February PCAS Speaker
Albert Knight

Santa Monica Mountains Rock Art
and the Woolsey Fire

Zoom Meeting
February 13, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.

On November 8, 2018, the destructive Woolsey
Fire began immediately northeast of the well-known
National Register of Historic Places listed Burro
Flats Painted Cave site complex in the Simi Hills.
This fast-moving fire caused widespread destruction
and reached the Pacific Ocean, some 25 miles to the
southwest, on the following day. Over 1,000 homes
and other structures were lost, three people were
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killed, and many thousands of acres of natural habitat
were incinerated. The Burro Flats complex includes
numerous loci of rock art, and the area that burned al-
so contains several other sites with rock art compo-
nents. It was feared that the fire had negative impacts
on the Burro Flats sites and also likely damaged some
of the other Santa Monica Mountains area rock art
sites. Mr. Knight with the assistance of several other
researchers initially decided to field check all the rock
art sites in the burn area to establish their post-fire
conditions. It was later decided to also field check all
the known rock area sites in the Santa Monica Moun-
tains and the Simi Hills, both in and outside of the
burn area. This research, which will be summarized in
this PowerPoint presentation, showed that fortunately
almost all the area rock art escaped destruction, alt-
hough one small rock art panel was destroyed, and
two others were damaged.

CA-VEN-1072, Burro Flats, by Gwen Romani.

Mr. Knight is an archaeologist with 35 years of
professional experience in archaeological fieldwork
and research. He received a BA in anthropology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara, in 1983. In
1996 he was recognized as a Santa Barbara Museum
of Natural History Anthropology Department Associ-
ate. Mr. Knight has expertise (continued on p. 3)

Have you renewed your membership?
Use the membership form in this Newsletter

or pay online: https://www.pcas.org/membrs.
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January Speaker Notes

Mapping Chumash Commupnities
By Albert Knight

On January 9 2025, Dr, John Johnson, Curator
Emeritus of the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History Department of Anthropology, was our first
speaker for the new year. Dr. Johnson illustrated his
presentation with numerous maps of Chumash coun-
try, beginning with a sketch map of the Santa Barbara
Channel made during the 1542 naval expedition com-
manded by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo (1497-1543),
who was sailing under the Spanish flag. Following
the 1602 voyage of Sebastian Vizcaino, maps also
showed village locations in the Santa Barbara Chan-
nel region. He named the Santa Barbara coast Costa
Indio Amigos (the Coast of the Friendly Indians). In
1769 a considerable amount of mapping was done by
Costanzo, who was a member of the first land expe-
dition to traverse the Santa Barbara mainland coast.
Dr. Johnson noted that the first Spanish explorers
only rarely used Native Chumash place names, but
instead assigned their own names, most of which
have not survived

Interestingly, Dr. Johnson explained the similari-
ties and the differences between the early southern
California mapping done by Pedro Font (1737-
1781), who was the chaplain of the Juan Bautista de
Anza expedition, which explored along the southern
California coast in 1775—1776, and the mapping done
by Friar Francisco Garcés (1738—1781). Here, Dr.
Johnson discussed some of the minor confusion due
to Font’s mismapping the location of the Quabajai
tribe by placing them on the mainland Santa Barbara
Channel instead of in the Tehachapi Mountains
(Quabajai was the Mojave word for the people we
now call Kitanemuk; Garcés had them in the right
spot on his map). | say “interestingly” here because
during the 1960s one group of people that claim Chu-
mash descendancy “discovered” Font’s map, decided
the Native name for themselves had actually been
Quabajai, and so renamed themselves “the Quabajai
Indian Association.”

The modern period of mapping began in the early
twentieth century, when anthropologists Alfred Kroe-
ber and John Harrington began using mission records
and information from the first archaeological projects
in the southern California area to determine and map
actual site (settlement) locations, as well as the Na-
tive names (that could be determined) of those plac-
es. In the process of performing this research, Kroe-
ber and Harrington also interviewed a wide variety of
Native people. Regarding mapping rancherias in the
Santa Barbara Channel region, the most important of
those consultants included Juan Estevan Pico (1841—

PCAS January speaker, Dr. John Johnson.

1901), who personally “documented the names and
locations of Chumash towns and villages along the
coast between Point Conception and Malibu ...” as
well as a few rancheria names from the northern
Channel Islands. The first map to provide an over-
view of Chumash country and the locations of all
then-known Chumash settlements was published by

Alfred Kroeber in 1925.

Subsequent researchers, each of whom has added
new information to this body of knowledge, include
Alan Brown (1967) and especially Chester King
(1975). Most recently the maps created by McLen-
don and Johnson (1999) and Johnson and Milliken
(2010), the latter of which depicts the “Santa Barba-
ra Channel Analytical Zone,” have fleshed out the
data with additional new environmental information
(available resources, etc.).

According to Dr. Johnson, these “subsequent
[studies] have built upon and refined the work of
Kroeber and Harrington by incorporating archaeo-
logical evidence, mission register data, and other
sources. Having established the complete settle-
ment pattern, other studies become possible, in-
cluding determining population distributions, dis-
cerning geographic patterns of recruitment to the
missions, and reconstructing intervillage sociopo-
litical relationships.”

Dr. Johnson’s presentation included both a good
introduction and a good summary. It was thus possi-
ble for listeners to know what it was that Dr. Johnson
hoped to convey and to hear a wrap-up reviewing the
considerable amount of very interesting information
that had been presented. The talk was truly a treat for
anyone interested in the Chumash and their history.

This presentation is available on the PCAS
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/(@pcas-
pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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PCAS 2024 Financial

Statement

INCOME
Donations

Scholarship $9,935.00

Other Donations $90.17
Interest $9.61
Member Dues $4,715.00
Quarterly Sales $663.75
Subscriptions $640.00
TOTAL INCOME $16,053.53
EXPENSES
Curation $130.37
General Administration $741.27
Lecture Program 0
Newsletter $48.96
Outreach $115.86
Quarterly $1,465.56
Scholarship $4,425.00
Website $230.97
PayPal Expense $124.07
TOTAL EXPENSES $7,282.06
TOTAL (INCOME - EXPENSES) $8,771.47
ASSETS 12/31/123 12/31/24

Checking, PayPal, &

Money Market Accounts $25,751.06 $28,998.66

Reserve for Curation
C14 Fund
Scholarship Fund
Postage Account

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Paid Subscriptions

$8,000.00 $8,000.00
$4,406.04 $4,406.04
$4554.80 $10,064.80

$38.73 $52.60

$42,750.63 $51,522.10

$13,520.00 $17,240.00

Submitted by Rene Brace, Treasurer.

PCAS Scholarships Available

PCAS will be accepting applications for four
$1,000 undergraduate scholarships: The Gloria Bog-
dan Memorial Scholarship named for a passed Life
Member and generously funded by her husband, Tom.
The Scott Findlay Memorial Scholarship in honor
of a passed PCAS member and Board President sup-
ported by generous member donations; the Sherri
Gust Memorial Scholarship named for a passed Life
Member and PCAS Board President funded by
Cogstone Resource Management, the company she
founded; and the Myrtle Soderberg Memorial
Scholarship named for a founding member and sup-
ported by generous donation from our members.

Applicants must achieve junior or senior status by
fall 2025, must live in or be attending university in
California, and be able to display a proven interest in
archaeology. Successful applicants will each receive
an award of $1,000 on enrollment for the fall semes-
ter. Complete application guidelines and an applica-
tion form are available on our website, https:/
www.pcas.org/scholarship.html. Deadline for applica-
tions is April 30, 2025.

In addition to our undergraduate scholarship pro-
gram, we have research and presentation grants avail-
able to graduate students. Guidelines for these awards
may also be found on our website.

Should you know any qualified students who may
not have heard of our program, please direct them to
the website. Questions may also be directed to schol-
arship@pcas.org or Rene Brace at 714-290-1845.

PCAS is dedicated to promoting the discipline of
archaeology and encouraging its study wherever
possible. We thank all donors for their generous as-
sistance.

February Speaker (continued from p. 1)

in the planning, implementation, and completion of all
phases of archaeological work and has participated in
archaeological investigations as a crew member, crew
chief, field director, and principal researcher. He also
has extensive experience consulting with Native
American leaders and community members. He has
conducted extensive original research and has pub-
lished several papers on the ethnography and archaeol-
ogy of south-central California. Currently, Mr. Knight
is a member of the Board of Directors for the Santa
Susana Mountains Park Association and the Pacific
Coast Archaeology Society. He is a lifelong resident
of California. His interests include California and
Great Basin prehistory, history, geography, rock art,
ethnobotany, hot springs, and Southern Californian
Vernacular Stonemason.
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DIG THIS ...

ﬁ'

Lectures

Women’s Rights in Marriage and Divorce in Ancient
Egypt , by with Alison Wilkinson (PhD candidate,
Johns Hopkins University). An ARCE/Bowers Muse-
um onsite lecture, February 8, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15;
Bowers and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture
available one week after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bow-
ers and ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and
information: www.bowers.org.

Living on the Shores of Ancient Lake Cahuilla, by
Richard Carrico (author and anthropologist). Anza-
Borrego Desert Natural History Association Library,
February 8, 6:30 pm. Fee: $12, members $10. Infor-
mation and registration: 760-767-3098 or
www.abdnha.org/calendar].htm.

Ice Age Art: Where It All Began, by Dr. April Now-
ell. An ARARA online lecture, February 22, 5:30
pm (PT). Free. Information and registration: https://
arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures.

On the Roads of Winds: Archaeology of the Origins
and Expansions of the Indigenous Pacific People, by
Dr. Tianlong Jiao (Bowers Museum Chief Curator).
An AIA, Orange County Chapter, lecture, Bowers
Museum, February 23, 2 pm. Free; museum entry not
included. Information: www.bowers.org/programs.

Archaeoastronomy at Painted Rocks, Texas, by Gor-
don Houston. A virtual lecture of the San Diego Rock
Art Association, February 26, 4 pm. Free. Information
and registration: www.sandiegorockart.org/index.html.

Towards an Archaeology of Preservation, by Dr. Zain-
ab Bahrani (Columbia University). An AIA Archaeolo-
gy Hour online lecture, February 26, 5 pm (PT). Free.
Information and registration: sites.google.com/view/
aiapugetsound/schedule-of-lectures.

Language Revitalization, with Rose Ann Hamilton
(Cahuilla), John R. Preckwinkle III (Agua Caliente),
and language teachers Dr. Raymond Huaute
(Chumash/Cahuilla) and Michelle Morreo (Torres
Martinez). Agua Caliente Cultural Museum, Palm
Springs, February 26, 6 pm. Fee: $15. Information
and ticket purchase: www.accmuseum.org/events.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www. youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

The 2025 California Missions and Presidios Confer-

ence will be held at Mission San Jose in Fremont, Feb-
ruary 14—15. Fee: $100, members $75. Online registra-
tion and information: californiamissionsfoundation.org.

Cultural Landscapes and Indigenous Food Ways of
the CA Desert (UCRX, 1 Unit), March 2, 9:30 am—

2 pm, fee $60 ($50 members); and Cultural Land-
scapes & Indigenous Perspectives on Desert Ethno-
botany, April 13, 8 am—1 pm, fee $50 ($40 members).
Classes of the Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National
Park Association. Information and registration:
events.humanitix.com/host/desert-institute.

Flintknapping Basics, an introductory flintknapping
workshop of the San Diego Archaeological Center.

April 5, 10 am—1 pm. Fee: $25-$45. Information and
registration: https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/events.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

o5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc

Sign up for Ralph’s Community
Contribution Program

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our partici-
pants for this opportunity to earn a donation of
at least 1 percent of your Ralph’s purchases.
Please go to www.ralphs.com/i/community/
community-contribution-program and sign-up.

e Link your card by searching for “Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society” or inserting the PCAS
organization number, QT023.

e Call 1-800-576-4377 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

e Email a new Zoom registration request by March 13, 2025

noon on Thursday, February 13 to member- Dr. Duncan McLaren
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed Alpine Obsidian Quarries and Perishable
link to the meeting. Artifacts from the Mt. Edziza Volcanic

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome Complex, Canada

with registration.
April 10, 2025

Dr. Marilynn Johnson
What is Philosophy of Archaeology?

e When the presentation starts, please mute
your microphone and turn off your
webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom | May 8, 2025
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any | Michael Tucker
technical problems prior to the beginning of the | Investigating Mojave Geoglyphs with a
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. Multidisciplinary Approach

June 12, 2025
No in-person meeting in February. Dr. Robert Dello-Russo
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2025 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone
*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Field Trips Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 562-209-0567
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org  949-677-2391
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor publications@pcas.org

Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45 O Quarterly — $50

O Newsletter — $20

O Donation $

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

WwWww.pcas.org

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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