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Zoom Meeting 

March 14, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.  

No in-person meeting this month. 

 Have you renewed your membership?  

 Use the membership form in this Newsletter 

 or renew online at  

www.pcas.org/membrs.html. 

https://www.pcas.org/membrs.html
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February Speaker Notes 
 

 

By Megan Galway 
 

 Dr. Rubén Mendoza told of his first visit to Mexi-
co as a child and his introduction to Aztec iconogra-
phy. He was fascinated by a large statue representing 
the Mother of the Gods. She was clothed in serpents 
with a necklace of human hands and appeared preg-
nant with one of the star demons of the Aztecs. This 
statue along with many others depicts the Aztec way 
of systemic ritual sacrifice. Dr. Mendoza’s interest in 
the statue led to a lifetime study of Aztec iconography 
and his recent re-interpretation of the Aztec Sun or 
Calendar Stone. 

 The circular carved Sun Stone was originally 
placed face-up at the Temple Mayor and was moved 
from there in 1521. After a series of relocations, in-
cluding a period in which it was buried face-down, it 
was installed in 1790 at the southwest bell tower of 
Mexico City’s Metropolitan Cathedral.  

 Continued studies of the iconography led Dr. Men-
doza to connect many symbols relating to the com-
memoration of the New Fire ceremony of 1507 with 
those on the Sun Stone, which had previously been 
considered a depiction of the Aztec calendar. The New 
Fire ceremony was performed at the end of each 52-
year period in the belief that the world must be re-
newed or it would end. All personal goods were dis-
carded, and all fires extinguished. The priests led by 
the Turquoise Lord gathered at the temple and sacri-
ficed a captive by cutting out his heart and lighting a 
fire in his chest. Runners lit torches from this fire and 
took them first to light the temple fires and then across 
the land to light household fires. If done successfully, 
time would continue for another 52 years. The number 
nine was considered significant, and one image con-
nected to the New Fire ceremony refers to turquoise, 
fire, and water, and appears eight times around the rim 
and once in the middle of the sun stone.  

 Fallen warriors were believed to return to earth as 
butterflies, and butterflies are seen on the stone in a 
number of places. Dr. Mendoza also believes the stone 
is in the form of a ball court ring. Ball courts were 
used in the ceremonial sacrifice of captives. The cap-
tives would be tethered to the center of the court 
armed with feather-covered clubs and set upon by 
warriors with clubs with embedded obsidian blades. 

 There is a richness in this iconography that needs 
to be seen, and descriptive text does not do it justice. 
This talk is available on PCAS’s YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403. 

 

February Board Meeting  
Summary 

 

 

 The January 2024 Board minutes and the Febru-
ary treasurer’s report were approved.  

 The Board unanimously voted to appoint Ivan 
Strudwick to an open two-year term on the Board. It 
was noted that there are still a one-year term and an 
additional two-year term that are vacant. 

 Stephen Dwyer, Megan Galway, and Pat Max-
on will be attending the SCA Meeting in Riverside. 
Megan Galway will take available PCAS promotion-
al material for authors, speakers, scholarships, and 
membership. She has also sent emails to college and 
university instructors about PCAS scholarships. Rene 
Brace will send Board members examples of land 
acknowledgments.  

 After consideration of a grant application from 
Gabrielle Nicole Carpentier, a graduate student at 
CSU San Bernardino, the Board approved $250 to 
support her thesis research. 

 The March lecture meeting will be by Zoom only. 
There will be no in-person meeting. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

http://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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DIG THIS ... 
 

DIG THIS …..            

 
Lectures 

 
Drought-Induced Conflict Among The Ancient Ma-
ya, by Dr. Douglas J. Kennett (UC Santa Barbara). A 
hybrid National Lecture of the AIA, Los Angeles 
County chapter, 1201 9th St, Manhattan Beach, 
March 3, 2 pm (PT). Information and Zoom registra-
tion: www.archaeological.org/event/los-angeles-
society-national-lecture-program-lecture. 
 
Assessing the Variability and Chronology of Red 
Linear Style Pictographs in the Lower Pecos Can-
yonlands of Texas, by Jerod Roberts (ARARA Vice 
President). An online lecture of the American Rock 
Art Association (ARARA), March 9, 5:30 pm (PT). 
Free. Information: arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures. 
Past ARARA lectures available at 
channel/UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA  
 
Egyptomania and the Legacies of Imhotep, by Dr. 
Julia Troche (Missouri State University, visiting 
scholar of Egyptology at Brown). An ARCE/Bowers 
Museum onsite lecture, March 16, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; 
Bowers and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture 
available one week after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bow-
ers and ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and 
information: www.bowers.org.  
 

A Bowers Mu-
seum onsite lecture, March 23, 11 am. Fee: $15; 
members free. Recorded lecture available one week 
after onsite event. Fee: $10, members free. Ticket 
purchase and information: www.bowers.org.  
 

A Desert Chiefdom and the Metal Revolution (4500–
3600

 
Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube: 

 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 

Waystation Workshop: Strategizing Voluntary Re-
turns Of Cultural Heritage (Mexico And Central 
America), sponsored by the Cotsen Institute, is an in-
person or Zoom event. James West Alumni Center, 
UCLA, March 9, 10 am–5 pm. Information and regis-
tration: https://www.ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming.  

Sign Up for Ralphs  

Community Rewards 

 

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to Community 
Rewards. Link your card by searching for 
“Pacific Coast Archaeological Society” or 
inserting the PCAS organization number, QT023. 

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

Lectures   (continued) 

https://www.archaeological.org/event/los-angeles-society-national-lecture-program-lecture/
https://www.archaeological.org/event/los-angeles-society-national-lecture-program-lecture/
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
https://sdcas.org/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/archaeologyhour/
https://www.abdnha.org/calendar1.htm
https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://www.ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming
http://www.ralphs.com
https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS Speaker Calendar Zoom Meeting 

Email a new Zoom registration request by 
noon on Thursday, March 14, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed 
link to the meeting.

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome 
with registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your 

webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any 
technical problems prior to the beginning of the 
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.  

 

No in-person meeting in March. 

 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2024 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $50 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2024   PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

 Office Name Email Phone 

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

*Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393  

*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick  istrudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666 

 Field Trips  Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

 Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

