June PCAS Speaker
John W. Foster

Voices From Coaybay:
The Archaeological Study and
Preservation of a Deep-Water
Sinkhole in the Dominican Republic

Zoom Meeting
June 11, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.

Manantial de la Aleta is a flooded limestone sink-
hole deep within the tropical forest of Cotubanama
National Park in eastern Dominican Republic. Archae-
ological investigations were requested by Dominican
authorities in 1996 to determine the nature of the site
and how to preserve it in a National Park. This led to a
three-year research effort by Indiana University, guid-
ed by Dominican experts, to document La Aleta as the
first known offertory site in the Taino culture area—a
Taino cenote. Underwater preservation conditions
were extraordinary allowing the recovery of select
artifacts that normally don’t survive in tropical cli-
mates. These examples, some over 1,000 years old,
reveal much about Taino material culture and the of-
ferings to sustain a watery underworld called
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“Coaybay.” This talk will examine the La Aleta arti-
facts and the sacred landscape they occupy. Taino cul-
tural observations recorded by Fray Ramoén Pané in
1494-98, can help us understand the nature of votive
activity in an extraordinary archaeological context.

Note: No human remains were encountered during
this study.

John W. Foster earned a BA (UCLA) and MA
(Long Beach State) in Anthropology (Archaeology)
and did further graduate study at the University of Ari-
zona. He was hired by Fritz Riddell to develop and
manage CRM programs in State Parks. John retired
from a 34-year park career and held an adjunct faculty
position at Indiana University for 20 years. As the Cali-
fornia State Underwater Archaeologist, Mr. Foster
helped extend state park management offshore in Cali-
fornia to include shipwrecks and submerged cultural
features. He has published widely on underwater ar-
chaeology, rock art, park management, and other re-
search topics. He has done field work across Califor-
nia, the American Southwest, Baja California, central
Mexico, and the Caribbean. He has been part of three
National Geographic specials including the search for a
Columbus shipwreck and Capt. Kidd’s pirate ship. He
also worked with INAH of Baja California to record
and identify a Manila Galleon shipwreck.

This is the combined June/July Newsletter.
There are no General Meetings in July and
August. The August/September Newsletter
will announce the September speaker.
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May PCAS Speaker Notes

Rewriting the Legacy of the
Rose Spring Site (CA-INY-372)

By Albert Knight

Our May 14 Zoom speaker was Dr. Mark Q. Sut-
ton. The presentation provided an update on our cur-
rent understanding of the important Rose Spring site
(CA-INY-372). As the name indicates, the site is locat-
ed in Rose Valley, which is the location of a portion of
the pluvial Owens River and can be found south of
Owens Lake and north of Little Lake, in Inyo County,
California. The first major excavations of the consider-
able midden at what became known as Locus 1 were
performed by the University of California, Berkeley,
during 1956-1961. Based on those excavations, the
Rose Spring site was described by Robert F. Heizer
and Martin A, Baumhoff (1961) as the type site for
Rose Spring style projectile points, which are found in
many parts of the Great Basin.

Subsequent excavations were performed by the
University of California, Riverside, between 1987 and
1989. The report from the Berkeley excavations con-
centrated on the lithic technology found at the site and
concluded that the site was a focus for major big-game
hunting. That conclusion has “colored” the subsequent
archaeological literature and the associated interpreta-
tion of many other Great Basin sites where Rose
Spring style projectile points are found. Dr. Sutton not-
ed that although a considerable amount of milling
stone technology was evident—metates, manos, etc.—
that information did not make it into the Berkeley re-
port, in part because the person that wrote the report
never saw the site for himself!

The later UC Riverside excavations examined a
much larger portion of the site, described six additional
loci and other prehistoric features (including numerous
bedrock mortars and grinding slicks) and as stated by
Dr. Sutton, “recovered a much larger sample of materi-
al culture.” The site is considered to have been occu-
pied almost continuously since ca. 6,500 years ago,
and four primary periods of occupation were identified
(i.e., Pinto, Montane 1 (Elko), Rose Spring, and Mon-
tane Il (Late period). Dr. Sutton’s talk largely focused
on the fact that while the production of obsidian bifac-
es continued to be an important activity across many
centuries, the Rose Spring site also evolved into a ma-
jor village at about 1,500 years ago, and it continued to
be a regionally important place during the entire Rose
Spring phase (ca. 1,500 to 600 BP). However, the site
was apparently abandoned before the arrival of Euro-
Americans, and so there is no ethnohistoric village
name associated with it. Again, Dr. Sutton empha-

PCAS May speaker, Dr. Mark Sutton.

sized that the information on the broader ground stone
milling technology, as revealed by the UC Riverside
excavations, “has significant ramifications for the in-
terpretation of California and Great Basin archaeolo-
gy.” Specifically, the generally held notion that Nu-
mic peoples emphasizing milling stone technology for
plant processing replaced earlier people who had few
milling stones and emphasized hunting is probably
wrong. As a result, the precontact history of the Great
Basin should be reconsidered.

Note that the May presentation was not recorded
and is therefore not available on the PCAS YouTube
channel. Please remember that in addition to the com-
ments found here, Dr. Sutton’s presentation is summa-
rized in the May PCAS Newsletter, Volume 65, Num-
ber 5, p. 1. This issue of the Newsletter also includes a
considerable amount of information about Dr. Sutton
including on his long and successful academic career,
including working for various CRM firms, the BLM,
the United States Air Force, as a professor at Califor-
nia State University Bakersfield (1987-2007) and at
the University of San Diego (2012-2022), his many
published and unpublished reports (most based on his
own field research), and his many books, monographs,
articles, and reviews in the fields of archaeology and
anthropology. He is also now the editor of the PCAS
Quarterly.

o5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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DIG THIS ...
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A Natural History of Human Longevity, by Dr.
Michael Gurven (UC Santa Barbara). A lecture of the
Santa Barbara Archaeological Society, Santa Barbara
Museum of Natural History, June 1, 7 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: https://www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar/9169/
a-natural-history-of-human-longevity.

Lectures

Assessing Abydos: Excavating Bricks and Archives
for Answers about Early Kingship, by Dr. Laurel
Bestock (Brown University), June 13, 1:30 pm.
Here Comes the Sun: A diachronic study of the
role of music in the Amarna Period, by Waleed el-
Hawakty (American University in Cairo), July 11,
1:30 pm. ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lectures.
Fee: $15; Bowers and ARCE members free. Rec-
orded lecture available one week after onsite event.
Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE members free. Ticket
purchase and information: www.bowers.org.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.voutube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

From Dinosaurs to People will trace OC history
back to prehistoric eras and have vendors, exhibitors,
hands-on activities, food trucks. Heritage Museum of
Orange County, 3101 W. Harvard, Santa Ana, June
13, 10 am—3 pm. Free. Information: heritagemu-

Seumoc.org.

California Indian Basketweavers’ 35th Annual
Gathering 2026, Graton Resort and Casino, Rohnert
Park, June 19-21. Information: https://ciba.org.

Summer Solstice Boutique will have Native vendors
and family activities. Oakbrook Chumash Indian Mu-
seum, 3290 Lang Ranch Pkwy, Thousand Oaks, June
27, 10 am—4 pm. Fee: $8, seniors $5, members free.
Information : www.chumashmuseum.org/event-
details/summer-solstice-boutique.

The 2026 Pecos Conference will be held near
Mancos, Colorado, August 6—9. Fee. Information:
www.pecosconference.org/2025.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

2026 Scholarship Report

Members of the PCAS Board have voted to award
the following applicants with our 2026 scholarships.
Many thanks to those students who applied, and we
wish you all well with your future studies.

Angelica Juan-Tapia is a senior at California State
University, Long Beach, graduating December 2026.
Starting out as a computer science major at Long
Beach, she switched to community college during the
pandemic and changed her major to anthropology due
to its connection to people. After completing her lower
division classes, she transferred back to Long Beach.
Working on the analysis of an Arizona collection led to
a mini-field trip to the site and excavation experience.
This summer she will spend six weeks working in that
same area in Arizona. After graduation, Angelica plans
to seek work with a CRM company before returning to
school to pursue a master’s degree. Angelica will re-
ceive the Scott Findlay Memorial Scholarship.

Ximena Valerdi is a senior at California State Univer-
sity, San Marcus, and expects to graduate in spring
2027. A career assessment in middle school suggested
anthropology, about which she knew very little, but
over time became more and more interested in it. She
enjoys the scientific aspect of archaeology and also its
demand for cultural sensitivity and ethical responsibil-
ity. She attended the San Bernadino County Museum’s
field school at the Aqua Mansa Pioneer Cemetery in
fall 2025 learning documentation and mapping. She is
also attending an osteology lab program in Palencia,
Spain, gaining experience in laboratory methods rele-
vant to bioarchaeology. Ximena plans to continue with
graduate studies in bioarchaeology and ultimately
Mesoamerican studies to investigate her own heritage.
Ximena will receive the Gloria Bogdan Memorial
Scholarship.

Alexis Yrigoyen is a senior at California State Poly-
technic University, Pomona, and expects to graduate in
spring 2027. An early fascination with ancient civiliza-
tions led to a serious interest in anthropology and ar-
chaeology. Like Ximena, she attended the field school
at the Agua Mansa Pioneer Cemetery learning archaeo-
logical techniques. This reinforced her interest in ar-
chaeology, and she has since returned to the project as
a volunteer crew chief. Alexis has developed a particu-
lar interest in noninvasive field methods and is also
pursuing training in marine archaeology. She will re-
ceive the Myrtle Soderberg Memorial Scholarship.

PCAS scholarships are made possible through the
generosity of our members and supporters. In the
past, Joe Hodulik’s wonderful and fun fundraising
had gone far in supporting the scholarship fund.
Since we switched to mostly Zoom meetings, this
resource is no longer available, and we have to de-
pend on direct donations. Please help us continue
this valuable program.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

e Email a new Zoom registration request by No meetings in July and August.

noon on Thursday, June 11 to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed September 10, 2026 Online Meeting

link to the meeting. Dr. Ted Goebel
e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome ) )

e When the presentation starts, please mute e

your microphone and turn off your

webcam November 12, 2026 Online Meeting

Albert Knight

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any December 10, 2026 Holiday Meeting
technical problems prior to the beginning of the Dr. Brian Dervin Dillon
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. A Life in Ruins: 54 Years of Archaeology in
California and Beyond
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2026 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone
*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717
*Hospitality Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor Mark Sutton publications@pcas.org 661-203-8670
Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2026 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund
O Active Member — $45 O Quarterly — $50 OO0 Donation $
O Family Membership — $50 O Newsletter — $20
O Supporting Member* — $55 Join online:

www.pcas.org/membrs.html

O Donor Member* — $75 Or return with payment to:

O Lifetime Member* — $1000 Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

" oo . . PO Box 10926
May be individual or family membership WWW.pPCAs.org Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926



http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

