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March PCAS Speaker This presentation will focus on recent ice patch

research in the vicinity of the vast obsidian quarries
of the Kitsu Plateau, which lies at the center of Tahl-
tan Territory in British Columbia, Canada. Field op-
. . g0 . erations in 2019 and 2024 found numerous perishable
Alpme Obsidian Quar ries artifacts melting from the ice including baskets, a

and Perishable Al’tl.f acts from the moccasin, an antler billet, atlatl dart shafts, and sever-
Mt. Edziza Volcanic Complex, Canada | al walking staffs. These objects provide insights into
the materials that were necessary to quarry and
transport obsidian and to conduct alpine-situated

Dr. Duncan McLaren

Zoom Meeting hunting. Radiocarbon ages on collected materials re-

. veal that they have been frozen and preserved for up

March 13’ 7:30 pm. See P- 4. to 7,000 years. The results demonstrate that there is a
No March in-person meeting direct correlation between ice patch archaeology sites

and alpine stone tool quarries.

Obsidian reduction station revealed by receding snow.

Dr. McLaren received his PhD from the University
of Victoria. He owns and operates Cordillera Archae-
ology Inc., a company that conducts archaeological
research and consulting in western Canada. He is also
an adjunct professor at the University of Victoria.
McLaren specializes in the archaeology and paleoecol-
ogy of the Canadian Northwest Coast and western
Subarctic regions of North America.

Have you renewed your membership?

Use the membership form in this Newsletter

Dr. McLaren holding an ancient staff wrapped for or pay online: https://www.pcas.org/membrs.
transport.
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February Speaker Notes

Santa Monica Mountains Rock Art
and the November 2018 Woolsey
and Hill Fires

By Albert Knight

On Thursday, February 13, 2025, I presented a
PowerPoint program that detailed the results of re-
search on the Woolsey and Hill Fires and the effects
those fires, and previous wildland fires, had on Native
American rock art in the Santa Monica Mountains and
Simi Hills. I coordinated the post-fire research, which
was a true community effort with both professional
and avocational archaeologists making significant
contributions.

For California the first week of November 2018
was truly horrible. On November 7, 15 people died in
a mass shooting at the Borderline Bar and Grill in
Thousand Oaks, and another dozen people were in-
jured. On the following day most Ventura County first
responders had their minds on that issue. Then, on the
morning of November 8, the Camp Fire broke out in
Butte County, northern California. This fire would
soon explode into the worst wildland fire in California
history. It eventually burned over 150,000 acres, de-
stroyed the town of Paradise, and killed 85 people. So,
on the morning of November 8, all available firefight-
ers and firefighting equipment were being deployed to
Butte County. Then, at midday the Hill Fire started
north of the Conejo Grade, and Ventura County di-
rected its firefighting efforts there. Only 20 minutes
after the Hill Fire started another fire was reported in
the northern Simi Hills, where the winds were gusting
at 60 to 70 miles per hour. As the first firefighters ar-
rived in the Simi Hills, the Hill Fire jumped the 101
Freeway and began to burn into the City of Camarillo.
All locally available firefighting aircraft and helicop-
ters were directed there. Access to the Simi Hills,
where few homes were imminently threatened, was
via the narrow Woolsey Canyon Road, and unfortu-
nately, one hour into the fire only 11 engine compa-
nies had responded. It was too little, too late: the fire
burned into the rugged and inaccessible mountains
north of Bell Canyon, where it rapidly expanded to the
southwest. By noon on November 9, that fire reached
the Pacific Ocean at Malibu, some 20 miles from its
point of origin.

What soon became known as the Woolsey Fire be-
gan immediately northeast of the well-known National
Register of Historic Places listed Burro Flats Painted
Cave site. The Burro Flats complex includes more than
20 locations with rock art, and it was feared that the
fire had negative impacts on the Burro Flats sites and
had likely damaged some of the other Santa Monica
Mountains and Simi Hills rock art sites. I and my fel-
low researchers initially decided to field check the rock

PCAS February speaker, Albert Knight.

Burro Flats Painted
Cave, CA-VEN-1072.

art sites in the Woolsey and Hill Fire burn areas,
which covered some 100,000 acres, to establish their
post-fire conditions. It was later decided to also field
check all the known rock art sites both in and outside
of the burn area. Most of this research was performed
during 2019, with additional follow-up in 2023-2024.

The 2019 research showed that only one picto-
graph site was destroyed in 2018—CA-VEN-1072,
locus 13. This was, fortunately, “only” a small set of
black linear markings. But a loss of any prehistoric
painting is not good—these sites are irreplaceable.
Pictographs at two other sites were covered with soot.
These were the well-known swordfish paintings at
CA-VEN-632 in Oakbrook Park and the paintings at
CA-LAN-743 in Malibu Creek State Park. It is hoped
that in time natural weathering will wash away the
soot but not the pigment.

For many rock art sites in the fire areas, it was a
close call. All the residential and ranch facilities at
Saddle Rock Ranch, location of the Cave of the Four
Horsemen (CA-LAN-717/H), and the residence and
garage at the Treasure House of Prehistoric Art, the
Sandstone Peak site (CA-VEN-195), were destroyed
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DIG THIS ...
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Lectures

Shell Beads Among the Indigenous Peoples of Cali-
fornia, by Dr. Lynn H. Gamble (Professor Emerita,
UCSB). A lecture of the Santa Barbara County Ar-
chaeological Society, Santa Barbara Natural History
Museum, March 3, 7 pm. Free. Information:
www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar/?category=6.

Religious Change in Northern Nubia, by Dr.
Solange Ashby (UCLA). An ARCE/Bowers Museum
onsite lecture, March 8, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers
and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available
one week after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bowers and
ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and infor-
mation: www.bowers.org.

Chumash Rock Art Research from the 19th through the
2Ist Centuries, by Stephen Bryne. A Zoom lecture of
the Ventura County Archaeological Society, March
11, 7 pm. Free. Email VCAS.ARCH@gmail.com for
Zoom registration. Information:
www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com.

Geoarchaeology and Rock Art: The Middle Fork of
the Powder River, Wyoming, by Julie Francis. An
ARARA online lecture, March 15, 5:30 pm (PT).
Free. Information and registration: https://
arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures.

Complex Society Without Rulers, by Dr. Rosemary
Joyce (UC Berkeley). An AIA Archaeology Hour
online lecture, March 19, 5 pm (PT). Free. Infor-
mation and registration: sites.google.com/view/
aiapugetsound/schedule-of-lectures.

Merchants and Mercenaries: Greeks in Upper Egypt
in the Late Period, by Dr. Camille Acosta (UC Ir-
vine). Lecture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter.
DeNault Auditorium in Grimm Hall, Concordia Uni-
versity, 530 Concordia West, Irvine, March 23, 2 pm.
Fee: $10; members free. Information: https://aia-
oc.org/lectures-and-events.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

February Speaker Notes (continued from p. 2)

in 2018, as was all the surrounding chaparral. The
wonderful pictographs at these sites survived intact
because 1) the landowners kept the chaparral adjacent
to the pictographs trimmed back, and 2) the rock shel-
ters with paintings faced southwest, and the Woolsey
Fire approached from the northeast. Had the fire ap-
proached from the opposite direction, the results
would have been much worse. The 2019 research also
showed that almost all the rock faces with pictographs
included numerous spalls, and many rock faces had
obvious smoke blackening due to previous fires. In-
deed, it was obvious that some pictographs had been
painted on old spalls and smoke blackening. In short,
there was clear evidence of past fires.

Cave of the Four Horsemen, CA-LAN-717/H.

Research results were compiled into a short report
with numerous photographs, which was submitted to
the South Central Coastal Information Center, Cali-
fornia State University Fullerton.

This lecture and other past PCAS lectures are avail-
able on PCAS’s YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/
(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

e Email a new Zoom registration request by April 10, 2025

noon on March 13 to membership@pcas.org. Dr. Marilynn Johnson
You will receive an emailed link to the meet- What is Philosophy of Archaeology?
ing.
» Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome | May8,2025
with registration. Michael Tucker

Investigating Mojave Geoglyphs with a

When th tati tart 1 t S o
o en the presentation starts, please mute R B el

your microphone and turn off your

webcam. June 12, 2025

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom Dr. Robert Dello-Russo
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any Context is Everything: Ruppia cirrhosa and
technical problems prior to the beginning of the Dating the White Sands Footprints
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

No in-person meeting in March.
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2025 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office
*President
*Vice President
*Secretary
*Treasurer
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
Field Trips
Membership
Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs
Publicist
Quarterly Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship

Zoom Coordinator

*PCAS Board Member

Name

Stephen Dwyer
Joe Hodulik
Megan Galway
Rene Brace
Jane Gothold
Albert Knight
Michael Macko
Patrick Maxon
Ivan Strudwick
Stephen Dwyer
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik

Irene Foster
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

Email
president@pcas.org
vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org

historian-librarian@pcas.org

knight@pcas.org
macko@pcas.org
pmaxon@pcas.org
strudwick@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org

nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org

newsletter@pcas.org
programs@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone

562-209-0567
949-300-1864
714-501-3717
714-544-6282
562-947-6506
818-426-4730
714-900-1999
949-677-2393
949-553-0666
562-209-0567
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864

714-828-0942
714-501-3717
562-209-0567

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Signature
Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

WwWww.pcas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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