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 Dr. Rubén G. Mendoza is an archaeologist, writer, 
photographer, adventurer, and founding faculty 
member of the California State University, Monterey 
Bay and the School of Social, Behavioral, and Global 
Studies. He is the current President of the Board of 
Directors of the Monterey County Historical Society/
Boronda Adobe History Center. He has conducted 
archaeological and ethnohistorical investigations of 
the California missions, including Missions San Juan 
Bautista, San Carlos Borromeo, La Soledad, San 
Miguel Arcángel, and the Spanish Royal Presidio of 

 

In-Person and Zoom Meeting 

February 8, 7:30 pm. See p. 6.  

Aztec Sun Stone. 

(continued on p. 4) 
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January Speaker Notes 
 

Deep Time Perspectives on  
Nez Perce Culture from the  

Cooper’s Ferry/Nipéhe Site, Idaho 
 

By Megan Galway 
 

 A little over two years ago Dr. Loren Davis 
brought us information on the evidence of early popu-
lation of the Pacific coast, extending as far inland as 
Cooper’s Ferry in western Idaho. Artifacts from this 
site have been dated to around 16,000 years ago. His 
new presentation builds on this study and incorporates 
information from Nez Perce stories and songs which 
have memories of their cultural history. 

 Around 16,000 years ago the Cordilleran ice sheet 
extended down to northern Oregon and Idaho and pe-
riodically blocked major river systems, Ultimately, the 
water broke through causing catastrophic floods 
downstream. Dr. Davis notes that this would have de-
stroyed much of the cultural evidence in these areas, 
but upstream sites such as Cooper’s Ferry were not 
affected. 

 

 

 In 1997 Dr. Davis excavated a 2 m x 2 m unit on 
the site and located what appeared to be a pit, and at 
the bottom of the pit was a cache of projectile points 
and stone tools. Material from the pit was dated to 
around 13,200 years ago. In 2009 with the support and 
assistance of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and the Nez Perce tribe, a major project began at the 
site in order to understand more about the archaeology 
of the area. The project was worked by field school 
students until 2019 and was divided into two areas. 
Area A was excavated in 1 m units and 10 cm levels 
with photographs taken of every level. There was also 
an overhead camera that took stop motion photos at 10 
second intervals. The excavation was filled every year 
with a type of plastic crate and sandbags and covered 
until the next field season. The surface of the site dates 
to around 9,000 years ago due to grading for road con-
struction so everything found was older than that. A 
number of features were identified including pits and a 
hearth dating to 10,000 years ago. The lowest level 
was identified as wind-blown glacial dust, and this had 
evidence of pits with ages dating up to around 15,000 
years ago. Artifacts included stemmed points, stone 

tools, wood charcoal, and animal bone (including the 
molar of an extinct horse). 

 Area B was larger and deeper than Area A due in 
part to David Sisson of the BLM having covered the 
site with fill to discourage looting. This area had a 
larger concentration of pits, some up to 1 m across 
containing many artifacts, but fewer artifacts were 
found outside the pits than in Area A. Artifacts in-
cluded stemmed points, debitage, other stone tools, 
and fragments of animal bone, one of which was the 
mandible of a wolverine and another identified as 
canid. This canid was identified as likely a dog. If so, 
at around 11,000 years ago this would be the second 
oldest dog found in the northwest. Wolverine bones 
were also found at the very bottom of another pit, and 
there was an initial question as to why they were 
found in this area. Dr. Davis noted that even though 
wolverines are generally located at higher altitudes, 
they do come to lower areas in the winter, and 
Cooper’s Ferry is only 10 or 12 miles from known 
habitats. Projectile points found in lower level pits 
were of a type previously dated to 16,675 to 15,240 
years ago. Because of erosion, this site is missing 
good dates between 14,000 and 12,000 years ago, 
which would include any possible evidence of the 
Clovis period. 

 Testing the evidence for a winter village as told in 
Nez Perce oral histories, Dr. Davis notes this would 
lead to a heavy concentration of artifacts and features 
on the site. So far over 500,000 artifacts and 100 fea-
tures have been recorded. Climatically, the canyon 
floor is 10 to 15 degrees warmer in winter than the 
surrounding areas. The pits may have been used for 
storage when people were away during the summer 

(continued on p. 4) 
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PCAS 2023 Financial  

Statement 

INCOME     

Donations     

Scholarship   $2610.00 

Other Donations   $97.36 

Interest   $5.74 

Member Dues    $3640.00 

Quarterly Sales    $347.50 

Subscriptions    $450.00 

TOTAL INCOME   $7,150.60 

     

EXPENSES     

Curation  $47.66 

General Administration      $745.61 

Lecture Program   0 

Newsletter    $46.29 

Outreach  0 

Quarterly   $3,093.12 

Scholarship   $3,250.00 

Website   $165.00 

PayPal Expense   $97.24 

TOTAL EXPENSES   $7,444.92 

TOTAL (INCOME - EXPENSES) 

 

-$294.32 

 

ASSETS 12/31/22 12/31/23 

Checking, PayPal, & 
Money Market Accounts $25,395.00 $25,751.06 

Reserve for Curation $8,000.00 $8,000.00 

C14 Fund $4,406.04 $4,406.04 

Scholarship Fund $5194.80 $4554.80 

Postage Account $49.11 $38.73 

TOTAL ASSETS $43,044.95 $42,750.63 

     

LIABILITIES     

Paid Subscriptions  $12,255.00 $13,520.00 

Submitted by Rene Brace, Treasurer. 

PCAS Scholarships Available

Applicants must achieve junior or senior status by 
fall 2024, must live in or be attending university in 
California, and be able to display a proven interest in 
archaeology. Successful applicants will each receive 
an award of $1,000 upon enrollment for the fall se-
mester. Complete application guidelines and an appli-
cation form are available on our website, https://
www.pcas.org/scholarship.html. Deadline for applica-
tions is April 30, 2024. 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

https://www.pcas.org/scholarship.html
https://www.pcas.org/scholarship.html
file:///C:/Users/Megan/Documents/Favorite%20Docs/PCAS/SCHOLARSHIPS/2021/scholarship@pcas.org
https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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Monterey, besides his work on Amerindian and 
Spanish colonial sites in the US Southwest and 
Mesoamerica. 

His discovery of the Serra Chapels of 1770 and 
1772 advanced his studies into the life and times of 
recently canonized Saint Fray Junípero Serra (OFM). 
In 2015 he served as a guest and expert witness for the 
Serra Symposium convened at the Augustinaeum in 
Rome, and on May 2 he was invited to partake of the 
Pontifical Mass and tribute to the Blessed Junípero 
Serra with Pope Francis and the seminarians of the 
Pontifical North American College in Vatican City. 
Dr. Mendoza’s expertise regarding the California 
missions led to his being called to serve as a 
consultant to the UNESCO World Heritage Listing for 
the inscription of the San Antonio Missions in Texas.

 His expertise and publications in the areas of 
Amerindian science, technology, and medicine 
resulted in his recruitment to serve as a cultural 
consultant, photographer, and on-air talent for the 
production of 1491: The Untold Story of the Americas 
Before Columbus (an 8-part docudrama mini-series) 
produced by Arrow Productions, Canada. His 
publications span the archaeology, prehistory, and 
ethnohistory of the American hemisphere, including 
recent publications on Mesoamerican human trophies 
and architectures of aggression and the impact of 
Andalusian influences on the architectural histories of 
California and the US Southwest

Dr. Mendoza has some 250 published articles, 
chapters, reviews, and books, including the University 
of Arizona Press editions of Latin American 
Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence (2007) and 
North American Indigenous Warfare and Ritual 
Violence (2007); Springer’s The Ethics of 
Anthropology and Amerindian Research (2012) and 
Feast, Famine, or Fighting? (2017) with Dr. Richard 
Chacon. His architectural histories include Rizzoli’s 
The California Missions (2018), The Spanish Style 
House: From Enchanted Andalusia to the California 
Dream (2021), and the forthcoming Casa Santa Fe: 
Design, Style, Arts, and Tradition (2023) with 
photographer Melba Levick. Other recent titles 
include a reanalysis of the Aztec Sun Stone in a 
chapter contribution titled “The War of 
Heaven” (2021) for the 13th Annual Proceedings of 
the State Museum of Prehistory in Halle, Germany, 
and the forthcoming edition of Springer’s 
Mesoamerican Ritual Human Sacrifice: Recent 
Findings and New Perspectives (2024) with co-editor 
Linda Hansen.

 The US military recently commissioned Dr. 
Mendoza to undertake an archaeological search for the 
lost 1771 Serra Chapel and the first founding of 
Mission San Antonio de Padua on Fort Hunter Liggett 
Military base

months, and wolverines would have been more local 
during the winter. Considering the possibility of house 
features, studies at a site known as Wexpusnime indi-
cates the presence of pit structures and apparent posts. 
Indication of such pits was found in the stratigraphy 
of Area B along with apparent post holes. Dr. Davis 
notes these are discounted as rodent burrows as ro-
dents tend to dig horizontally rather than vertically. 
There was also evidence of a hearth in this feature. By 
constructing a pitched thatched roof over this area, it 
would appear similar to houses built by the Nez Perce 
into historical times. 

 Overall Dr. Davis feels the archaeological evi-
dence is consistence with the style and location of a 
Nez Perce winter village occupied periodically for 
about 16,000 years or more into historical times.

January Board Meeting  
Summary 

 

 

 The November 2023 Board minutes were ap-
proved. There was no December Board meeting. The 
2023 Financial Report was approved and will appear 
in the February newsletter. Treasurer Rene Brace 
reported that a $500 donation to the Scholarship Fund 
was deposited after year end.  

 The Board thanked retiring Board members—
Jane Gothold and Stephen O’Neil—for their ser-
vice. Newly elected Board members—Megan Gal-
way, Joe Hodulik, and Patrick Maxon—were wel-
comed. The following Board officers were unani-
mously elected: Stephen Dwyer, President; Joe 
Hodulik, Vice President; Megan Galway, Secretary; 
and Rene Brace, Treasurer. Patrick Maxon ex-
pressed an interest in being involved with our collec-
tions and the PCAS Quarterly. 

 After Board discussion, it was agreed to offer four 
$1,000 PCAS undergraduate scholarships in 2024. 
Stephen O’Neil will research verbiage for land ac-
knowledgment and present at the next Board meeting. 
Board vacancies were discussed and possible candi-
dates will be contacted. 

 
pm on the Thursdays following our member lecture 

meetings. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 pm. 

February Speaker   (continued from p. 1) January Speaker Notes (continued from p. 2) 
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DIG THIS ... 
 

DIG THIS …..            

 
Lectures 

 
“Be(com)ng Assyrian”: Navigating Imperial Power 
from the Bottom-up, by Dr. Petra Creamer (Emory 
University). A virtual lecture presented by the AIA 
Societies Committee, February 4, 10 am (PT). Free. 
Information and registration: https://ow.ly/
elav50QrgR2. 

 
Illuminating Event-Based Significance at Three 
Chumash Rock Art Sites, Christopher Ryan 
(archeologist, Vandenberg Space Force Base). A vir-
tual lecture of the San Diego Rock Art Association, 
February 4, 4 pm. Free. Information and registration: 
www.sandiegorockart.org. 
 
When Communities Engage: Empowering Archaeo-
logical Practice, by Dr. Stephen B. Acabado 
(UCLA). A Cotsen Public Lecture, James West 
Alumni Center, UCLA, February 8, 6 pm (reception 7 
pm). Free; fee for parking. Information and RSVP: 
https://www.ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming.  
 
Egyptian Predynastic Body Ornaments and Manu-
facture, by Maryan Ragheb (PhD candidate in Ar-
chaeology, UCLA). An ARCE/Bowers Museum on-
site lecture, February 10, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers 
and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture available 
one week after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bowers and 
ARCE members free. Ticket purchase and infor-
mation: www.bowers.org.  
 
The Paleolithic Rock Art of Mediterranean Spain, 
by Peter Anick (ARARA Vice President). An online 
lecture of the American Rock Art Association 
(ARARA), February 10, 5:30 pm (PST). Free. Infor-
mation: arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures. Past ARARA 
lectures available at 

 
 
Let’s Talk about Ancient Apocalypse: It’s Inaccu-
rate, Harmful, and the Real Story of Ice Age Peo-
pling of the Americas is Far More Interesting Any-
way!, by Dr. Bonnie Pitblado (University of Oklaho-
ma). A lecture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter. 
DeNault Auditorium in Grimm Hall, Concordia Uni-
versity, 530 Concordia West, Irvine, February 11,  
2 pm. Free. Information: https://aia-oc.org. 

 

 
Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube: 

 
 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 
The 2024 Society for California Archaeology Annual 
Meeting will be held March 7–10 at the Riverside 
Convention Center. Conference preregistration dead-
line is February 16. Information: scahome.org. 

Pottery Workshop with Tony Soares. Malki Museum, 
March 16, 10 am–2pm. Fee: $150. Information and 
link to registration: https://malkimuseum.org 
 
ARARA 2024 Conference call for papers will close 
February 15. Conference will take place in Farming-
ton, New Mexico, May 16–20. Information: 

 
The 2024 California Missions and Presidios Confer-
ence will be held at Missions La Purísima and Santa 
Inés, April 12–13, 2024 with the theme Evangeliza-
tion, Social Change, and Conflict.” Keynote speaker 
on April 12, 6:30 pm, will be Dr. John Johnson on 
“1824 Chumash Uprising: What We know 200 Years 
Later.” Online registration and information: califor-
niamissionsfoundation.org. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing 
prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to news-
letter@pcas.org.  

Lectures (continued) 

https://ow.ly/elav50QrgR2
https://ow.ly/elav50QrgR2
http://www.sandiegorockart.org
https://www.ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming
http://www.bowers.org
http://www.bowers.org
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA
https://aia-oc.org/
https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/community-engagement
https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/community-engagement
https://sdcas.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403
https://scahome.org
https://malkimuseum.org
https://arara.wildapricot.org/
https://arara.wildapricot.org/
http://californiamissionsfoundation.org
http://californiamissionsfoundation.org
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS Speaker Calendar In-Person Meeting  

 Location:  IRWD Community Room 

    15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine  

Zoom Meeting 
Email a new Zoom registration request by noon 
on Thursday, February 8, to member-
ship@pcas.org. You will receive an emailed link 
to the meeting.

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with 
registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS 
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. 

Irvine Ranch Water District makes its facilities available 
for use by residents and nonprofit organizations merely as 
a public service, but does not, by allowing this use, endorse 
or support the purpose of the event or its sponsor. 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2024 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $50 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2024   PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

 Office Name Email Phone 

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

*Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@vcsenvironmental.com 949-677-2393  

 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Field Trips  Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

 Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

