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JUNE PCAS SPEAKER
Dr. Gregory Haynes

Current Research Directions
for Prehistoric Ceramics in the
Southern California Deserts

In-Person and Zoom Meeting
June 13, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.

Speaker not will be present at the in-
person meeting but will appear via Zoom.

Archaeologists have long used pottery
to identify what prehistoric cultures lived
at a site—its cultural affiliation—and when
these cultural groups were there—its tem-
poral affiliation. Ceramics in the California

deserts have proven less than useful for es-
tablishing cultural and temporal affilia-
tions because they are primarily plain
wares that lack the kinds of diagnostic
markers that can be systematically and con-
sistently tracked through space and time.
This is unlike the American Southwest
where distinctive decorations, coupled with
pastes and tempers, have been spatially and
temporally delimited, and can therefore be
used as highly sensitive culture-historic
markers. This talk will discuss the problem
with using plain wares to establish cultural
and temporal affiliation at archaeological
sites and emerging solutions that may re-
solve some of these problems.

Plain ware pottery, however, was made
to accomplish specific subsistence tasks
for prehistoric families. Some pots were
used to store food and water, others for
processing and cooking foods, while still
others were related to serving and con-
sumption. One way to understand house-
hold technologies and subsistence activi-
ties is by determining the composition and
size of ceramic vessel assemblages used by
prehistoric households. How were these
vessels made; what kinds of vessels were
used by households during day-to-day ac-
tivities; and what do the different types of
vessels tell us about how these people
made a living in the distant past? The sec-
ond part of Dr. Haynes’s talk will focus on
his own research into pottery manufacture
and whole vessel forms from around now
extinct Lake Cahuilla. Continued on p.3

This is the combined June/July Newsletter.
There are no General Meetings in July and
August. The August/September Newsletter

will announce the September speaker.
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May Speaker Notes

Evidence for 18 ka Human
Occupation at Rimrock Draw
Rockshelter, Harney County, Oregon

By Megan Galway

This month we enjoyed hearing from Dr. Patrick
O’Grady about another site in Oregon which is return-
ing dates far earlier than those we learned about in the
“Clovis First” era. The Rimrock Draw Rockshelter is
located at the northern edge of the Great Basin in the
rain shadow of the Cascade Mountains. It is situated in
a basalt wall and is only about 3 m deep, so it is more
of an overhang than a cave. It overlooks a sagebrush
plain, which once contained an active watercourse. Dr.
O’Grady noted this stream channel was likely the rea-
son the habitation area was located there. The stream
ceased to exist about 7,000 years ago.

In 2009 Scott Thomas of the BLM was curious
about the site and discovered a large scatter of obsidian
chipping debris and stone tools surrounding the shelter.
Closer to the shelter itself, there were no visible artifacts
except a single stemmed point, leading Thomas to be-
lieve there was material deeper below the surface. In
2010 and 2011 a survey was conducted by the Oregon
Archaeological Society and identified mostly stemmed
points dating to 7,000 to 15,000 years ago but little or
nothing from more recent periods. At the end of the
2011 field season, Dr. O’Grady’s field school per-
formed two weeks of excavation at the rockshelter,
reaching 150 cm below the surface and revealing strati-
graphic deposits.

In 2012 and for the next eight seasons, the Universi-
ty of Oregon field school worked on the site. Excavated
silt was screened and placed in an estimated 10,000
sandbags, which were then used to backfill the units
after each season. Calibrated radiocarbon dates from
various plants dated back to about 10,000 years ago. At
this time there was a rock fall in the shelter creating a
3,000 year gap in the dating. Below the gap, dating was
mostly based on bison and camelid teeth, and these
dates ranged from 13,000 to 18,000 years ago. All the
dated material was associated in some way with stone
tools and chipping debris. Little evidence was found of
Clovis technology, but that would have been in the
missing period caused by the rock fall, and the presence
of Clovis cannot be ruled out.

A stratigraphic analysis showed evidence of an ac-
tive stream channel and high energy flood events. The
area later became marshier and a likely source of wet-
lands resources, and within this layer was where much of
the diagnostic evidence was located. Above this was a
fine layer of volcanic ash from the Mount Mazama erup-
tions around 7,700 years ago. Above this were wind-
blown sands and silts with very little cultural material. In
a trench on the north side of the old stream channel, the

. A
PCAS May speaker, Dr. Patrick O’Grady.

team found evidence of an active spring. In an attempt
to identify the reason for the high energy flood events,
Dr. O’Grady surveyed the surrounding area. He identi-
fied a large area of Pleistocene lakes with just one main
outlet leading to the streambed in front of the shelter.
Trenches located downstream from the shelter showed
stratigraphy similar to that at the site.

Of the diagnostic artifacts found, only about 12
were more recent than 6,500 years ago. Nearly 150
were older than 6,500 years ago, strongly indicating the
area was generally abandoned 6,500 years ago. Gravers
and spurred tools with specialized uses were made of
fine quality stone and found under the rock fall. Cres-
cents, generally associated with shallow lake shores,
were found in deeply buried contexts. Obsidian was
identified to sites 50 miles or more away. Sagebrush,
rabbitbrush, and juniper were found throughout the de-
posits, and the firepits contained a variety of food and
medicinal plants. A number of radiocarbon dates on the
bison and camelids were duplicated and found to be
very consistent.

Under the rock fall was an ash layer from a Mt. St.
Helens eruption 15,300 years ago. Below this layer
was a fragment of camel tooth enamel dated to 18,300
years ago, and below that was a chalcedony flake tool
with traces of bison blood. Dr. O’Grady believes this
may be the oldest stone tool so far found in North
America. Additional blood residue analyses identified
horse and mountain sheep.

Due to the undisturbed nature of the stratigraphy
under the rock fall and the consistency of duplicated
carbon dates, Dr. O’Grady is confident that the data
confirm human occupation of the site as early as
18,000 years ago.

This and other past lectures are available on the
PCAS YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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2024 Scholarship Report

Members of the PCAS Board have voted to award
four applicants with our 2024 scholarships. Many
thanks to those students who applied, and we wish
you all well with your future studies. Congratulations
to the following recipients!

Kira Klonel is a student at the University of
California, Santa Cruz, expecting to graduate in
2025. She grew up in Los Angeles where she was
able to visit a number of wonderful museums and
was exposed to fossils of all ages including a cast
of Lucy. This led to a later, more formal, interest in
both physical and cultural anthropology. This sum-
mer she is looking forward to attending a field
school in Spain focusing on paleoanthropology.
After graduate school, Kira is aiming for a career in
paleoanthropology and human evolution. Kira will
receive the Sherri Gust Memorial Scholarship.

Katilin Jones is attending California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento, and will graduate in 2025. She
credits her interest in archaeology to stories told by
her father of excavating at Salmon Ruins as a teen-
ager and visiting exotic foreign lands with the US
Navy. Returning to college later in life, she chose
archaeology as her major and is dedicated to learn-
ing as much as she can. Her practical experience
includes a laboratory methods class and working as
an archaeology technician under the supervision of
Miwok tribal representatives. She plans to attend
field school this summer with the Foothill Califor-
nia Field School. Katilin hopes to earn her master’s
degree at Sacramento State and find a position
which supports her love of Indigenous archaeology
as it relates to California’s past. Katilin will receive
the Gloria Bogdan Memorial Scholarship.

Kylie Moore is attending California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton, majoring in anthropology and
expecting to graduate in 2025. She has had a life-
long interest in early cultures since reading about
Pompeii as a child. This was reinforced by family
road trips to the Southwest. In the fall of 2023, she
took an archaeology fieldwork class at CSUF, ex-
cavating an early Native American site. After at-
taining her master’s degree, Kylie hopes to find an
archaeological position with a government agency
such as the US Forest Service or Bureau of Land
Management. Kylie will receive the Myrtle Soder-
berg Memorial Scholarship.

Brian Rogers is an anthropology student at
Fullerton College, transferring this fall to Califor-
nia State University, Fullerton. He is a non-
traditional student having developed an interest in
archaeology during the pandemic shutdown and

deciding to pursue it further. He has a keen interest
in cultural and linguistic anthropology and credits
that in part to having a mother of Basque heritage
and her stories of the culture. Brian hopes to contin-
ue into the master’s program with a view of eventu-
ally becoming a professor. Brian will receive the
Scott Findlay Memorial Scholarship.

The PCAS Scholarship and Grant program is
fully supported by donations. The Myrtle Soder-
berg Memorial Scholarship is named for a found-
ing member. The Scott Findlay and Sherri Gust
Memorial Scholarships are named after PCAS past
presidents, and the Sherri Gust Scholarship is
funded by Cogstone, the CRM company Sherri
founded. The Gloria Bogdan Memorial Scholar-
ship is named for a life member and is fully funded
by her husband, Tom. PCAS is fortunate to have
members so dedicated to furthering the archaeo-
logical discipline.

May Speaker (continued from p. 1)

Dr. Gregory Haynes has been a practicing ar-
chaeologist since 1985 and over his career has
worked in the public, private, and university sectors.
He specializes in the hunter-gatherers of the Great
Basin and Ancestral Puebloan agriculturalists of the
American Southwest. He obtained a Ph.D. from the
University of Nevada, Reno, in 2004 studying a
Paleoindian complex in the northern Armargosa De-
sert. Dr. Haynes has conducted a wide variety of in-
vestigations in Nevada, Utah, and Arizona, including
pedestrian inventory, archaeological and architectur-
al documentation, surface collection, subsurface test-
ing, data recovery, and even some geophysical sur-
veys. Recent career highlights include research on a
large pictograph complex at Fort Hunter Liggett in
Monterey County, where he obtained portable X-ray
florescence data on approximately 100 images; de-
velopment of a monograph for the BLM on Califor-
nia desert ceramics (with Dr. Karen Harry); and
analyses of Patayan Tradition ceramics from around
now extinct Lake Cahuilla.

r’5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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DIG THIS ... ﬁ'

Lectures

The Chumash Uprising of 1824: What We Know 200
Years Later, by Dr. John Johnson (Curator Emeritus
of Anthropology, SBMNH), presented by the Santa
Barbara County Archaeological Society. Santa Barba-
ra Museum of Natural History, June 3, 7:30 pm. Free.
Information: https://www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar/.

The Mysterious Osireion of Seti I, by Bryan Kraemer
(Egyptologist). An ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite
lecture, June 8, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Recorded lecture available one week
after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bowers and ARCE mem-
bers free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Diving into the Archaeological Mystic—A Taino Un-
derworld and Sacred Landscape in the Caribbean,
by John Foster (archaeologist). An in-person and
Zoom lecture of the Sacramento Archaeological Soci-
ety, July 13, 2 pm (PT). Free. Information: https://
www.sacarcheology.org/activities/calendars/
SASCalendar2024.pdf.

Slithering... Horned and Crested Serpents in Jornada
Mogollon and Mimbres Iconography, by Margaret
Berrier. A virtual lecture of the San Diego Rock Art
Association, August 11, 4 pm. Free. Information and
registration: www.sandiegorockart.org/index.html.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

California Indian Basketweavers Gathering will be
held June 28-30 at the Morongo Cultural Center, 13000
Malki Rd., Banning. Information: https://ciba.org.

From Dinosaurs to People—Reliving Orange Coun-
ty’s Past. Heritage Museum of Orange County, 3101
W. Harvard, June 8, 11 am-3 pm. Fee: $5; children
under 14 free. Information: heritagemuseumoc.org.

2024 Pecos Conference will be held at Chino Valley,
Arizona, August 1-4. Information:
www.pecosconference.org.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

May Board Meeting
Summary

President Stephen Dwyer called the May 16
meeting to order at 6 pm via Zoom. PCAS Board
members present: Rene Brace, Stephen Dwyer, Ire-
ne Foster, Megan Galway, Joe Hodulik, Pat Max-
on, and Ivan Strudwick. PCAS members present:
Bob Brace and Jane Gothold.

The April 2024 Board minutes and the May
Treasurer’s report were approved.

Dr. Patricia Martz has agreed to be PCAS’s rep-
resentative to IRWD for our meeting rooms. Ardy
Haworth is moving out-of-state to be closer to fami-
ly and can no longer serve in that capacity. We thank
Ardy and wish her the best in this new adventure!

Megan Galway has distributed the scholarship
applications to Board members. She asked that all
Board members rank the applications by the next
Monday so that scholarship applicants can be noti-
fied and winners announced in the June Newsletter.

Steve Dwyer, Bob and Rene Brace, Irene Fos-
ter, and Pat Maxon visited the Cooper Center after
there was a report of damp and damaged PCAS box-
es. There was no damage to PCAS Quarterly issues,
but several boxes of dreck that had been scheduled
for discard were damaged. The boxes were disposed
of and the area cleaned. We thank Cooper Center
Paleontology Curator Dr. William Gelnaw for his
assistance and a tour of the facility.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants
for this opportunity to earn a donation of at
least 1 percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go
to www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an
account.

I. On the “My Account” page, scroll to
Community Rewards. Link your card by
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization
number, QT023.

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!



https://www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar/
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
https://www.sacarcheology.org/activities/calendars/SASCalendar2024.pdf
https://www.sacarcheology.org/activities/calendars/SASCalendar2024.pdf
https://www.sacarcheology.org/activities/calendars/SASCalendar2024.pdf
https://www.sandiegorockart.org/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://ciba.org/
http://heritagemuseumoc.org/
https://www.pecosconference.org/
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
http://www.ralphs.com

June/July 2024 PCAS Newsletter Vol. 63, Nos. 6&7

PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:
1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

In-Person Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

Location:  IRWD Community Room No lecture meetings in July and August.
15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine

September 12, 2024
Irvine Ranch Water District makes its facilities available Dr. Carolyn Boyd
for use by residents and nonprofit organizations merely as
a public service, but does not, by allowing this use, en-
dorse or support the purpose of the event or its sponsor. Othber 10, 2024
David Lee

: ing R A E E
Zoom Meetlng Seeing Rock Art through the Eyes of the Elders

e Email a Zoom registration request by noon on Nov?mb.er 14,2024
Thursday, June 13, to membership@pcas.org. David Nichols
You will receive an emailed link to the meeting.

December 12,2024
Dr. Duncan McLaren

® Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

, Is there a speaker you would like to
PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom

ino?
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech- hear at a future meeting N If so, please l,et
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS PCAS Programs Chair Joe Hodulik

General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. know at programs@pcas.org.
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2024 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 714-969-1911
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282
*Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Field Trips Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org  949-677-2391
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost(@pcas.org 714-969-1911

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2024 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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