MARCH PCAS SPEAKER
John Michael Rafter

Coyote Hole Canyon Surprises

Coyote Hole Canyon is located near Joshua
Tree Village, California, near the north entrance to
Joshua Tree National Park. The approximately
3,000 foot long canyon stretches from south to
north, and rock art can be found on its east and
west sides on granitic boulders. Coyote Hole is the
name of the natural tank at the south end of the
canyon. The rock art was initially recorded in 1975
by Daniel McCarthy and the late Delcie Vuncan-
non. McCarthy and his team of volunteers accom-
plished a complete recording in 2016.

John Rafter was first introduced to Coyote Hole
Canyon and its rock art in 1990 by the late Wilson
G. Turner, although their (Continued on p. 4)
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PCAS MEETINGS CALENDAR

General Meeting
Free and Open To the Public

March 8 - 7:30 pm

Speaker: John Michael Rafter
Topic: Coyote Hole Canyon Surprises
Location: IRWD Community Room

15500 Sand Canyon Ave., Irvine

The Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses
the causes or activities of organizations that use the District’s
meeting rooms which are made available for public use.

BOARD MEETING
All Members Welcome

March 3 - 12 noon (date change)

Location: PCAS Curation Facility
For directions: 714-342-2534
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DINNER WITH THE SPEAKER

Please join this month’s speaker, John Rafter, for
dinner before the March 8 meeting, 6 pm, Mimi’s
Caf¢, 4030 Barranca Parkway, Irvine.

This will be your last Newsletter if you
haven’t renewed your membership! Use
the membership form in this Newsletter
or pay online at www.pcas.org.
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER NOTES

First People—A Revised
Chronology for San Diego County

By Megan Galway

Dennis Gallegos began his presentation with the
question, “How does CRM meld with history?” He
then described the archaeological history of San Die-
go County and what more has been learned from
recent CRM projects.

Malcom Rogers began his research in the area in
1919 and excavated over 300 sites before his death
from a car accident in 1960 at age 70. Notable dis-
coveries during this period were the Scraper Hill and
Harris sites. In 1929 Rogers described the sites on
the San Dieguito Plateau as an area of shell middens
containing manos, metates, hammerstones, and shell.
He named these people “Scraper Maker” (San Die-
guito) for their distinctive stone implements and esti-
mated their age as 3,000 to 2,000 years ago. Another
period which he named La Jollan was estimated at
2,000 to 500 years ago. Rogers’s work pre-dated
carbon dating.

Much more recently we have learned that the
Clovis culture existed on our continent 12,000 years
ago, and now researchers are dating sites in western
North America to at least 15,000 years ago. Al-
though migration across the Beringia land bridge
was quite possible, the earlier coastal sites are likely
due to the Kelp Highway as described by Jon Er-
landson. Coastal conditions were constant for great
distances down the coast allowing people to migrate
southward without the need to adapt to new climates
and resources. They had a ready source of fish,
shellfish, and water birds.

Study of these coastal settlements is complicated
by fluctuating sea levels which were about 300 feet
lower during this period. The Channel Islands were
larger, interconnected, and much closer to the main-
land. Many of the earlier sites have been found on
the islands, and many that existed on the mainland
are now likely well underwater. The climate during
the Paleolithic was cooler and more forested—
Torrey pines are a remnant population from that
time. The richest ocean resources are found in sub-
marine canyons, a number of which are found off the
San Diego coast, and the earliest San Diego sites are
found close to these canyons. Artifacts from the Re-
mington Hills site have been dated to older than
10,000 years ago.

Programs Chair Brian Steffensen with February speaker,
Dennis Gallegos.

Mr. Gallegos noted radiocarbon dating has im-
proved over time, but sites often produce a range of
dates which are then averaged. He described a dating
gap in the Batiquitos Lagoon from 3,000 to 1,500 years
ago. Cultural material is found before and after these
dates but core samples show just sediment during this
gap. It seems the lagoon silted up during the period.
Conditions were no longer suitable for shellfish, and
the people moved on to more productive sites.

Increased development in Southern California has
also increased the number and range of CRM projects,
and these have produced an extensive range of arti-
facts and associated dates. Details that Malcolm Rog-
ers never could have imagined are now available to
us, and UC San Diego is now including marine ar-
chaeology in their research in an effort to increase our
knowledge of coastal settlements.

x5 Like us on
Facebook

CURATION WORKDAY

March 3, 2018, 1 pm
PCAS Curation Facility

Red Car Building

When:
Where::

Everyone is welcome. No experience necessary!
Please contact Scott Findlay (714-342-2534, presi-
dent@pcas.org) for directions and to let us know
you will be coming.
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What Is I1t? Some Help Please (Part 1)

H. C. Koerper

In 1924 John Buxton moved into his newly built Redondo Beach home with its spacious attic, the perfect
storage area for this lapidarist’s collection of natural objects and artifacts. Alan Barstow, the present homeowner,
graciously allowed the author to peruse Buxton’s many and varied possessions. From among the testimony to this
stone worker’s curiosity and acquisitiveness, the author encountered, for instance, brass knuckles, an Australian
aboriginal boomerang, mineral and shell specimens, and the artifact pictured in Figure 1. Neither the function nor
provenance of the 83 cm long ethnographic rarity is certain.
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It exhibits palpable resemblance to small animal procurement weaponry used in the Great Basin and Southwest
culture areas—simple hunting technology employed to extract prey such as chuckwallas, woodrats, and rabbits
from crevices and dens. All are shafts with a barb, which is often a natural part of the stick (Figure 2), but it can
also be a separate piece fastened onto the shaft, or stick, and possessing mastic, usually pitch, to secure the binding
(Figures 3 and 4). It is asphaltum that secures the barb to the Buxton hunting weapon (Figure 5). An incandescent
sewing needle lightly touched to its asphaltum produced a bituminous odor rather than the smell of pine.

Figure 2. Figure 3.

Figure 4.

Differences between various capture sticks are
familiar through literature searches and examinations
of museum collections. A recurrent similarity is that
all or nearly all possess a sharply pointed barb, howev-
er, the mystery artifact’s termination is roundish. Fur- .
ther, the Buxton specimen is fancy in design and finish e -
in comparison to Great Basin and Southwest hooked  Figyre 5,
implements.

In cross-section the shaft is lenticular, and consequently the edges are somewhat sharp, a feature not observed
on other barbed sticks. Speculatively, this feature might have offered effective defense against a poisonous snake
angered at being extracted from its home. (to be continued)
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March Speaker (continued from p. 1)

focus was on the area surrounding the mouth of the
canyon. It was Delcie Vuncannon of nearby Yucca
Valley who enlisted his help in investigating the
rock art throughout the whole canyon from 1993 to
1996. During his study, he encountered several sur-
prises involving the rock art, the likes of which he
has not seen elsewhere. Mr. Rafter reported evidence
of the canyon's several rock art alignments with sig-
nificant solar events at the San Diego Rock Art
Symposium in 2016 and 2017. The alignments in-
volved both direct and indirect observations, which
include unique sunlight and shadow interactions
with rock art. Additional findings made between
2015 and 2017 revealed more solar alignments, and
one such alignment appears to have been observed
by someone or some group as recently as 2017. The
apparent theme of some of the rock art and their
alignments with the sun may also have ethnographic
support.

John Rafter.

John Rafter has been interested in the study of
rock art since 1975 when he was introduced to it by
the late Eugene Shepard, an avocational archaeolo-
gist for the San Bernardino County Museum, who
continued to take him to rock art sites until his pass-
ing in 1989. During this time, the late Wilson G.
Turner also took Mr. Rafter under his wings to fur-
ther educate him in the study of rock art. He became
Mr. Turner’s assistant field director in the Black
Canyon rock art recording project, funded by Earth-
watch, and he used his artistic talents to properly rec-
ord the canyon’s rock art. Other rock art researchers,
such as the late Arda Haenszel of San Bernardino
and Delcie Vuncannon of Yucca Valley, contributed

to Mr. Rafter’s growing knowledge of rock art and
geoglyphs. Ultimately, his study of rock art merged
with his interest in archaeoastronomy, which then
led him to sites he found to have astronomical con-
nections in areas once occupied by the Luisefio and
the Chemehuevi. This also led him to a fortuitous
meeting with the late Carobeth Laird, author of The
Chemeheuvis. Mrs. Laird, formerly the wife of John
Peabody Harrington and later married her Cheme-
huevi informant, George Laird, took it upon herself
to teach Mr. Rafter much of the Chemehuevi lan-
guage and lore. After her passing in 1983, he inher-
ited over 3,500 pages of her ethnographic notes that
contained rare information on the Chemehuevi’s
vast knowledge of astronomy. Mr. Rafter has orga-
nized these important bits of information into book
form which is presently being reviewed by Dr. E.
C. Krupp of the Griffith Observatory, one of the
foremost researcher in the field of archaeoastrono-
my. Since 1981, John has been invited by Ken
Hedges to be one of the speakers at the San Diego
Rock Art symposium, all on the subject of his many
archaeoastronomical findings.

FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING
SUMMARY

President Scott Findlay called the meeting to order
on February 10, 12:03 pm, at the Red Car Building.
Board Members present: Bob Brace, Gail Cochlin,
Megan Galway, Sherri Gust, Steve O’Neil, and
Brian Steffensen. PCAS members present: Hank
Koerper and Kathleen Shada.

The January 2018 minutes were approved, and the
November Treasurer’s report was accepted.

After discussion, long-time member Ardith Ha-
worth was appointed to the Board to fill the vacan-
cy left by resigned Board member Joe Hodulik. At
this time she joined the Board by speaker phone. Ar-
chaeology Day at Garfield Elementary has been
scheduled for May 25, and volunteers will be solicit-
ed. PCAS will have an information table at the Or-
ange County Historical Commission Jamboree at Ir-
vine Ranch Historic Park on April 21 and the usual
information and Quarterly sales table at the SCA
Meeting in San Diego in March.

Joe Hodulik earned $163 for the PCAS Schol-
arship fund in February! George Kline, BLM ar-
chaeologist, will lead a field trip to Dos Palmas on
March 31.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.
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FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP
By Steve Dwyer

The February 2018 PCAS field trip visited several
rock art sites in the Cima volcanic field in the Mojave
National Preserve. At least three styles of petroglyphs
were seen, plus a few pictographs. Several rockshel-
ters and some rock cairns were also examined. Per-
haps due to their remote locations, the sites were pris-
tine—only four mylar balloons were found (and re-
moved) all weekend.

MARCH FIELD TRIP

March 31, 2018

Dos Palmas Preserve with BLM Archaeologist
George Kline

The 1,400 acre Dos Palmas Preserve is managed
by the BLM and is at the heart of the 20,000 acre Salt
Creek Area of Critical Environmental Concern. It con-
tains a large oasis with fan palms and wetland habitat,
with pools fed by water seeping from the Coachella
Canal and several springs.

The field trip will include some hiking. The partici-
pants plan to dry camp in the area. Please be aware
you will be required to sign a waiver of liability and a
code of ethics. For information and to sign-up, contact
Steve Dwyer (714-969-1911) or Scott Findlay (714-
342-2534) at the March meeting or email
fieldtrips@pcas.org.

Visit Us at
the SCA Meeting!

PCAS will have an information and Quarterly sales
table at the SCA Meeting in San Diego. Please stop by
the vendor room! We’ll have current and back issues
of the Quarterly available for purchase and free incen-
tive publications included with a minimum purchase.

The PCAS Publications Committee is soliciting
articles for the Quarterly. Information for authors is
available at www.pcas.org/pdfissues.html. Please con-
tact publications@pcas.org with any questions.

Shop at AmazonSmile

and Amazon will make
a donation to:

Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society

-

amazon:mie
S —
Visit
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178
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DIG THIS ...

T

Exhibits

City and Cosmos: The Arts of Teotihuacan will pre-
sents recent findings from Mexican national and in-
ternational archaeological projects excavating at Teo-
tihuacan's three main pyramids—the Sun, Moon, and
the Feathered Serpent—and major residential com-
pounds. LACMA, March 25-July 15, 2018. Fee var-
ies. Information: www.lacma.org.

Lectures

Hard Road West—History and Geology Along the
Gold Rush Trail, by Dr. Keith Meldahl (Mira Costa
College), a public lecture of the SCA Annual Meet-
ing. Crown Plaza Hotel, Mission Valley, San Diego,
March 8, 7 pm. Free; parking fee $13. Information:

scahome.org.

General Patton in the Mojave Desert, by Michael
Ables (Executive Director, Patton Museum). An Old
School House Lecture, 6760 National Park Dr, Twen-
tynine Palms, March 9, 7 pm. Fee: $5. Information:
www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/lectures/old-
school-house-lecture-series/.

The History of Desert Magazine, by Phil Brigandi.
A lecture of the Anza-Borrego Natural History Asso-
ciation, March 9, 7:30 pm. Fee: $12, members $10.
Information and registration: www.abdnha.org/
calendarl.htm or 760-767-3098.

Prestige from Overseas Maritime Trade and Seafar-
ing Ventures in the Late Bronze Age Mediterrane-
an, by Caroline Sauvage (Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity), Bowers Museum, March 10, 1:30 pm. Fee:
$12; Bowers and ARCE members free. Information:
www.bowers.org or 714-567-3677.

Origin and Identity of the Hyksos Rulers of Egypt,
by Danielle Candelora (Ph.D. Candidate, UCLA), a
lecture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter. DeNault
Auditorium in Grimm Hall, Concordia University,
March 11, 2-4 pm. Fee: $5; students and members
free. Information: www.aia-oc.org.

Lectures (continued)

La Rumorosa Rock Art Along the Border: Califor-
nia, Colorado River Corridor, Arizona, and Baja,
by Don Liponi. A Coachella Valley Archaeological
Society presentation, Portola Community Center, 45-
480 Portola Ave., Palm Desert, March 15, 6:30 pm.
Free. Information: www.cvarch.org.

Rock Art of the Grand Canyon, by Steven Freers. A
lecture of the Anza-Borrego Natural History Associa-
tion, March 24, 6:30 pm. Fee: $12, members $10. In-
formation and registration: www.abdnha.org/
calendarl.htm or 760-767-3098.

Cultural Revitalization: Language, Basketweaving,
Relearning Traditional Tools, by Stephen O’Neil
(cultural anthropologist). A lecture of the Acjachemen
Indians of Orange County Community Story Project,
Laguna Niguel Library, 30341 Crown Valley Pkwy,
Laguna Niguel, March 25, 5 pm. Free. Information:
www.ocpl.org/acjachemen.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Malki Museum’s Annual Agave Harvest, led by
Daniel McCarthy, will be held April 7. Meet at Ca-
huilla Tewanet Overlook on the Palms to Pines Hwy
74. Fee: $10 donation. The Agave Roast will be held
at the Malki Museum, April 14. Food tasting will
begin at noon. Fee: Free admission, $10 for food
plates. Reservations recommended for both events:
951-849-7289. Information: www.malkimuseum.org.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our

non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR

April 19, 2018 (Third Thursday of April)
Don Liponi
La Rumorosa Rock Art

May 10, 2018
Dr. James S. Kus

What’s New in Machu Picchu?

June 21, 2018 (Third Thursday of June)
Dr. E. C. Krupp

Come to the March 8th Meeting

and hear John Rafter speak on
“Coyote Hole Canyon Surprises”!
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Office

*President
*Vice-President
*Secretary

*Treasurer

* Archivist
*Historian/Librarian
*Programs Chair
*Quarterly Editor
*Voting Member

Curator
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Field Trips Co-Chair
Historian/Librarian
Membership

Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Publicist

Refreshments
Scholarship

Website

*PCAS Board Member

Name

Scott Findlay
Steve O’Neil
Megan Galway
Bob Brace

Gail Cochlin
Jane Gothold
Brian Steffensen
Sherri Gust
Ardith Haworth
Mark Roeder
Joe Hodulik
Stephen Dwyer
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Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Sherri Gust
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Rene Brace

Email
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secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
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historian-librarian@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
ahaworth@pcas.org
curator(@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
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membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
info@pcas.org

Phone

714-342-2534
949-677-2391
714-539-6354
714-544-6282
714-745-0815
562-947-6506
714-348-9179
714-245-0264
949-854-7903
714-299-4150
949-300-1864
714-969-1911
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-245-0264
949-300-1864
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-544-6282

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2018 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)

O Active Member - $45

O Family Membership - $50
O Supporting Member* - $55
O Donor Member* - $75

O Lifetime Member* - $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly - $40

O Donation $

O Newsletter - $20

O Student Associate - $10 (email Newsletter only)

WWW.pCas.org

PO Box 10926

Return form with payment to:

PCAS Membership

Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926




