidence in support of a major
fragmented comet impact with Earth 12,800 years
ago. Massive energy release from this impact caused
continental-wide wildfires, impact winter, and other
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severe environmental changes. This presentation will
summarize the YDB cosmic impact hypothesis,
consistent in explaining at least six major events that
have long puzzled the scientific community: 1) the
massive, abrupt, and synchronous extinction of the
megafauna over North and South America including
most large mammals (e.g. mammoths, horses, camels,
sloths, saber tooth cats, etc.); 2) the abrupt
disappearance of the North American Clovis Culture,
and the contemporaneous human culture in South
America; 3) the sudden triggering of abrupt cooling
known as the Younger Dryas climatic interval over
broad areas of Earth; 4) massive and abrupt outburst
flooding into the oceans due to the sudden draining of
proglacial lakes that had accumulated near the melting
ice sheets; 5) the resulting abrupt major change in the
way the ocean circulates; 6) the climatic triggering of
the earliest known incipient agriculture as recorded in
the Middle East.

Dr. James Kennett is a still active Professor
Emeritus in Earth Sciences at the University of
California, Santa Barbara, and Research Professor with
the Marine Science Institute, of which he was Director
from 1987 to 1997. A native of New Zealand, Dr.
Kennett’s work in  marine geology and
paleoceanography over the last 60 years has helped
provide a comprehensive understanding of the climatic,
oceanographic, and biological processes that shaped
the Cenozoic Era (last 65 million years) leading to our
present day environmental and biotic conditions.

Board of Directors Election Ballots

On October 16 we emailed ballots to all eligible
members, but it has come to our attention that
many of these may not have been received. It ap-
pears security settings on some email servers object
to mass mailings of blind CCs with attachments.

If you believe you should have received a ballot
but have not, please email membership@pcas.org
as soon as possible, and we’ll get one out to you.

We need a quorum for this election. Please re-
turn your ballot!
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October Speaker Notes

Archaeology in Interim Spaces:
Excavation and Pedagogy at the Historic
Bonita Camp Site on the UCI Campus

By Megan Galway

With extensive experience in the Middle East,
but now teaching at UC Irvine, Dr. lan Straughn
feels a duty to study Orange County archaeology
and history and preserve it where possible. He
brought us the story of three historic buildings re-
maining on the UCI campus and his efforts to pre-
serve them.

The three farmhouses in question were part of a
property known as Bonita Camp and likely date to
the 1920s. For 30 years the buildings were used as a
farm school but have been unoccupied and unmain-
tained since 2007. Surrounding areas of the original
farm and buildings have been repurposed and up-
graded, but the land around the farmhouses is used
primarily for storage of unused equipment.

The area and adjacent undeveloped land has a
fault line and various arroyos running through it and
is considered virtually undevelopable. Campus ad-
ministration has no clear plans for the property and
readily agreed to Dr. Straughn’s request for permis-
sion to use it as an outdoor classroom.

In a photograph from 1937, Bonita Camp is seen
as a substantial farmstead with a number of residen-
tial and working buildings. Irvine Ranch records
indicate the property was used for grain crops as
well as cattle raising. After the creation of the UCI
campus in 1968, the farm became known as the So-
cial Sciences Farm, an experiment in intercultural
exchange where indigenous people from Mesoam-
erica and Polynesia were housed and shared their
culture with local students. This was the late 1960s,
and the farm developed into something of a counter-
culture commune. This met with the disapproval of
the UCI administrators, and the experiment was
shut down in 1971. It then became the Farm School,
an elementary school which lasted until 2007.

When the master plan for the City of Irvine was
initiated, the UCI campus was an integral part of
that plan. The university was able to purchase its
original 1,000 acres of land for $1. This land was
mainly part of the Irvine Ranch drainage and drains
into San Joaquin Marsh rather than Bonita Canyon.
Drainage on the campus has continued to be a
problem. The University later purchased about 500
acres of what were known as the inclusion areas,
one of which was the Bonita Camp acreage, for
several million dollars. The Long Range Develop-
ment Plan (LRDP) of 1989 was the first to include

PCAS October speaker, Dr. Ian Straughn.

an Environmental Impact Report. During discus-
sions for this plan, it was made clear the activities
of the Farm School area were considered interim
use only, and the property could be developed for
other uses as necessary.

In 1997 a revision of the LRDP designated the
area as the Anteater Recreation Complex, and the
Farm School was reduced to the three remaining
farmhouses and a barn with minimal surrounding
land. In 2007 the Farm School was abandoned, and
at the suggestion of his dean, Dr. Straughn initiated
an archaeology field methods class (I Dig UCI)
aimed at studying and hopefully preserving the
site. Excavations in the immediate area have pro-
duced few artifacts from the farm as the trash was
likely discarded away from the housing area, but
students are learning the basics of excavation. Evi-
dence of the farm school was found including a
Lego piece and what appeared to be the burial of a
small mammal. Dr. Straughn suggests it was possi-
bly a class pet.

Like so many historic properties, the future of
this complex is uncertain, but Dr. Straughn hopes
student interest in his classes will help develop a
sense of stewardship and that these buildings and
their history can be saved.

g5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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Lectures

The Qeheq Papyrus: A Bridge between Egyptology
and Berberology, by Jason Silvestri (PhD candidate,
UC Berkeley). An ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite
lecture, November 4, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and
ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available one
week after onsite event. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Land Acknowledgments and Decolonization, by
Laurie Egan-Hedley (Director/Curator Barona Cultur-
al Center and Museum). A lecture of the San Diego
County Archaeological Society, November 28, 7:30
pm, Rancho Penasquitos Adobe, San Diego. Free.
Information: sdcas.org/upcomingevents.

Past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Archaeology Day, sponsored by the Colorado Desert
Archaeology Society in partnership with the Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park and Anza-Borrego Foun-
dation, will have basketweaving, traditional games,
native plants and their uses, children’s activities,
tours of the Begole Archaeology Research Lab and
Library, and other exhibits. Speakers will include
Kris Reinicke presenting “Drone Use in Archaeolo-
gy.” Anza-Borrego Desert State Park Visitor Center,
November 4, 9 am—4 pm. Free. Information:
www.anzaborregoarchaeo.org/arch-day-2023/.

Rock Art 2023 Virtual Symposium, sponsored by the
San Diego Rock Art Association, November 4. Three
sessions at 10 am, 1 pm, and 3 pm. Free. Required
registration: www.sandiegorockart.org/index.htm.

Archaeology Day Field Trips, sponsored by the Col-
orado Desert Archaeology Society, will visit Mine
Wash Village, Clark Dry Lake rock art, Morteros
Trail, and Blair Valley Pictograph Trail. November 4—
5. Fee: $10. Preregistration mandatory:
theabf.org/events/archaeology-day-field-trips/.

Kewet: Native American Learning Day & Market,
sponsored by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians, City of Palm Springs, and Palm Springs Uni-
fied School District, will share Agua Caliente culture.
Palm Springs High School, 2401 E. Baristo Rd., Palm
Springs, November 4, 9 am-2 pm. Free. Information:
https://aguacaliente.org.

Classes, Meetings, and Events (continued)

10th California Islands Symposium will be held at
the Ventura Beach Marriott, Ventura, November 6—10.
Fee: cost varies. Information and registration: ca-
islands.squarespace.com/symposium.

Native American Heritage Festival, sponsored by the
Native American Land Conservancy, will have bird
singing and Native American vendors. UCR Palm De-
sert Campus, 75080 Frank Sinatra Dr, Palm Desert,
November 18, 10 am—4 pm. Information: pro-
grams(@nativeamericanland.org.

2023 Archaeology Discovery Weekend: The Dead
Sea Scrolls and the Bible, a combined in-person/
online event. La Sierra University, November 11, 3—6
pm, and November 12, 1-4 pm. Kids’ Dig, November
12, 2-4 pm. Free. In-person and online. Program
available online. Information and registration:
lasierra.edu/cnea/discovery-weekend/.

SCA Call for Papers for the 58th Annual Meeting of
the Society for California Archaeology with the topic
“California’s Cultural Landscapes.” Deadline for sub-
mission of symposia, forum, papers, and posters for
2024 Annual Meeting in Riverside is November 29.
Information: scahome.org/SCA-Annual-Meeting-
Submission-Guidelines.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing
prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to news-

letter@pcas.org.

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants for
this opportunity to earn a donation of at least 1
percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go to
www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an account.

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to Community
Rewards. Link your card by searching for

“Pacific Coast Archaeological Society” or
inserting the PCAS organization number,
QTO023.

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

In-Person Meeting

IRWD Community Room
15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine

Location:

The Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses
the causes or activities of organizations that use the District’s
meeting rooms which are made available for public use.

Zoom Meeting

e Email a new Zoom registration request by noon
on Thursday, November 9, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed link
to the meeting.

e QGuests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

PCAS Speaker Calendar

December 14, 2023 Holiday Potluck Duck Club
Dr. Scott Sunell

A Guiding Light: The Piedra de Lumbre Quarry,
Flaked Stone Tools, and Precontact Archaeology
Aboard MCB Camp Pendleton

January 11, 2024
Dr. Loren G. Davis

February 8, 2024
David Nichols

March 14, 2024
Dan Potter

April 11, 2024
Jared Mathis
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Office

*Vice—President
*Secretary

*Treasurer

Curator

Field Trips
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Member
Archivist
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Membership

Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs

Publicist

Quarterly Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship

Zoom Coordinator

*PCAS Board Member

Name
Steve O’Neil
Stephen Dwyer

Email

Rene Brace

vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org

PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Phone

949-677-2391
714-969-1911
714-544-6282

curator@pcas.org

Stephen Dwyer
Jane Gothold
Irene Foster

fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org

714-969-1911
562-947-6506
714-828-0942

archivist@pcas.org

Joe Hodulik
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik
Steve O’Neil
Irene Foster
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

donation-awards@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

949-300-1864
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
949-677-2391
714-828-0942
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2024 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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