January PCAS Speaker
Dr. Loren G. Davis

Deep Time Perspectives on
Nez Perce Culture from the
Cooper's Ferry/Nipéhe Site, Idaho

In-Person and Zoom Meeting
January 11, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.

Speaker will not be present at the
in-person meeting.

Archaeological excavations conducted at the
Cooper's Ferry/Nipéhe site in Western Idaho's lower
Salmon River canyon revealed a long record of
repeated human occupation beginning by ~16,000
years ago. This record greatly extends our knowledge
of Nez Perce heritage in the southern Columbia River
Plateau region and reveals the deep roots of regional

JANUARY 2024

PCAS Newsletter

The Monthly Publication of the
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

WWW.pcas.org

Volume 63 Number 1 ISSN 0270-6776

cultural patterns. This presentation discusses how the
archaeological record at the Cooper's Ferry/Nipéhe
site tells us about the early ancestors of the Nez Perce
peoples and describes an emerging pattern of peoples
in the Americas thousands of years before the Clovis
Paleoindian Tradition.
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Dr. Loren G. Davis is a professor of anthropology
at Oregon State University and the Executive Director
of the Keystone Archaeological Research Fund. He
received his PhD from the University of Alberta in
2001 and joined the faculty at Oregon State
University in 2004. His research focuses on the
Pleistocene archaeology and geoarchaeology of
western North America related to the early peopling
of the Americas. He is currently pursuing
archaeological projects above and below sea level in
Idaho, Oregon, and Baja California. He directed
archaeological research at the Cooper’s Ferry site in
western Idaho in 1997 and from 2009 to 2018. This
work produced evidence of early human presence in
North America beginning at least 16,000 years ago.

Happy New Year!
Renew your PCAS membership
online: www.pcas.org/membrs.
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December Speaker Notes

A Guiding Light:
The Piedra de Lumbre Quarry, Flaked

Stone Tools, and Precontact Archaeology
Aboard MCB Camp Pendleton

By Megan Galway

Dr. Scott D. Sunell is a staff archaeologist on Camp
Pendleton and presented his study on the distribution
of lithics from the Piedra de Lumbre (PDL) chert quar-
ry site. Surrounding villages have been extensively
excavated and studied over the years, and this study
was primarily a reanalysis of existing lithic collections
to identify the direction and volume of trade from the
area. In 2011 a basewide research statement was writ-
ten, and at that time there were 545 known sites. Sur-
veys since then have increased that number to 908.

Four villages are considered in the study:
Pomamai, Chakape, Ushmay, and Topmai. The area
includes a variety of vegetation zones including ripari-
an, coastal sage scrub, and oak woodland. As such,
there would have been a variety of resources for vil-
lages in the area. Based on previous ethnographic
studies, Dr. Sunell believes villages were occupied by
extended family groups with common ancestry. They
were considered the central places of the communities
with smaller areas of lithic scatter being identified as
resource processing sites.

Piedra de Lumbre is the only known quarry site in
the area and is within 4 k of Chakape, while all three
of the other villages are 10 to 15 k away. The chert is
found in narrow bands in two main outcrops with a
saddle between them. Only a limited amount of the
material is suitable for tool making, which is thought
to have taken place on the saddle. It is perhaps not
surprising that Chakape has the highest ratio of the
PDL chert to other materials. Collections from the site
contain a high number of projectile points and bifaces
but few cores, and there is a suggestion that Chakape
being closest to the source exerted some control over
the quarry.

Pomamai also has a high ratio of PDL material,
similar to Chakape. There is some discussion as to
whether Pomamai is an actual village and whether
Chakape did not exercise complete control over the
quarry. Possibly Pomamai was actually an acorn pro-
cessing site affiliated with Chakape. Ushmay has a
lower proportion of PDL material in a larger overall
collection but still a richer PDL assemblage than To-
pomai. A higher ratio of finished tools at Topomai
suggests the trade of finished tools with Chakape ra-
ther than raw material. Trade of PDL material beyond
the immediate area appears to be primarily to the
south and west with little being found (or at least
identified) in Orange County. This is possibly due to

PCAS December speaker, Dr. Scott D. Sunell.

familial ties to the southern region. In general Dr.
Sunell believes PDL chert was not an important re-
source compared to other locally available material.

In conclusion, Dr. Sunell noted future mitigation
efforts on the base may necessitate further excava-
tion, but meanwhile the study of existing collections
should produce much more information on the cultur-
al history of the area.

#’5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc

New PCAS Board Members

PCAS members elected three Board members in
the November electronic election. Thank you to all our
members who voted so that we would have a quorum!

Congratulations to:

Megan Galway, our Membership Chair and Co-
Chair of the Scholarship Committee.

Joe Hodulik, our Programs Chair who schedules
our outstanding speakers.

Patrick O. Maxon, a consultant in cultural re-
source management for 30 years and the Director of
Cultural Services for VCS Environmental in San Juan
Capistrano.



https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc

January 2024 PCAS Newsletter Vol. 63, No. 1

DIG THIS ...

ﬁ'

Reclaiming El Camino: Native Resistance in the
Missions and Beyond. Autry Museum of the Ameri-
can West, through June 15, 2025. Fee varies. Infor-
mation: https://theautry.org/exhibitions.

Exhibits

Lectures

Unearthing Indigenous Histories at the California
Missions, by Dr. Lee Panich. A virtual lecture of the
Ventura County Archaeological Society, January 9, 7
pm. Free. For Zoom registration, email
VCAS.ARCH@gmail.com. Information:
www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com.

Recent Work at Memphis and the Fayum, by Jason
Raghda (Didi) El-Behaedi (PhD candidate, University
of Chicago). An ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lec-
ture, January 13, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and
ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available one
week after onsite event. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Dating Machine Made Bottles, by Carol Serr
(archaeologist). A lecture of the San Diego County
Archaeological Society, January 23, 7:30 pm, Rancho
Penasquitos Adobe, San Diego. Free. Information:
https://sdcas.org/upcomingevents.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Singing the Birds—Bird Song and Dance Festival
will have food, vendors and exhibitors. Palm Springs
High School gymnasium, 2401 E Baristo Rd, Palm
Springs, January 27, 10 am—7 pm. Free and everyone
welcome. Reserve tickets: aguacaliente.org/

singingthebirds.

Lake Cahuilla Arrcheological Fish Traps, a field trip
of the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Associa-
tion. February 3, 8:30 am—1 pm. Fee: $12, $10 mem-
bers. Information and registration: 760-767-3098 or
www.abdnha.org/calendar].htm.

Cultural Landscapes and Ethnobotany of the Califor-
nia Deserts, by Elizabeth Paige (indigenous naturalist
and conservationist). A lecture and field trip of the
Joshua Tree Desert Institute, February 18, § am—1 pm.
Fee: $55. Information and registration:
https://joshuatree.org/february.

The 2024 Society for California Archaeology Annual
Meeting will be held March 7-10 at the Riverside
Convention Center. Conference preregistration dead-
line is February 16. Information: scahome.org.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing
prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to news-

letter@pcas.org.

Archaeology Can be a Blast, by Dr. Dan Schowalter,
addresses excavating in politically contested territo-
ries, and what happens when encountering modern
and ancient landmines. A lecture of the AIA, Orange
County Chapter, DeNault Auditorium in Grimm Hall
South, Concordia University, January 28, 2 pm. Fee:
$5; members and students free. Information:

ala-oc.org.

The Coming and Going of Ancient Lake Cahuilla,
by Dr. Tom Rockwell (geologist). ABDNHA Library,
Borrego Springs, February 3, 6:30 pm. Fee: $12,
members $10. Information and registration: 760-767-
3098 or www.abdnha.org/calendarl.htm.

Past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants for
this opportunity to earn a donation of at least 1
percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go to
www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an account.

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to Community
Rewards. Link your card by searching for
“Pacific Coast Archacological Society” or
inserting the PCAS organization number, QT023.

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory

sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility

approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research

design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal

Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the

direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological

materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,

materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

In-Person Meeting

IRWD Community Room
15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine

Location:

Irvine Ranch Water District makes its facilities available
for use by residents and nonprofit organizations merely as
a public service, but does not, by allowing this use, endorse
or support the purpose of the event or its sponsor.

Zoom Meeting

e Email a new Zoom registration request by noon
on Thursday, January 11, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed link
to the meeting.

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with
registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

PCAS Speaker Calendar

February 8, 2024
Dr. Rubén G. Mendoza

Night of the Night Sun: The Aztec Sun Stone in
Light of the New Fire Ceremony of AD 1507

March 14, 2024

Dr. Ben A. Potter

Late Pleistocene Peopling of the Americas:
Integrating Genetics and Archaeology

April 11, 2024
Jared Mathis

The Moulton Museum

May 9, 2024
Dr. Patrick O’Grady

Rimrock Draw Rockshelter, Oregon

June 13, 2024

Dr. Gregory Haynes

Prehistoric Ceramics in the Colorado and Mojave
Deserts
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2023

Office

*Vice—President
*Secretary

*Treasurer

Curator

Field Trips
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Member
Archivist
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Membership

Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs

Publicist

Quarterly Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship

Zoom Coordinator

*PCAS Board Member

Name
Steve O’Neil
Stephen Dwyer

Email

Rene Brace

vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org

PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Phone

949-677-2391
714-969-1911
714-544-6282

curator@pcas.org

Stephen Dwyer
Jane Gothold
Irene Foster

fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org

714-969-1911
562-947-6506
714-828-0942

archivist@pcas.org

Joe Hodulik
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik
Steve O’Neil
Irene Foster
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

donation-awards@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

949-300-1864
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
949-677-2391
714-828-0942
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2024 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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