January PCAS Speaker
Dr. Terry L. Jones

Chendytes lawi: Big Lessons from a
Little Duck

Free Zoom Meeting

January 13, 7:30 pm

Registration required
Please see instructions on p. 3.

California’s extinct flightless duck (Chendytes
lawi) was first identified in 1925 from Pleistocene
fossil deposits in southern California. By the 1950s
it was recognized at Holocene archaeological sites,
and since the 1970s, it has been documented at
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dozens of sites in southern and central California. In
2008 a review of the archaeological record of the
duck showed that it was exploited by Native Cali-
fornians as early as 11,000 cal BP, and that it was
extinct by 2500 cal BP. The duck’s demise has im-
plications for other anthropogenic extinction events,
particularly the so-called blitzkrieg model of Pleis-
tocene extinctions. Here Dr. Jones will review the
relevance of Chendytes to alternative explanations
for the disappearance of Pleistocene megafauna, and
he will also discuss recent DNA and isotopic find-
ings that suggest previously unrecognized ecologi-
cal changes in nearshore environments that seem to
be related the duck’s disappearance.

Dr. Terry L. Jones is Professor Emeritus of An-
thropology at California Polytechnic State Universi-
ty, San Luis Obispo, where he has taught for the last
23 years. He received a Ph.D. and MA in Anthro-
pology from the University of California, Davis in
1995, and he also holds an MA in Cultural Re-
sources Management from Sonoma State University
(1982). He has worked as a professional archaeolo-
gist for 40 years mostly on the central California
coast where he studies hunter-gatherer ecology and
maritime adaptations. He has published over 70 arti-
cles and book chapters on California prehistory. His
most recent books are: (with Brian F. Codding):
Foragers on America's Western Edge: The Archae-
ology of California’s Pecho Coast, 2019, University
of Utah Press, Salt Lake City, and (with Deborah
A., Jones, William R. Hildebrandt, Kacey Hadick,
Patricia Mikkelsen) The Prehistory of Morro Bay,
Central California’s Overlooked Estuary, 2019,
University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City.

Happy New Year!

Renew your PCAS membership

online: www.pcas.org/membrs.
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December Speaker Notes

A Technological Approach to
Late Pleistocene and Early Holocene
Aquatic Adaptations in the Far West of
North America

By Megan Galway

PCAS recognizes the importance of supporting
California students in the study of our local cultural
history. Every year we award undergraduate schol-
arships and upper division and graduate research
and presentation grants, and our hope is always to
see the results of these studies. In 2019 we awarded
a small grant to Kevin Smith—a Ph.D. candidate at
UC Davis—to support his travel to Oregon to con-
sult with Dr. Jon Erlandson. In December Dr. Kev-
in Smith returned to us on Zoom with the results of
his thesis research.

Dr. Smith’s study concentrated on the lithic
technology of early populations in the Pacific
coastal areas with a concentration on the California
Channel Islands for a time that predated Clovis oc-
cupation. The study involved technological analy-
sis and experimental archaeology to determine con-
struction techniques and probable uses of flaked
stone tools. The concept that large fluted points
(Clovis) came first and were later replaced by
smaller stemmed points is now considered to be
incorrect. Much earlier sites, both on the Channel
Islands and inland around ancient pluvial lakes,
have been found to contain these smaller points.

Points identified as the Western Stemmed Tradi-
tion are found in the Intermountain West and are
particularly associated with major rivers such as the
Columbia, Klamath, and Sacramento. Crescent
points are also found in association with water and
are believed to have been used to hunt birds. Dr.
Smith noted that he has successfully experimented
with crescents. There is a long international history
of crescentic bird points, and many display breakage
patterns similar to those found in the study sites.

Sites found on the Channel Islands date to the
terminal Pleistocene and Early Holocene and pro-
duce similar points along with the remains of birds,
fish, shellfish, and marine mammals. CA-SRI-512
was unusual in that it was a buried site eroding out
of a cliff face, and contains both Channel Island
Barbed points and bone crescents. The site was dat-
ed by bird bones to 11,800-11,500 years ago.
There were no Middle or Late Holocene artifacts in
the level. Point and crescent preforms found in the
site were in the rough shape of the final artifact

Dr. Kevin Smith.

which was considered unusual. The earlier concept
that the final shape of an object was created at the
end of the manufacturing process was seen not to
be true in this case. In these points the stem was
formed very early in the process.

CA-SRI-678 and -670 (the Cardwell Bluffs
site) were dated to 12,250—11,200 years ago and
also contained Channel Island Barbed points, cres-
cents, and eccentrics. Waste flakes were shown by
use-wear analysis to have been used as scrapers
and gravers.

While these sites indicate a strong marine tradi-
tion, we have still to identify the method of travel
during that period. We do know that oceanic
crossings were made much earlier in other places.
Australia was populated around 50,000 years ago;
East Timor, 42,000; and Okinawa, 23,000. The
oldest known boat, the Pesse dugout canoe found
in the Netherlands, is almost 10,000 years old.
Tule canoes are known to have been used during
later times, and the plank canoe is well known on
the central California coast, but any evidence of
earlier use has not been found. Tule technology is
widespread, and the Klamath and Yokut, among
others, are known to have used it. In an experi-
ment to replicate a canoe using cordage to lash the
tule together, the time to complete the project was
59 hours. Eliminating cordage and just using twine
reduced the time to 40 hours. Dr. Smith believes
that in a lakeshore environment the use of boats
would make sense by increasing the foraging radi-
us. Evidence of tule, along with tools and hearths,
was found around the ancient lakeshores. The
study indicates that the Western Stemmed Tradi-
tion overlaps with the Island Paleo Coastal Tradi-
tion, and although no evidence has been found on
the central coast, we do know tule canoes were
used further inland.
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DIG THIS ...

il

Exhibitions

Mixpantli: Space, Time, and the Indigenous Ori-
gins of Mexico. LACMA, through May 1, 2022.
Fee varies. Information and required timed tickets:

www.lacma.org,
Lectures

The Cotsen Institute at UCLA has past Pizza Talks,
Public Lectures, Symposiums, etc. on its YouTube
channel: www.youtube.com/channel/

UCxT96Y Aosmk7vP3aNJb4SHw/featured.

Bell Rocks, Flower World Symbolism, Origin Sto-
ries, Human Transformation: Patterns from Pet-
roglyph Recordings at 62 Ancestral O’odham
Sites, by Janine Hernbrode. An American Rock Art
Research Association Zoom lecture, January 8§,
5:30—6:30 pm. Free. Information and registration:
arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures.

Rethinking Conquest: The Florentine Codex, by
Diana Magaloni (LACMA). A LACMA Zoom lec-
ture, January 11, 5 pm. Free. Required registration:

www.lacma.org.

Salvation Mountain, by Sid Burks. A Coachella Val-
ley Archaeological Society lecture, Portola Commu-
nity Center, 45-480 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, Janu-
ary 14, 6:30 pm. Free. Information: www.cvarch.org.

ARCE Online or In-person: Death of Tutankha-
mun, by Dr. W. Benson Harer, Jr. An ARCE, Bowers
Museum online or in-person event, January 15, 1:30
pm. Recorded lecture available for 24 hours. Fee:
$12; Bowers and ARCE members free. Information:
www.bowers.org.

The Quest for Solomon’s Mines, by Dr. Thomas
Levy, a webinar of the Anza-Borrego Natural History
Association, January 15, 6:30-7:30 pm. Free; dona-
tions appreciated. Registration required:
www.abdnha.org/calendarl.htm.

Living Room Lecture: Looking Down the Rabbit
Hole—Santee Greens Revisited, by Stan Berryman,
will present new information about a Late Holocene
village. An Archaeological Center of San Diego
Zoom lecture, January 27, 6:30 pm. Free; donations
appreciated. Information and required registration:
www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Art & Science of Flintknapping, by Dr. Jeanne Bin-
ning, Brian Barbier, and Charels Bouscaren, a class
of the Desert Institute of Joshua Tree National Park.
Desert Studies Center Zzyzx, February 25-27. Fee:
$310-$420. Information and registration:
www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/field-classes.html.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

PCAS Zoom Meeting

& Email a registration request by noon on Thursday,
January 13, to membership@pcas.org.

® You will receive an email with a link to the Zoom
meeting.

® Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with reg-
istration.

® When the presentation starts, please mute your mi-
crophone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

Shop at AmazonSmile

and Amazon will make
a donation to:

Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society

Get started

amazon

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-

ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory

sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility

approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research

design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal

Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the

direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological

materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,

materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Sign up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants
for this opportunity to earn a donation of at
least 1 percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go
to www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an
account .

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to Com-
munity Rewards. Link your card by search-
ing for “Pacific Coast Archaeological Socie-
ty” or inserting the PCAS organization num-
ber, QT023.

2. Call 800-443-4438 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!

PCAS Speaker Calendar

February 10, 2022

Dr. Torben Rick

Cultural Keystone Places and the Chumash
Landscapes of Humgqagq’, Point Conception,
California

March 10, 2022

Allen Dart

Archaeology's Deep Time Perspective on
Environment and Social Sustainability

April 14, 2022
Dr. Vance T. Holliday
Pre-Clovis Footprints, White Sands National Park
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2022 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name
*Vice—President Steve O’Neil
*Secretary Gail Cochlin
*Treasurer Rene Brace
*Curator Hank Koerper
*Field Trips Stephen Dwyer
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro
*Voting Member Irene Foster
Archivist Gail Cochlin
Donation-Awards Coordinator ~ Joe Hodulik
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
Membership Megan Galway
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace
Programs Joe Hodulik
Publicist Joe Hodulik
Quarterly Co-Editor Alan Garfinkel
Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil
Refreshments Gail Cochlin
Scholarship Megan Galway
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer

Email

vicepresident@pcas.org

secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
curator@pcas.org

fieldtrips@pcas.org

historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org

ifoster(@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org

donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org

newsletter@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org

publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org

zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone

949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2022 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

O Quarterly — $40
O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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