MAY PCAS SPEAKER
Dr. Jon M. Erlandson

Peopling the Americas:
The Channel Islands and
the Kelp Highway Hypothesis

Zoom Meeting
May 13, 7:30 pm
Registration required
Please see instructions below.

This talk will provide a current update on the
archaeology of the Coastal Migration Theory and
Kelp Highway Hypothesis, covering recent re-
search from around the Pacific Rim but focusing on
recent discoveries on California's Northern Chan-
nel Islands.

Dr. Jon Erlandson.
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Jon M. Erlandson is an emeritus professor of
anthropology and director of the Museum of Natural
and Cultural History at the University of Oregon.
He has written or edited more than 20 books—
including the 2019 An Archaeology of A bundance:
Reevaluating the Marginality of California’s Is-
lands (with K. M. Gill and M. Fauvelle, University
of Florida Press)—and more than 300 scholarly arti-
cles. From 2005 to 2012, he also served as the
founding co-editor of the Jowrnal of Island and
Coastal Archaeology. Although his field research
has focused on the archaeology and historical
ecology of California’s Channel Islands, the Pacific
Coast of North America, and Viking Age Iceland,
Erlandson’s broader theoretical interests revolve
around the deep history of maritime cultures and
island and coastal environments worldwide, includ-
ing coastal dispersals in human history, the develop-
ment of maritime technologies, and human impacts
on ancient fisheries and ecosystems. In 2013 he was
elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts
& Sciences.

PCAS Z00OM MEETING

¢ Email a registration request by noon on Thurs-
day, May 13, to membership@pcas.org.

e You will receive an email with a link to the
Zoom meeting.

¢ Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS Zoom host Steve Dwyer will open the
virtual meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve
any technical problems prior to the beginning
of the PCAS General Meeting and lecture at
7:30 pm.



mailto:membership@pcas.org
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APRIL SPEAKER NOTES

The 130,000-Year-Old Cerutti Mastodon
Site: History of Investigations, Present
Status of Research, and the Debate

By Megan Galway

Dr. Thomas Deméré presented the history of the
Cerutti Mastodon site which was first identified during
work on California SR 54 in 1992 and has been the
subject of ongoing debate ever since. Richard Cerutti
was monitoring the grading of the site when a Masto-
don tusk and bones were seen. Work was then halted
for paleontological mitigation of the area. Over the
next five months, a 50 m* excavation was conducted,
and a bone bed identified in a silty sand strata below
levels which had been previously disturbed by con-
struction activities.

Mastodon bones, molars, and tusks were identi-
fied along with five large cobbles (two andesite and
three pegmatite), which are non-native to the area
and could not be explained by natural erosion or flu-
vial transportation. Based on location and radio-
metric dating, the site was estimated to be around
130,000 years old.

The debate began when the site was identified
as a likely early human butchering site, based on a
number of factors. Only 17 percent of the skeleton
was located, including the heads of two femurs and
fragments of ribs. It appeared to be that of a single
sub-adult. The long bones were missing, and the
breakage areas displayed spiral fractures, impact
notches, and cone flakes, indicating the bones were
broken while still fresh, and this precluded them
having been found and broken for bone tools at a
later date. Pieces of fragile rib bones were not bro-
ken, again indicating deliberate breakage of larger
bones. A tusk was found buried vertically in the
silt, and this appeared to be purposeful. Fragments
of bone, rock, and molars were refitted by research-
ers after being found some distance apart. Cobble
pieces were separated by a distance of up to 10
feet. Broken surfaces were coated with carbonate to
the same extent as other surfaces precluding recent
breakage by construction activities, and there was
no evidence of pre-burial trampling or predator
gnawing.

The cobbles appear to have been used as break-
age tools, with the pegmatite used as hammerstones

Dr. Thomas Deméré.

and the andesite as anvils, and bone residue was
identified on one of the anvils. These are similar to
tools found in other cultures. Studies of the cobbles
at the University of Wollongong in New South
Wales identified wear patterns consistent with this
use. Not present at the site were clearly modified
tools, cut marks on the bones, or human remains, so
the site was considered a processing rather than kill
site, with the missing bones having been removed,
possibly for tool manufacture.

Two femoral heads, Cerutti Mastodon site.

Dr. Deméré proposes that this site was occupied
by a population of much earlier hominins than
those who later migrated to the American continent
This earlier migration failed to disburse and be-
came extinct.

Much of the work at the site was funded by a
grant from the National Geographic Society, and a
report was published in the April 27, 2017 issue of
Nature. Additional information may be found at

www.sdnhm.org/science/consulting-services/paleo-
services/projects/cerutti-mastodon/.



https://www.sdnhm.org/science/consulting-services/paleo-services/projects/cerutti-mastodon/
https://www.sdnhm.org/science/consulting-services/paleo-services/projects/cerutti-mastodon/
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DIG THIS ...

il

Lectures

The Valley of the Kings: An Archaeological Look at
One of the Most Iconic Sites of Ancient Egypt, by
Dr. Francesco Tiradritti (Enna Unikore University,
Leader of the Italian Archaeological Mission to Lux-
or), An ARCE, Bowers Museum event. Recorded
lecture available for 24 hours. May 1. Fee: $10; Bow-
ers and ARCE members free. Information:
www.bowers.org.

Polynesian Contact with the Americas: An Update,
by Dr. Terry Jones (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo) and
Dr. Kathryn Klar (UC Berkeley). Sacramento Arche-
ological Society online lecture, May 8, 2pm. Free.
Information and registration: sacarcheology.org/
polynesian-contact-with-the-americas-an-update.

Spirit Songs and Sacred Fire: Considering Native
Perspectives in the Klamath Basin, by Robert David.
An American Rock Art Research Association
(ARARA) virtual lecture, May 8, 5:30 pm. Free. Reg-
istration: https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures. Previ-
ous ARARA lectures can be viewed on the ARARA
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA

Recording the Inscribed Spaces of Wadi el-Hudi:
Challenges and Promises of Digital Rescue Ar-
chaeology in a Uniquely Inscribed Archaeological
Landscape, by Bryan Kraemer (CSU San Bernar-
dino), May 12, 12 pm; Archaeological and Bio-
metric Perspective on the Diversity and Origin of
African Chickens, by Helina Woldekiros, May 19,
12 pm; Comparing Conservation Between Countries,
May 21, 11 am. Virtual presentations of the Cotsen
Institute, UCLA. Free: Information and registration:
https://ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming.

Living Room Lecture: Hominins, Hyenas, and
Lions, by Dr. Jennifer Parkinson (Research Asso-
ciate at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
Natural History). A San Diego Archaeological
Center Zoom lecture, May 13, 6:30 pm. Free. In-
formation and required registration: https://
sandiegoarchaeology.org.

Lectures (continued)

Juanerio/Acjachemen Culture, by Adelia Sandoval
(Spiritual Overseer [Paul] and Cultural Director for
the Juanefio Band of Mission Indians/Acjachemen
Nation). An Orange County Historical Society Zoom
lecture, May 13, 7:30 pm. Free. Registration: https://
tinyurl.com/OCHSAcjachemen.

Recent Rock Art Findings: A Presentation on Ar-
chaeological Findings with a focus on Rancho Gue-
Jjito, by Steve Freers. A Coachella Valley Archaeo-
logical Society Zoom lecture, May 14, 6:30 pm. Free.
Information: www.cvarch.org; required registration:
cvasnews(@dc.rr.com.

The Wonder of Cuneiform, by Dr. Irving Leonard
Finkel (Bristish Museum), an online presentation of
the Friends of Archaeology, Cotsen Institute. May
15, 11 am. Free. Information and required registra-
tion: https://ucla.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJEtdeqqqzMpGNy8ZR693briGJG _gzwoDvy9%20(.
Past events can be viewed on the Cotsen Institute
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/channel/
CxT96YAosmk7vP3aNJb4SHw.

Etowah Beginnings: New Research into the Origins
of a Mississippian Polity, by Matthew LoBiondo
(UC Santa Barbara). A Zoom lecture of the AIA, Or-
ange County Chapter. May 23, 2 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: http://aia-oc.org. Registration: On website.

Honoring, Concealing, and Forgetting—The Spa-
tial Distribution of the Post-Amarna Tombs in the
Valley of the Kings, Egypt, by Dr. Danielle Phelps.
Online lecture of the San Diego County Archaeologi-
cal Society, May 25, 7:30 pm. Registration:
zoom.us/.../tJIrc-uhgzwsH9Bb3m3qcO0gDwpp1FajhXyS7.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.
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ological materials and collections.

sessions.
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

design.

direction of an authorized institution or organization.

materials.

materials, or specimens.

Join us for a live PCAS Zoom lecture with
Dr. Jon Erlandson speaking on “Peopling the
Americas: The Channel Islands and the Kelp
Highway Hypothesis.”

Thursday, May 13, 2021, 7:30 pm

See Zoom registration information on p. 1.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.
7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR

June 10, 2021

Dr. Donn R. Grenda

A Railroad Runs Through It: Historical-Period
Ethnic Chinese and Mexican Commuenities in
Downtown Redlands, California

No meetings in July and August.

September 9, 2021

Dr. Richard J. Chacon

The Turquoise Corridor—Mesoamerican-
Southwestern Prestige Technologies and Social
Networks

October 14, 2021
Dr. Colleen Delaney

November 11, 2021
Dr. Loren Davis




2021 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Office Name
*President Scott Findlay
*Vice—President Steve O’Neil
*Secretary Gail Cochlin
*Treasurer Rene Brace
*Curator Hank Koerper
*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro
*Voting Member Irene Foster
Archivist Gail Cochlin
Donation-Awards Coordinator ~ Joe Hodulik
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
Membership Megan Galway
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace
Programs Joe Hodulik
Publicist Joe Hodulik
Quarterly Co-Editor Alan-Garfinkel
Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil
Refreshments Gail Cochlin
Scholarship Megan Galway
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer

*PCAS Board Member

Email

president@pcas.org
vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer(@pcas.org
curator@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org
ifoster(@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org

programs(@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org

refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org

zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone
714-342-2534

949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

2021 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)
O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly — $40
O Newsletter — $20

www.pcas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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