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Febru ary PCAS Speaker Ethnohistoric accounts and contemporary Chumash
community members have long demonstrated the im-
Dr. Torben Rick portance of Humqgaq’ (Point Conception) in Chumash

worldview and identity. Recent archaeological survey

of the coastline surrounding Humqaq’ highlights these
Cultural Key stone Places and the connections, identifying over 50 archaeological sites

Chumash Landscapes of Humqaq % and at least 9,000 years of occupation. Point Concep-

. . . . tion is also an area of high biological diversity, an im-
Point Con ception, Cahfor nia portant marine and terrestrial biogeographical bounda-

ry, and an area of conservation priority. Dr. Rick will
discuss the results of archaeological research at Point

Free Zoom Meeting Conception and ongoing collaborations between ar-

February 10, 7:30 pm chaeologists, The Nature Conservancy, and Chumash

. L . community members for understanding the past, pre-
Registration required sent, and future of Humqaq’.

Please see instructions on p. 2 Dr. Torben Rick is Curator of Human Environ-

mental Interactions in the Department of Anthropolo-
gy at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural
History. He received his BA at UC Santa Barbara and
his PhD at the University of Oregon in anthropology,
where he was trained in archaeology and the value of
interdisciplinary research. His research focuses on the
archaeology and historical ecology of coastal and is-
land peoples, especially on the North American Pacific
and Atlantic coasts. He has active field projects in
southern California and the Chesapeake Bay, which
are collaborative with researchers from a variety of
disciplines (anthropology, biology, ecology, etc.) and
focus on ancient and modern human environmental
interactions. Torben is a member of the Social Science
Coordinating Committee for the United States Global
Change Research Program and a member of the Socie-
ty for American Archaeology’s Committee on Climate
Change. He sits on the editorial board for American
Antiquity, Journal of Ethnobiology, Journal of Island
and Coastal Archaeology, Anthropocene, Advances in
Archaeological Practice, and California Archaeology.
He was co-editor of the Journal of Island and Coastal
Archaeology from 2012 to 2017.

Have you renewed your membership?

Use the membership form in this Newsletter

or pay online at www.pcas.org.

Dr. Torben Rick.
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January Speaker Notes

Chendytes lawi:
Big Lessons from a Little Duck

By Megan Galway

Dr. Jones prefaced his presentation by admit-
ting the title was somewhat misleading in that
Chendytes lawi was in no way ‘Little’ but was in
fact a goose-sized flightless duck. Fossilized re-
mains have been found in context with the spike-
toothed salmon which is known to have existed
25,000 to 12,000 years ago, but Chendytes lawi
did not become extinct until about 2,800 years
ago.

Chendytes was a flightless duck whose massive
lower limbs made for effective diving, but as Dr.
Jones pointed out, they also made great drum-
sticks. It was first mentioned almost 100 years ago
in a paper in the journal Condor (June—July 1925)
but in a geological context dating to the Pleisto-
cene. Chendytes was later identified in a shell mid-
den on San Nicolas Island by Dr. Victor Morejohn
and dated to the Holocene.

In 1972 Roberta Greenwood published the pa-
per “9000 Years of Prehistory at Diablo Canyon,
San Luis Obispo County, California” in which she
documented the results of excavations at the Dia-
blo Canyon Power Plant site. Dr. Jones analyzed
and dated bones from this site. Based on expanded
collections at this time, it was thought that around
5,000 to 6,000 years ago the Chendytes lawi popu-
lation began to decrease while the sea otter popula-
tion increased. Collections now included bones
from central southern California, and these have
been dated from 11,000 to 2,800 years ago.

So, did human exploitation cause extinctions?
This is constantly debated. The suggestion that ex-
tinction of megafauna was exclusively human-
caused is doubtful. Small numbers were likely
hunted and killed, but the major cause of extinc-
tion was likely climate and environmental change.
Chendytes, on the other hand, likely lived on off-
shore rocks and islands, in a somewhat stable eco-
system, where they were safe from terrestrial pred-
ators but not from humans after the development
of watercraft. They were then, as Dr. Jones noted,
“sitting ducks.” They were hunted for their meaty
legs and likely their eggs, although no surviving
eggshell has been found in the middens. Even with
their vulnerability, it appears it took 8,000 years to
cause their extinction.

Dr. Terry Jones.

A )“

Chendytes lawi was originally considered to
belong to the sea duck family (tribe Mergini), but
was later identified as a dabbling duck. This family
includes such familiar varieties as mallards and
teals, but most of these dive and feed in shallow
inland waters. Chendytes was unusual in that it was
able to dive to much greater depths to pluck shell-
fish from the ocean floor. This would have been in
competition with the sea otters, explaining the later
otter population increase. Similar varieties of ex-
tinct flightless birds, such as the Hawaiian moa,
have been identified around the world at different
times, generally in island environments with no
natural predators until the arrival of humans.

PCAS Zoom Meeting

e Email a registration request by noon on Thurs-
day, February 10, to membership@pcas.org.

e You will receive an email with a link to the
Zoom meeting.

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome
with registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute your
microphone and turn off your webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any
technical problems prior to the beginning of the
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.
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PCAS 2021 Financial

Statement

INCOME
Donations

Scholarship $2,657.00

Other Donations $637.04
Interest $5.74
Member Dues $4,015.00
Quarterly Sales $361.25
Subscriptions $440.00
TOTAL INCOME $8,116.03
EXPENSES
General Administration $636.75
Lecture Program $76.11
Newsletter $48.08
Quarterly $4,032.61
Scholarship $3,930.00
Website $213.97
PayPal Expense $103.04
TOTAL EXPENSES $9,040.56
TOTAL (INCOME - EXPENSES) ($924.53)
ASSETS 12/31/21

Checking, PayPal, &

Money Market Accounts $22 368.72 $22,889.30

Reserve for Curation $8,000.00 $8,000.00
C14 Fund $4,406.04 $4,406.04
Scholarship Fund $4,686.80 $3,299.80
Postage Account $78.29 $20.18

TOTAL ASSETS $39,539.85 $38,615.32

LIABILITIES

Paid Subscriptions $9,040.00 $9,855.00

Submitted by Rene Brace, Treasurer.

PCAS Scholarships Available

This has been a long year with very little activi-
ty apart from our monthly Zoom meetings, but due
to the generosity of our members and friends, this
year we are able to award a total of four $1,000
scholarships to California undergraduates.

Our new award this year is the Scott Findlay
Memorial Scholarship in honor of our recently
passed PCAS Board President. This scholarship is
funded by his family, friends, and fellow members.

The Myrtle Soderberg Memorial Scholarship
is named for a founding member of our society and
is fully funded by generous donations from our
members and Joe Hodulik’s Donation-Award ac-
tivities.

The Gloria Bogdan Memorial Scholarship is
named for a passed Life Member, and is generous-
ly funded by her husband, Tom.

The Sherri Gust Memorial Scholarship is
named for a passed Life Member and PCAS Board
President and is funded in her memory by
Cogstone Resource Management, the company she
founded.

Applicants must achieve junior or senior status
by this fall, must live in or be attending university
in California, and be able to display a proven inter-
est in archaeology. Successful applicants will each
receive an award of $1,000 upon enrollment for the
fall semester. Complete application guidelines and
an application form are available on our website,
www.pcas.org/scholarship. Deadline for applica-
tions is April 30, 2022.

In addition to our undergraduate scholarship
program, we have research and presentation grants
available to graduate students. Guidelines for these
awards may also be found on our website.

Should you know any qualified students who
may not have heard of our program, please direct
them to the website. Questions may also be di-

rected to scholarship@pcas.org or by telephone to
714-539-6354.

PCAS is dedicated to promoting the discipline
of archaeology and encouraging its study wherever
possible and we thank all our donors for their gen-
erous assistance.

g5 Like us on
Facebook
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DIG THIS ...

il

Lectures

A Re-Examination of the Bouse Walk-In Well in
Far-Western Arizona, by Dr. Aaron Wright
(Archaeology Southwest). Zoom lecture presented
by the Colorado Desert Archaeology Society, Feb-
ruary 1, 6:30 pm. Information and registration:
www.anzaborregoarchaeo.org.

ARCE Online: Living and Dying in Ancient Nubia,
by Dr. Brenda J. Baker (Arizona State University).
An ARCE, Bowers Museum online lecture, February
5, 12 am—11:59 pm. Recorded lecture available for
24 hours. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE members
free. Information: www.bowers.org.

Inca Architecture and Gender: Key Tenants in Inca
Architecture and the Important Role Women Played
in Defining Inca Spaces, by Dr Stella Nair (UCLA).
A Zoom lecture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter.
To request registration, contact ocarchaeolo-

gy(@yahoo.com. Information: www.aia-oc.org.

An Evening with Thomas Blackburn, a virtual pro-
gram of the Ventura County Archaeological Society.
February 8, 7 pm. Register to receive link:
vcas.arch@gmail.com. Information:
www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com.

Joshua Tree Genome Project, by Jeremy Yoder.

A Coachella Valley Archaeological Society lecture,
Portola Community Center, 45-480 Portola Ave,
Palm Desert, February 11, 6:30 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: www.cvarch.org.

DStretch Tutorial, by Jon Harman. An American
Rock Art Research Association (ARARA) Zoom lec-
ture, February 12. Free. Information and registration:
arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures. Past ARARA lectures
are available at www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPCI2NQ3RN3J5TilCuxF3cA.

Archaeology’s Place in Healing and Reconcilia-
tion: Reclaiming the Indigenous Paleolithic of the
Western Hemisphere, by Dr. Paulette Steeves
(Algoma University, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario), Feb-
ruary 17, 5 pm MST; Archaeology Underwater: How
Submerged Landscapes are Changing the Future of

Archaeology, by Dr. Ashley Lemke (University of
Texas, Arlington), February 24, 5 pm MST. Virtual
lectures of the Archaeological Conservancy. Infor-
mation and required registration:
www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/virtual-lectures-
2022.

Living Room Lecture: Prehistory of Baja Califor-
nia, by Don Laylander. An Archaeological Center of
San Diego Zoom lecture, February 17, 6:30 pm
(registration closes at 4 pm). Free; donations appreci-
ated. Information and required registration:
www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/. Past lectures are
available on YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/
UC1ul&1ko8JsS19NEicQS2cA/playlists.

The Hunter: Anthropomorphic Variation in San
Rock Art—Archetypes, Transformational Figures,
and Their Metaphoric Vocabulary, by Anne Stoll. A
virtual lecture of the San Diego Rock Art Associa-
tion, February 27, 4 pm. Free. Information and regis-
tration: www.sandiegorockart.org.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

The 39th Annual California Missions and Presidios
Conference—“The Birth of a City: Mission San
Luis Obispo 250 Years” will be presented virtually
February 18-19. Fee: $85, members $65, students
$35. Information and registration: californiamis-
sionsfoundation.org/conference.

The Society for American Archaeology 87th Annual
Meeting will be held March 30—April 3 in Chicago.
Fees vary. Information and registration:

WWwWw.saa.org.

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter(@pcas.org.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people

dedicated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of
archaeological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

L.

2.

Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research

design.

. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for

further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal

8.

9.

Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the

direction of an authorized institution or organization.

The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our

non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS Speaker Calendar

March 10, 2022

Allen Dart

Archaeology's Deep Time Perspective on
Environment and Social Sustainability

April 14, 2022
Dr. Vance T. Holliday
Pre-Clovis Footprints, White Sands National Park

View of the Dangermond preserve and western Santa May 12, 2022

Barbara Channel from Government Point. Dr. Metin I. Eren
Clovis Hunters' Reputation as Mammoth Killers
Takes a Hit

Join us for the February 10 live Zoom lec-

ture by Dr. Torben Rick speaking on “Cultural
Keystone Places and the Chumash Landscapes
of Humgaq’, Point Conception, California.”
See p. 2 for registration information.




2022 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Email

vicepresident@pcas.org

secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
curator@pcas.org

fieldtrips@pcas.org

historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org

ifoster(@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org

Office Name
*Vice—President Steve O’Neil
*Secretary Gail Cochlin
*Treasurer Rene Brace
*Curator Hank Koerper
*Field Trips Stephen Dwyer
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro
*Voting Member Irene Foster
Archivist Gail Cochlin
Donation-Awards Coordinator ~ Joe Hodulik
Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold
Membership Megan Galway
Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace
Programs Joe Hodulik
Quarterly Co-Editor Alan Garfinkel
Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’ Neil
Refreshments Gail Cochlin
Scholarship Megan Galway
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer

donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org

nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org

newsletter@pcas.org
programs(@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone

949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2022 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:
Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics
Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

O Quarterly — $40
O Newsletter — $20

WWW.pCas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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