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In-Person and Zoom Meeting 

June 8, 7:30 pm. See p. 3.  

(Continued on p. 3) 
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May Speaker Notes 
 

Archaeological Investigations at  
CA-ORA-423, a Multicomponent Site in 

the Lower Aliso Creek Drainage,  
Orange County, California 

 

By Megan Galway 
 

Lauren Biltonen and Aimee Montenegro presented 
the history and findings of investigations at CA-ORA-
423. The site has been excavated and studied over 
many years and is believed to have been occupied dur-
ing various periods for over 4,000 years. The presenta-
tion identified these occupations based on the material 
remains found in each stratum. 

 The site is in the lower Aliso Creek drainage where 
it is joined by another creek, The deeply eroded chan-
nel has long stretches of midden revealed in its banks 
The full extent of the site is unknown, and much of it 
is still buried under alluvium and park related con-
struction. Several projects over the years have recov-
ered bone, shell, chipped stone artifacts, groundstone, 
hearths, fire-affected rock, a dog burial, and human 
burials. The artifacts represent intermittent occupa-
tions from the Milling Stone through late Prehistoric 
periods. It appears to have been a seasonally occupied 
village during earlier occupations and a seasonal camp 
more recently. 

 

 

 Resources identified in the sites are consistent with 
surrounding areas: groundstone for grinding acorns 
found in oak woodland, faunal remains of small ani-
mals from coastal sage scrub, and fish and invertebrate 
remains from the nearby rocky shoreline. The most 

prolific species throughout the site were inverte-
brates, mostly mussels.  

 Most of the artifacts found were locally sourced 
with the exception of some obsidian and steatite, 
which must have been traded in from elsewhere. A 
number of radiocarbon dates were recorded, primarily 
from items associated with the burials, with the hu-
man burials returning dates of around 3,068 BC to 
2,276 BC The dog burial was more recent, dating to 
100 BC to AD 30. 

Steatite beads.   

examining lithics. 
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2023 Scholarship Report 
 

In-Person Meeting  

 Location:  IRWD Community Room 
    15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine  

Zoom Meeting 
 Email a new Zoom registration request by noon on 

Thursday, June 8, to membership@pcas.org. You 
will receive an emailed link to the meeting. 

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with 
registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any technical 
problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS General 

Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. 

June Speaker   (continued from p. 1) 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
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available one week after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bow-
ers and ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and 
information: www.bowers.org.  
 

 
Two Spirit Artists Imagining Otherwise, by Paul 
Montaño (Yoeme/Papago/Purepecha). Bowers Muse-
um onsite lecture, June 17, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; mem-
bers $10. Recorded lecture available one week after 
onsite event. Fee: $10, members $5. Ticket purchase 
and information: www.bowers.org.  
 
Islands Through Time: A Human and Ecological 
History of California’s Northern Channel Islands, 
by Dr. Todd J. Braje (San Diego State University). A 
lecture of the San Diego County Archaeological So-
ciety, Rancho Penasquitos Adobe, 12122 Canyonside 
Park Driveway, San Diego, June 27, 7:30 pm. Infor-
mation: sdcas.org. 
 
Past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube at 

 
 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 

The California Indian Basketweavers’ Gathering 
will be held June 30–July 2 at the Middletown 
Rancheria, Twin Pine Casino and Hotel, Middletown. 
Information: https://ciba.org. 
 
2023 Pecos Conference will be held in the Flagstaff 
area, Arizona, August 10–13. Information: 
www.pecosconference.org. 
 
The 38th Great Basin Anthropological Conference 
will be held October 18–21 at Riverhouse on the 
Deschutes in Bend, Oregon. Early fee pricing through 
September 15: $125; member $112.50; student $75. 
Information and registration: greatbasinanthropologi-
calassociation.org. 
 
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 
newsletter@pcas.org.  
 

DIG THIS ...  

DIG THIS …..            

 Exhibits 
 

Maya: The Exhibition features more than 250 arti-
facts. California Science Center, through January 15, 
2024. Cost varies. Timed tickets and information:  
californiasciencecenter.org. 
 

Lectures 
 
Archaeology Outside the Box, by Dr. Hans Barnard 
(Cotsen researcher and author). A lecture of the 
Cotsen Institute, UCLA, Luskin Conference Center, 
June 1, 6 pm (reception 7 pm). Free. Registration re-
quired: ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming. In-person 
RSVP by May 25: mjacobson@ioa.ucla.edu. 
 
Local Native American Use of SoCal’s Native 
Plants, by Stephen O’Neil (anthropologist/
archaeologist, PCAS President). Tree of Life Nurse-
ry, 33201 Ortega Highway, San Juan Capistrano, 
June 3, 9:30 am. Free. Information:  
californianativeplants.com. 

 
Distilled California, Santa Ana’s Chinatown Revis-
ited: Ashes and Resolution, by Dylan Almendral 
(historian). Bowers Museum, June 3, 6 pm. Cocktail 
reception and museum access, 6 pm; courtyard lec-
ture, 8 pm. Fee: $50; members $40. Information: 
www.bowers.org.  
 

 

 
Many Ways to Paint a Coffin: The Relationship Be-
tween Coffin Decoration and Functionality at Akh-
mim and Thebes After the New Kingdom, by Dr. 
Kea Johnston (UC Berkeley). An ARCE/Bowers Mu-
seum onsite lecture, June 10, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; 
Bowers and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture 

Lectures  (continued) 

http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
https://www.sandiegorockart.org/
http://www.bowers.org
https://sdcas.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://ciba.org/
https://www.pecosconference.org/
https://greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org/
https://greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org/
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
https://californiasciencecenter.org/
https://ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming
mailto:mjacobson@ioa.ucla.edu
https://californianativeplants.com/
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming
mailto:%20mjacobson@ioa.ucla.edu
mailto:desertinstitute@joshuatree.org
mailto:desertinstitute@joshuatree.org
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS Speaker Calendar 

Dr. Philip de Barros  
Exciting Pottery Discoveries in the Coachella  
Valley: 14th Century Ceramic Firing Pits in the  
City of Coachella? 
  
October 12, 2023 
Dr. Ian Straughn 
Archaeology in Interim Spaces: Excavation and 
Pedagogy at the Historic Bonita Camp Site on the 
UCI campus 

Massive effects and consequences of the Younger 
Dryas Cometary Impact with Earth 12,800 years ago  

Sign Up for Ralphs  

Community Rewards 

 

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to 
Community Rewards. Link your card by 
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological 
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization 
number, QT023. 

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

http://www.ralphs.com


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2023 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2023   PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

Office Name Email Phone 

*Vice–President Steve O’Neil vicepresident@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

  Secretary  secretary@pcas.org  

*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Curator  curator@pcas.org  

*Field Trips  Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro ddegennaro@pcas.org  

*Voting Member Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

 Archivist  archivist@pcas.org  

 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

