
 

 

 

DINNER WITH THE SPEAKER 
 Please join this month’s speaker, Ivan Strudwick, 
for dinner before the May 9 meeting, 6 pm, Mimi’s 
Café, 4030 Barranca Parkway, Irvine.  
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PCAS MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

General Meeting 
Free and Open To the Public 

May 9 - 7:30 pm 

BOARD MEETING  
All Members Welcome   

                             May Meeting  

 Location: For date and location: contact Scott  
    Findlay, president@pcas.org or 714- 
    342-2534. 

Visit www.pcas.org  
for all the latest news. 

Ivan Strudwick. 
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APRIL SPEAKER NOTES 
 

Rock Art of the Rodman Mountains 
Or What’s Going on in the Rodmans? 

 
 By Megan Galway 

 
The area discussed in John Bretney’s presentation 

is south of Newberry Springs, between Surprise 
Tank on the southern edge and Kane Wash to the 
north. Rather than being in the actual mountains, this 
is a plain created by an ancient lava flow. There are 
no water sources except for seasonal tanks such as 
the one in the Surprise Tank canyon. Petroglyphs 
appear at many sites on and around this plain. 

 Surprise Tank is a 130 m long canyon running 
north-south with petroglyphs mostly on the east side 
of the canyon. The actual tank is roughly in the cen-
ter of the canyon. The petroglyphs in the canyon are 
generally Great Basin curvilinear and linear style and 
include hands, dots, and a few anthropomorphs and 
zoomorphs. Mr. Bretney notes these are similar to 
those seen at Opal Mountain north of Barstow and 
that there is evidence of a variety of ages and deep 
time depth. This is seen by the various stages of re-
patination and many examples of superimposition. 

 The Surprise Tank South site is about 400 m 
south of Surprise Tank on about 150 m of cliff face. 
Many of the petroglyphs are on boulders at the base 
of the cliff. The site is easily accessible by road and 
displays a great deal of graffiti as a result. The rock 
art is well made with a more eastern influence. 

 

 

. 

 People appear to have spent time in the Rodman 
lava plain area, but evidence of long-term habitation 
is not seen, and the tanks are an unreliable source of 
water. So the question becomes “why were these peo-
ple here?” They were likely (Continued on p. 3 ) 

Surprise Tank South. 

Lava field. 
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 Mr. Bretney notes similarities in the Rodman 
Mountain sites and the Lava Bed complex in the 
eastern Mojave documented by Don Christensen in 
“Context and Rock Art in the Cinder Cone Lava 
Beds, Eastern Mojave Desert, California” in Ameri-
can Indian Rock Art, Volume 36. The area of Chris-
tensen’s study included Cow Cove, Black Tank 
Wash, and the Freightwagon site and included 60 
rock art sites with 6,571 petroglyphs and 164 picto-
graphs. It was felt “only nine sites could be classified 
as temporary campsites and four oriented towards 
food processing.” As in the Rodman sites, water is 
seasonal with limited distribution. Christensen pro-
posed much of the rock art was created along travel 
routes through the area. This study area is almost 
three times that of the Rodman Mountains sites but 
both have a significant lack of resources, limited wa-
ter sources, and rock art is the main archaeological 
artifact. 

 

 

APRIL BOARD MEETING  
SUMMARY 

 
 

 
 The March 2019 minutes were approved with cor-
rections. The March Treasurer’s report and expendi-
tures were approved.  
 All Board members and Committee chairs contin-
ue to be encouraged to find backups/assistants for 
their positions. Rene Brace will contact Tony Sawyer 
about the possible transfer of the CA-ORA-1031 
(Santa Ana Transit Terminal) collection to OCTD. 
There has been no action on the transfer of Tad Tad-
lock’s CA-MNO-611 to an appropriate facility.  
  The CA-ORA-131 boxes on loan have been re-
turned. The return of 11 boxes of CA-ORA-193 ma-
terial loaned to Biola University is expected within a 
month. PCAS will participate in the Heritage Muse-
um of Orange County outreach on July 14. The 
Board approved the purchase of two pop-up awnings 
for use at curation and at outreach events. The PCAS 
Annual Picnic will be July 11.  
 

  
 The meeting was adjourned at 2 pm. 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

Rodman Mountains petroglyphs. 

Moving heavy artifacts into containers. From left, Bob 
Brace, Scott Findlay, Steve Dwyer, and Hank Koerper. 
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CRACKER JACK PRIZES 
 

Henry C. Koerper 

 

Figure 2. Whistle. 
Length = 41 mm. 

Figure 1. Spinning top. Diameter = 39 mm. 

 
 

Figure 3. Baseball card. Cahuilla Catcher John Tortes 
Meyers. Dimensions: 56 x 75 mm. 

(Continued on p. 5). 
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May Speaker   (continued from p. 1) 

House located on what is now Lincoln Avenue was de-
molished in 1940. The house was the last building from 
Anaheim’s Chinatown. (Photo: Anaheim Public Library, 
Heritage Center). 
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Lectures 
 

 
Revelation of the Mysteries of Osiris, Lord of Aby-
dos, the Secret Rituals of Reviving a Murdered God, 
by Bryan Kraemer (Research Egyptologist, Robert 
and

4, 
1:30–3:30 pm. Fee: $12; Bowers and ARCE members 
free. Tickets and information: www.bowers.org or 
714-567-3677. 
  
Shamanistic Transformation, by Ron Smith, will 
discuss the rock art imagery of the Great Mural paint-
ings of Baja California. A Coachella Valley Archaeo-
logical Society presentation, Portola Community Cen-
ter, 45-480 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, May 10, 6:30 
pm. Free. Information: www.cvarch.org. 
 
Identifying the Role of Ceramics in Marking Class 
Distinctions in the Nazca Area of Peru during the 
Period of ~AD 250–450, by Alicia Gorman, a lecture 
of the AIA, Orange County Chapter. DeNault Audito-
rium in Grimm Hall, Concordia University, 530 Con-
cordia West, Irvine, May 19, 2 pm. Fee: $5; members 
free. Information: www.aia-oc.org. 
 

Classes, Meetings, and Events  
 
Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Open House will be 
held May 18, 12:30–4 pm, with public lecture (1 pm), 
open laboratories and archives (2–4 pm). Fowler 
Building, A level, UCLA. Free (parking fee). Infor-
mation: www.ioa.ucla.edu.  
 

 
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 
newsletter@pcas.org.  

DIG THIS ... PCAS FIELD TRIPS 
 

By Steve Dwyer 
 

May Field Trip 
 

When: May 24–27, 2019 

Where:  Eastern Mojave Desert 
 
 

 

April Field Trip 
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

 The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR 

 

Come to the May 9 meeting! 



 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
2019 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55  

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership   

 

2019 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

*PCAS Board Member 

Return form with payment to
 

PCAS Membership 
PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

Office Name Email Phone 

*President Scott Findlay president@pcas.org 714-342-2534 
*Vice–President Steve O’Neil vicepresident@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
*Treasurer Bob Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 
*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  
*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
*Programs Chair Brian Steffensen programs@pcas.org 714-348-9179 
*Voting Member Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-245-0264 
*Voting Member Hank Koerper hkoerper@pcas.org 714-633-9287 
 Archivist Gail Cochlin archivist@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Curator Mark Roeder curator@pcas.org 714-299-4150 
 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
 Newsletter Editor  Sherri Gust newsletter@pcas.org 714-245-0264 
 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Quarterly Editor Sherri Gust publications@pcas.org 714-245-0264 
 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Website Rene Brace info@pcas.org 714-544-6282 


