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Long before DNA, teeth were telling the story of 
the first Americans—and they still have more to say. 

 

Zoom Meeting 

March 12, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.  

No March in-person meeting.  

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html
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Radiocarbon Dating &  

Stable Isotopes in Archaeology 
  

By Albert Knight  
 

Our Thursday, February 12, 2026, speaker was Dr. 
Maren Pauly, a scientific associate at SGS Beta, which 
specializes in “biobased product testing.” Archaeolog-
ical-related applications of this testing is only a small 
part of what SGS does. Dr. Pauly specializes in iso-
tope geochemistry analysis. She completed her BS and 
MS at the University of Waterloo, in Ontario, Canada, 
and received her PhD from Freie Universität Berlin, in 
the Federal Republic of Germany.  

 

-14 intake 
ceases after death, and then it begins to decay to Car-
bon-12 at a known rate. The approximate age of speci-
mens can be determined by establishing the ratio of 
Carbon-14 to non-radioactive carbon isotopes (e.g., 
Carbon-12), which continue to be the same. Radiocar-
bon dating is useful to as early as 42,000 to 50,000 
YBP. Any organic (i.e. carbon-based) specimen is po-
tentially datable. This includes bones, teeth and ivory, 
shell, plant materials (including paper and seeds), and 
charcoal. Depending on the type of analysis, speci-
mens should consist of approximately 10 grams of 
material.  

 Specimens to be tested should have been recently 
exposed (so they have not been contaminated by expo-
sure to the elements), they should not have been 
touched by bare hands (another potential source of 
contamination), and they should be picked up with a 
CLEAN trowel or other CLEAN tool and immediately 
wrapped in aluminum foil and then placed in a NEW 

baggie. Labels and other provenience information 
should be put on the OUTSIDE of the baggie. In 
terms of potential for analysis, it is pointless to collect 
a contaminated specimen, or to allow a previously 
collected specimen to become contaminated. If an 
adequate amount of uncontaminated material can be 
collected from artifacts like manos, metates, bowls, 
pestles, and pottery, the artifacts can also be success-
fully dated

 Cost for analysis can vary depending on the 
amount of preparation required at the laboratory and 
importantly on how soon the results of the analysis 
are needed: For 

. 

SCA Annual Meeting 
 

 The Society for California Archaeology Annual 
Meeting will be held at the Riviera Resort and Spa in 
Palm Springs, March 5–8. PCAS will have a table in 
the bookroom with information about our society in-
cluding membership, scholarships, and the PCAS 
Quarterly. We will also present a poster in the Topics 
in Public Archaeology session on Saturday, March 7, 
5:00 pm–6:30 pm, in the Crosby Courtyard. 

 Please stop by and say “Hi” in the bookroom or at 
the poster session! 

https://www.betalabservices.com/
https://www.betalabservices.com/
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DIG THIS ... 
 

DIG THIS …..            

 Lectures 
 

Ancient Egyptian Kings from Below: Royal Power in 
Practice, by Dr. Luisa Osorio G. Silva (UC Irvine). A 
lecture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter, DeNault 
Auditorium in Grimm Hall, Concordia University, 
530 Concordia West, Irvine, March 1, 2 pm. Infor-
mation: https://aia-oc.org. 

How Maize Shaped History, by Emily Johnson (UC 
Santa Barbara PhD candidate). A lecture of the Santa 
Barbara County Archaeological Society, Santa Barba-
ra Museum of Natural History, March 2, 7 pm. Free. 
Information: www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar. 
 
“

Robertson (anthropologist). A lecture of the Anza-
Borrego Desert Natural History Association, 
ABDNHA Library, March 6, 6:30 pm. Fee: $12; 
members $10. Information and ticket purchase: 
https://abdnha.org/activities.  
 
Happy as a Pharaoh: Joy and Fulfillment in Late 
New Kingdom Royal Art, by Dr. Tara Prakash 
(College of Charleston). An ARCE/Bowers Museum 
onsite lecture, March 14, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers 
and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available 
one week after onsite event. Fee: $10; Bowers and 
ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and infor-
mation: www.bowers.org. 
 
El Presidio de San Diego: Uncovering Southern 
California’s First European Settlement, by Richard 
L Carrico (archaeologist and historian). An in-person 
lecture of the San Diego Archaeological Center, 
March 21, 11 am. Fee: $15 (includes museum admis-
sion); members $5. Information and registration: 

. 
 

Exploring the Use of Forensic Canines in the Detec-
tion of Late Precontact (1000–300 BP) Cremains for 
Applications in Archaeology, by Christine Lambert. 
A San Diego County Archaeological Society lecture, 
Los Penasquitos Ranch House, March 24, 7:30 pm. 
Free. Information: sdcas.org/upcomingevents. 
 

Dating Australia’s Oldest Rock Art

 

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403. 

Request for PCAS Speaker  
Recommendations 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

 

  Link your card by searching for “Pacific Coast 
Archaeological Society” or inserting the PCAS 
organization number, QT023. 

  Call 1-800-576-4377 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

 

Joe Hodulik. 

https://aia-oc.org/
http://www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar
https://abdnha.org/activities/
http://www.bowers.org
https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/event/el-presidio-de-san-diego/
https://sdcas.org/upcomingevents
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
http://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
https://www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-contribution-program
https://www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-contribution-program
mailto:programs@pcas.org
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

Zoom Meeting 

Email a new Zoom registration request by 
noon on Thursday, March 12, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed 
link to the meeting.

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome 
with registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your 

webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any 
technical problems prior to the beginning of the 
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.  

 

No in-person meeting in March. 

 

PCAS Speaker Calendar 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2026 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $50 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2026   PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

 Office Name Email Phone 

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

* Hospitality Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730 

*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999  

*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393  

*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick  strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor Mark Sutton publications@pcas.org 661-203-8670 

 Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

