May PCAS Speaker
Michael Tucker

Unraveling the Mystery: Triangular
Geoglyphs near Afton Canyon—
A Multidisciplinary Investigation

In-Person and Zoom Meeting
May 8, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.
Speaker will be present at the

in-person meeting.

This presentation outlines Michael Tucker's up-
coming thesis which investigates triangular geoglyphs
near Afton Canyon, California. He seeks to determine
the purpose of these distinctive 1 x 2 m formations

Dinner with the Speaker

Please join May speaker, Michael Tucker, for a
no-host dinner before the May 8 meeting—5:30 pm,
Inkas Peruvian Eatery, 16277 Laguna Canyon Rd,
Suite A, Irvine. Please RSVP to Pat Maxon before
noon on May 8: pmaxon(@vcsenvironmental.com.
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that point in different directions on Bureau of Land
Management land overlooking the Mojave River.

The presentation covers several key research
areas including worldwide geoglyph traditions and
significance, Mojave Desert historical climate pat-
terns, regional rock art traditions and cultural prac-
tices, ancient desert food production techniques
across global cultures, and Desert Serrano indige-
nous culture and practices. The methodology com-
bines rigorous quantitative approaches (soil chem-
istry analysis, directional measurements, and water
percolation testing) with qualitative literature re-
view of prehistoric Mojave Desert cultural practic-
es. This multidisciplinary approach aims to identify
the most probable explanation for these geoglyphs,
examining potential connections to landscape fea-
tures, astronomical events, cultural practices, and
food production systems. While acknowledging
that the original creators' intent cannot be known
with absolute certainty, this research will provide
valuable insight into an ancient culture while rais-
ing awareness about these vulnerable archaeologi-
cal features. (Continued on p.3)

2025 Membership Renewals are due!

This will be your last PCAS Newsletter if
you are not a 2025 PCAS member! Renew
today with the form in this Newsletter or
online at www.pcas.org/membrs.html.

Questions? membership@pcas.org
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April Speaker Notes

What is Philosophy of Archaeology?
By Albert Knight

On Thursday, April 10, 2025, Dr. Marilynn
Johnson, Associate Professor in the Department of
Philosophy at the University of San Diego, was our
guest speaker. Her subject was “What is Philosophy
of Archaeology” and what are archaeologists’
“Roles in Science, Intention, Aesthetics, and Ethics
in Interpreting Prehistory?” Dr. Johnson received
her PhD in 2017, at CUNY (City University of New
York). She is the author of Adorning Bodies: Mean-
ing, Evolution, and Beauty in Humans and Animals
(Bloomsbury 2022). She is currently working on a
second book on the topic of the philosophy of ar-
chaeology. She has published several articles in var-
ious professional journals. You can learn more
about her and her work on her website: https://
johnson.commons.ge.cuny.edu.

The philosophy of archaeology is a relatively
new field of inquiry, and Dr. Johnson is one of the
first people to teach classes on the subject. During
her presentation, she provided a summary of the
philosophical thinking “that can prove useful both
to philosophers and archaeologists who are unfamil-
iar with the area of study.” The presentation pro-
ceeded not as a lecture, but as “an opportunity to
brainstorm about how to best characterize this sub-
field and what future directions we should all aim
toward.”

Dr. Johnson confessed that her professional ori-
entation is philosophy and that she is not an archae-
ologist. So, in order to have a better understanding
of archaeology, she participated in a 10-day field
school in Puerto Rico, as well as the follow-up lab
analysis work, and she visited the Lascaux Cave
reproduction in France. As part of her presentation,
she showed us a selection of images from Lascaux,
examples of some of the beautiful gold items recov-
ered from King Tut’s tomb, and some relatively
simple lithic artifacts from the Puerto Rico field
school. And she noted, quite correctly, that for
some people even something as simple as small pre-
historic stone tools, like those she helped recover in
Puerto Rico, can engender a deep sense of pleasure.
Perhaps, I think, the small stone tools she showed
us may engender for some of us a greater aesthetic
sense of satisfaction than the cave paintings and the
gold artifacts; anyone and perhaps everyone is im-
pressed when they see the Lascaux paintings and the
King Tut grave goods, while only some of us “get
it” when we realize how beautiful, and potentially
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PCAS April speaker, Dr. Marilynn Johnson.

significant, a simple stone tool can be. And you can
hold it in your hand!

Dr. Johnson’s presentation was not limited to
the consideration of artifacts but also addressed the
broader implications of the ethics of cross-cultural
understanding and appreciation of “collections
management” (my term here). In other words, the
philosophy of archaeology is not concerned only
with individual artifacts, but also addresses artifact/
museum collections through what we can call cul-
tural relativism. As we all know, the dominant cul-
ture (or cultures) has until recently been able to
choose how artifacts and artifact collections from
nondominant cultures were displaced and interpret-
ed. No longer—it is now the rightful turn of the
nondominant cultures to decide what is appropriate
for display, or not, and to present their points of
view. In short, to present their own philosophies of
archaeology to us.

Note also that the continuity of the presentation
was unfortunately inhibited by technical issues, at
the beginning of the talk, and interrupted (multiple
times) by at least one “heckler,” during the talk.
The PCAS has apologized to Dr. Johnson, and here
also apologizes to our members and guests who
“listened in.” We will make every effort to ensure
that neither of these problems will be repeated in
the future.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on the
PCAS YouTube channel: https.//www.youtube.com/
(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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Considering Great Genga
By Paul G. Chace

“Considering Great Genga” was organized and
successfully presented as a roundtable event at the
Southwestern Anthropological Association’s 94th
Annual Conference. It was held on April 5, 2025,
at the Kellogg West Conference Center on the
campus of California State Polytechnic University
(Cal Poly), Pomona. The Genga program abstract,
below, was posted and remains on the SWAA web
site (SWAA-anthro.org). It has been widely read
there by anthropology faculty, anthropology stu-
dents, and others throughout California (a reader-
ship estimated at 300+). Announcements were sent
also to numerous regional Indigenous Californians
and archaeologists. Three principle speakers of-
fered their viewpoints, each with civility. Compro-
mises or political lobbying positions were not at-
tempted toward a Genga “repatriation” manage-
ment plan.

“repatriation” and ownership. These ‘interventions’
result from recent California law, A.B. 389 of 2023.
How will legal 389 “repatriation” be managed in
the extremely complex case of “Genga”? Many
quite different and distinct parties, ultimately,
should and really would be involved. It is posed that
this complex case will require a great roundtable to
recognize and compromise different viewpoints, dis-
tinct ethics, and legal guidelines. Political lobbying
will be necessary to resolve proper procedures.
Considerable time may be required to resolve a
Genga “repatriation” management plan.

2025 SWAA Program:

CONSIDERING GREAT GENGA
By

Paul G. Chace, Ph.D.
Indigenous Group, Inc., Beaumont, CA
with discussions from
Steve Dominguez, Indigenous Group
Jane Gothold, Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society

ABSTRACT:

Soon we will realize both: (1) an on-coming and
quite real legal-judicial “repatriation” confronta-
tion, (2) with a resulting Indigenous life-way legacy
reconstruction. This would involve the Indigenous
peoples of the California cultural traditions of both
the Yangna-Gabrieno and the Acagchemem-
Juaneno. It also will involve the many Archaeolo-
gists, Curators, Anthropologists, and others who
have endeavored with the “Genga” archaeology
and its proper care for years. All of us really should,
and we really can, acknowledge the grand signifi-
cance and important heritage for the major prehis-
toric and early historic Indigenous settlement of
"Genga.” This great Indigenous community included
the coastal central portion of modern Orange County.
The considerations posed are about defining

April Speaker Notes  (Continued from p.2)

Michael Tucker is pursuing a master's degree in
anthropology through the Harvard Extension
School with planned thesis completion and gradua-
tion in summer 2026. His strong academic back-
ground includes an MS in Geological Engineering
from Missouri University of Science & Technolo-
gy, an MA in Strategic Studies from the Army War
College, an MA in Science in Biology from CSU
San Marcos, and a BS in Environmental Science
from UC Davis. Following a military parachute ac-
cident in September 2022, Mr. Tucker retired as
chief game warden at Camp Pendleton and as a
colonel in the Army Reserves. His distinguished
military service includes two Bronze Star Medals
and a Combat Action Badge earned during deploy-
ments to Iraq and Afghanistan. He currently serves
as an assistant director at VCS Environmental.

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants
for this opportunity to earn a donation of at
least 1 percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go
to www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an
account.

I. On the “My Account” page, scroll to
Community Rewards. Link your card by
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization
number, QT023.

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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DIG THIS ...
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Exhibitions

World of the Terracotta Warriors: New Archaeologi-
cal Discoveries in Shaanxi in the 21st Century will
present over 110 newly uncovered treasures including
Terracotta Warriors, chariot regalia, jade and gold
adornments, bronze vessels, and more. Bowers Muse-
um, April 24 through October 19, 2025. Timed ticket
price varies. Information and ticket purchase: https://
www.bowers.org.

Lectures

Research in the Valley of the Kings, by Dr. Donald P.
Ryan (Pacific Lutheran University). An ARCE/
Bowers Museum onsite lecture, May 3, 1:30 pm. Fee:
$15; Bowers and ARCE members free. No recording
will be available. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

The Clearlake Archaeology Project: Kelsey Creek
Schoolhouse, by Katilin Jones (Sacramento State Uni-
versity); and Crow Canyon Field School—Haynie
Site, by Brandon Yam (Hampton College). Both
presentations will discuss field school experiences.
Online lectures of the Sacramento Archaeological So-
ciety, May 10, 2 pm. Free. Information and registra-
tion: sacarcheology.org/announcements.

Elk Engravings: Indigenous Knowledge and Rock
Art Images of the Northwest Plains, by Emily C. Van
Alst (Washington State University). A Cotsen Institute
lecture, May 15, 6 pm (reception following at 7 pm).
Information: www.ioa.ucla.edu./events/upcoming.

Panel Conversation: Indigenous Perspectives on
Fire Regimes in Southern California will explore the
historic fire regimes of southern California tribes.
Fowler Museum, UCLA, May 18, 3 pm— 6 pm. Free.
Information and RSVP: fowler.ucla.edu/programs.

What the Stone Faces Tell Us, by Dr. Lothar von
Falkenhausen (Professor of Chinese Archaeology and
Art History, UCLA). Bowers Museum, May 25, 1:30
pm. Ticket fee: $20; members $15. Information and
ticket purchase: www.bowers.org.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Malki Kéwet Celebration, the annual celebration hon-
oring Native American veterans, will have food, en-
tertainment (Cahuilla Bird Singers), and Native
American vendors. Malki Museum, 11795 Malki
Road, Morongo Reservation, Banning. May 25, 10
am—4 pm. Free and open to the public. Lunch is $15
per plate. Information: www.malkimuseum.org.

World of the Terracotta Warriors: An International
Symposium will have world’s leading experts on Terra-
cotta Warriors. Bowers Museum, June 21, 9 am—5 pm.
Live interpretation between English and Mandarin.
Fee: $50; members $40. Information and ticket pur-
chase: www.bowers.org.

Websites

San Diego County Archaeological Society:
sdcas.org.

Ventura County Archaeological Society:
www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com.

AIA, Orange County Society: aia-oc.org.

Society for California Archaeology:
www.scahome.org.

Southwestern Anthropological Association:
https://swaa-anthro.org.

Society for American Archaeology: www.saa.org

Archaeological Institute of America:
www.archaeological.org.

American Rock Art Research Association (ARARA):
arara.wildapricot.org.

California Rock Art Foundation:
www.carockart.org.

San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA):
www.sandiegorockart.org.

g5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

In-Person Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

Location: ~ IRWD Community Room June 12, 2025 Zoom Meeting
15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine Dr. Robert DellO'RuSSO o
Context Is Everything: Ruppia cirrhosa and
Irvine Ranch Water District makes its facilities available Dating the White Sands Footprints

for use by residents and nonprofit organizations merely as
a public service, but does not, by allowing this use, en-

dorse or support the purpose of the event or its sponsor. No lecture meetings in July and August.

. September 11, 2025
Zoom Meetlng Dr. Douglas J. Kennett

e Email a new Zoom registration request by noon
on Thursday, May 8 to membership@pcas.org. October 9, 2025
You will receive an emailed link to the meeting. Dr. Patrick O’Grady

® Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

November 13, 2025

e When the presentation starts, please mute your s, LEOTT 10, L B1Ey
microphone and turn off your webcam. December 11. 2025

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom Dr. Ulrike Matthies Green
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.
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2025 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Name Email Phone

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Office  Name Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Field Trips Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 562-209-0567
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org  949-677-2391
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor publications@pcas.org

Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Signature
Scholarship Fund

O Donation $

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only
O Active Member — $45

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

WWW.pCas.org

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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