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Radiocarbon Dating &
Stable Isotopes in Archaeology

Zoom Meeting
February 12, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.

Join SGS Beta for an accessible introduction to
radiocarbon (**C) dating and stable isotope applica-
tions in archaeology and related sciences. This webi-
nar will cover the fundamentals of how radiocarbon
dating works, including why calibration is essential
for accuracy, and the special considerations needed
when working with bone samples. Through case
studies, you’ll learn how '*C analysis has been ap-
plied to archaeological discoveries ranging from Vi-
king burials to mammoth remains, and how stable
isotopes like strontium and oxygen provide insights
into ancient migration, diet, and provenance.
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Dr. Maren Pauly is a natural scientist specializ-
ing in isotope geochemistry who undertook her PhD
in Natural Sciences at the Freie Universitdt Berlin
and previously completed her Master of Science
and Bachelor of Science at the University of Water-
loo in Canada. She is currently working as a scien-
tific associate at SGS Beta.

" Dr. Maren Pauly.

PCAS Quarterly

The new editorial staff (Mark Q. Sutton and Jill K.
Gardner) of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Quarterly is inviting submissions. With a legacy span-
ning over 55 years, the peer-reviewed PCAS Quarterly
accepts submissions for “long” articles. Our new edi-
tors are committed to ensuring a swift review process
and prompt publication for accepted papers.

For additional information, please visit https:/
www.pcas.org/InformationforAuthors.html or contact
Mark Q. Sutton (editor) at msutton(@csub.edu.

Have you renewed your membership?
Use the membership form in this Newsletter

or at https://www.pcas.org/membrs.html.
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January PCAS Speaker Notes

Biocultural Heritage and the Deep
History of the Llanos de Moxos:
Lessons from the Bolivian Amazon

By Albert Knight

On Thursday January 8, 2026, Dr. Carla Jaimes
Betancourt was the PCAS guest speaker. Dr.
Betancourt is Professor of Cultural Heritage at the
Department of Anthropology of the Americas at the
University of Bonn, Germany, and Co-Director of
the Bonn Americas Collection. Her research focuses
on the complex societies of the southwestern Ama-
zon region.

The January 2026 talk continued our discussion
of the archaeology and history of South America and
follows two of our recent presentations: 1) The Ar-
chaeology, Genetics and Environments of the First
South Americans, by Dr. Tom Dillehay (see Novem-
ber 2025 PCAS Newsletter, Volume 64, Number 11,
pages 1 and 3), and 2) Frontiers and Encounters:
Wari and Tiwanaku in the Moquegua Valley, by Dr.
Ulrike Matthies Green (see December 2025 PCAS
Newsletter, Volume 64, Number 12, pages 1 and 3).
Dr. Dillehay’s talk provided an overview of the peo-
pling of South America and focused on the now fa-
mous over 14,000+ years-old Monte Verde site in
southern Chile, while Dr. Green’s talk focused on
the coastal portion of South America in the region
where Peru, Chile, and Bolivia come together.

Dr. Betancourt’s presentation focused on the
northern Bolivia Amazon region, which she de-
scribes as “one of the world’s most remarkable bi-
ocultural landscapes.” The study area is focused on
the Llanos de Moxos. Her extensive studies on the
“long-term processes of landscape domestication” by
the Casarabe culture (AD 500—-1400) help us under-
stand “the most recent findings on earthen architec-
ture, water management, and subsistence strategies”
in that region. All of us, I am sure, can remember the
time when precolumbian Amazonia was considered
to be an area inhabited only by “primitive” tribes
which did a good job of utilizing the abundant faunal
and floral resources of the Amazon, but who, we
thought, had no cities or urban centers and had failed
to develop any sort of “true civilization.” This as we
now know, thanks to Dr. Betancourt and her col-
leagues, is not the case.

Current research in the region, which forms the
southwestern headwaters of the Amazon River, relies
on the extensive use of Lidar technology, because

Dr. Carla Jaimes Betancourt.

much of the region is covered in dense rainforest
vegetation, although rivers, lakes and large areas of
savanna are also present. The fact that even the tall-
est pyramidal mounds are only some 25-30 meters
tall and are usually poorly preserved made identifi-
cation difficult. But the detailed Lidar studies have
revealed an “unprecedented level of urban complex-
ity,” with civic-ceremonial architecture (i.e., numer-
ous temple-pyramids), surrounded and connected
with hundreds of settlement mounds, raised agricul-
tural fields, and vast hydrological networks which
include causeways, canals, dikes, reservoirs, and
fish weirs. Indeed, current research has shown that
the Llanos de Moxos region has the highest density
of identified archaeological sites in Amazonia with
some 11,000 known sites. And surely many more
sites will be identified in the future.

Dr, Betancourt concluded her remarks by em-
phasizing that she and her colleagues make a point
of working closely with the local indigenous peo-
ples. This itself is an interesting situation, since the
region is one of the linguistically most diverse areas
in South America, with some 11 languages from 5
language families being spoken. Every effort is
made codevelop research proposals, including exca-
vation and museum work, with the local indigenous
communities.

Please note that you can find a full description of
Dr. Betancourt’s academic credentials and a sum-
mary of her research in the January 2026 PCAS
Newsletter Volume 65, No. 1, page 1. Numerous
papers which were authored or co-authored by Dr.
Betancourt can be found online at https:/
www.academia.edu, and (Continued on p. 3)
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PCAS 2025 Financial
Statement

INCOME
Donations

Scholarship $3835.00

Other Donations $268.56
Interest $14.36
Member Dues $3305.00
Quarterly Sales $246.86
Subscriptions $130.00
TOTAL INCOME $7799.78
EXPENSES
Curation $78.00
General Administration $766.99
Lecture Program $454.52
Newsletter $80.11
Quarterly $3327.60
Scholarship $4,000.00
Website $165.00
PayPal Expense $80.34
TOTAL EXPENSES $8952.56

TOTAL (INCOME - EXPENSES) <-$1152.78>

ASSETS 12/31/24  12/31/25
Checking, PayPal, &

Money Market Accts  $28,998.66 $27,980.52
Reserve for Curation  $8,000.00 $8,000.00
C14 Fund $4,406.04  $4,406.04
Scholarship Fund $10,064.80 $9899.80
Postage Account $52.60 $82.96
TOTAL ASSETS $51,522.10 $50,369.32
LIABILITIES

Paid Subscriptions $17,240.00 $17,560.00

Submitted by Rene Brace, Treasurer.

PCAS 2026 Scholarships

PCAS is accepting applications for four $1,000
undergraduate scholarships:

The Gloria Bogdan Memorial Scholarship is
named for a passed Life Member, and is generously
funded by her husband Tom.

The Scott Findlay Memorial Scholarship, in
honor of a passed Member and PCAS Board President,
is funded by his friends and fellow members.

The Sherri Gust Memorial Scholarship is named
for a passed Life Member and PCAS Board President
and is funded in her memory by Cogstone Resource
Management, the company she founded.

The Myrtle Soderberg Memorial Scholarship
is named for a founding Member of our society and
is fully funded by generous donations from our mem-
bers.

PCAS is dedicated to promoting the discipline of
archaeology and encouraging its study wherever possi-
ble, and we thank all of our donors for their generous
assistance.

Applicants must have achieved junior or senior
status by fall 2026, must live in or be attending univer-
sity in California, and be able to display a proven in-
terest in archaeology. Successful applicants will each
receive an award of $1,000 upon enrollment for the
fall semester. Complete application guidelines and an
application form are available on our website https://
www.pcas.org/scholarship.html. Deadline for applica-
tions is April 30, 2026.

In addition to our undergraduate scholarship pro-
gram, we have research and presentation grants availa-
ble to graduate students. Guidelines for these awards
may also be found on our website.

Should you know any qualified students who may
not have heard of our program, please direct them to
the website. Questions may also be directed to scholar-
ship@pcas.org or by telephone to 714-501-3717.

December Speaker Notes (Continued from p. 2)

the website includes additional information about
her academic credentials.

As a reminder to all PCAS members, Dr.
Betancourt made her presentation from Bonn. The
time difference required her to, as my father used to
say, “get up before breakfast.” We all extend our grat-
itude to her for her efforts to educate us on a very in-
teresting subject.

This presentation and other past lectures are availa-
ble on the PCAS YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchae0l09403.



https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://www.pcas.org/scholarship.html
https://www.pcas.org/scholarship.html
mailto:scholarship@pcas.org
mailto:scholarship@pcas.org

February 2026

PCAS Newsletter

Vol. 65, No. 2

DIG THIS ...

a’

Lectures

Corinth’s Lechaion Harbor and Settlement 2025, by
Dr. Paul Scotton (CSULB). A lecture of the AIA, Or-
ange County Chapter. DeNault Auditorium in Grimm
Hall, Concordia University, 530 Concordia West, Ir-
vine, February 1, 2 pm. Information: https://aia-oc.org.

Late Archaic Rock Art of the Desert Southwest, by
Chris Rhodes. A lecture of the Santa Barbara County
Archaeological Society, Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History, February 2, 7 pm. Free. Information:
www.sbnature.org/visit/calendar.

El Presidio de San Diego: Excavating Southern Cal-
ifornia’s Lost City, by Richard Carrico with book
signing. Spring Valley Historical Society, 9050
Memory Lane, Spring Valley, February 7, 4 pm. In-
formation: https://www.springvalleyhistory.org.

Part 1: Understanding Native California Rock Art,
February 13; Part 2: European Cave Paintings and
the Origins of Art and Religion, February 14. Both
lectures by Dr. David Whitley. Anza-Borrego Desert
Natural History Association, ABDNHA Library, 6:30
pm. Fee: $12, members $10. Information and ticket
purchase: https://abdnha.org/activities.

Did a Watched Pot Ever Boil? Detail Analysis &
Possible Uses of Decorated Pots in the Predynastic
Period, by Dr. Axelle Brémont ( Scholar in Resi-
dence, CSU San Bernardino). An ARCE/Bowers Mu-
seum onsite lecture, February 14, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15;
Bowers and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture
available one week after onsite event. Fee: $10; Bow-
ers and ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and
information: www.bowers.org.

Whose Egypt? Challenging How Museums Portray
Egypt, by Heba Abd el Gawad (Horniman Museum
and Gardens, UK). A Getty Villa in-person and Zoom
lecture, February 21, 2 pm. Free; fee for parking. In-
formation and required tickets: www.getty.edu/
calendar/whose-egypt.

Metropolitan Walls of the Qyo Empire, by Akin
Ogundiran, an online AIA Archaeology Hour lecture,
February 25, 5 pm (PT). Free. Information and regis-
tration: www.archaeological.org/programs/public/
lectures/archaeologyhour.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:

www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Field Trips: Smugglers’ Canyon Overlook and
Pictographs, February 14; Exploring Coyote Can-
yon, February 14; and Borrego Badlands — East
Truckhaven Lollipop (will visit a solstice site),
February 15. All presented by the Anza-Borrego
Desert Natural History Association. Free. Registra-
tion required. Information: abdnha.org/activities.

The 95th Annual Southwestern Anthropological
Association Conference will be held at the Double
Tree by Hilton in Claremont, March 27—-28. Paper
abstracts, posters, etc. due by February 15. Infor-
mation: swaa-anthro.org/swaa-annual-conference.

The 2026 California Missions and Presidios Con-
ference will be held at Mission San Francisco de
Asis / Mission Dolores (San Francisco), April 17—
19. Information: californiamissionsfoundation.org/
conference.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

o5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc

Sign up for Ralphs’s Community
Contribution Program

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants
for this opportunity to earn a donation of at
least 1 percent of your Ralphs’s purchases.
Please go to www.ralphs.com/i/community/
community-contribution-program and sign-up.

e Link your card by searching for “Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society” or inserting the PCAS
organization number, QT023.

e Call 1-800-576-4377 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS Speaker Calendar

March 12, 2026

Dr. Richard Scott

Teeth Tell the Tale: Dental Evidence and the
Peopling of the Americas

Zoom Meeting

e Email a new Zoom registration request by
noon on Thursday, February 12, to mem-
bership@pcas.org. You will receive an
emailed link to the meeting.

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome

with registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute
your microphone and turn off your
webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any
technical problems prior to the beginning of the
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

No in-person meeting in February.

April 9, 2026
Richard Carrico

El Presidio de San Diego: The Story of Alta
California’s First European Settlement and
Its People

May 14, 2026
Dr. Mark Sutton

June 11, 2026

John W. Foster

The Archaeological Study and Preservation
of a Deep-Water Sinkhole in the Dominican
Republic
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2026 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone
*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717

* Hospitality

Irene Foster

ifoster@pcas.org

714-828-0942

*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor Mark Sutton publications@pcas.org 661-203-8670
Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2026 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Signature
Scholarship Fund

O Donation $

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only
O Active Member — $45 O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

WWW.pCas.org

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926



http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

