
 

 

 

DINNER WITH THE SPEAKER 
 

pm at 
Mimi’s Café, 4030 Barranca Parkway, Irvine. 

FEBRUARY PCAS SPEAKER 
 

Clay Lebow 
 

Archaeological Excavations  
and Stabilization at Swordfish Cave 

 

PCAS MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
Free and Open To the Public 

February 9 - 7:30 pm 
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 Have you renewed your membership?  
 Use the membership form in this Newsletter 

or pay online at www.pcas.org. 

(Continued on p. 3) 

BOARD MEETING 
All Members Welcome   

February 11 - 12 noon 
Location: PCAS Curation Facility 

Contact Scott Findlay for directions:  
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JANUARY SPEAKER NOTES 

Using Cutting-Edge LiDAR  
Technology at El Pilar  

By Megan Galway 
 

Dr. Anabel Ford is director of the MesoAmerican 
Research Center at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, and president of the nonprofit Ex-
ploring Solutions Past: The Maya Forest Alliance. 
Her research focuses on the ancient Maya land-
scape, combining archaeological settlement survey 
with traditional ecological knowledge.  

Dr. Ford began her research of Maya sites in 
1972 and in 1983 discovered and conducted site 
surveys and mapping of El Pilar. This site is located 
in the El Pilar Reserve for Maya Flora and Fauna 
and straddles the border between Guatemala and 
Belize. As its name suggests, the primary function 
of the reserve is to study the way in which the cul-
tural landscape relates to the native vegetation and 
conserve biodiversity in the area. The area of the El 
Pilar archaeological site is estimated to be 20 km2 of 
which 7 km2 have currently been surveyed.  

 A recent innovation at the site is the use of Li-
DAR (Light Detection and Ranging) as a way to 
map the landscape. LiDAR uses laser pulses fired 
from an aircraft (in this case a helicopter) which are 
returned by any solid surface. By recording these 
results as points, the technology is able to create a 
variety of images. Analysis of the points can differ-
entiate between the forest canopy, the biomass, and 
the ground surface. These results may then be dis-
played as a topographic image (accurate to 1 m con-
tours) or as a profile of a specific transect. In this 
way groundworks and structures may be identified. 
Dr. Ford did note the process is not effective in 
identifying features such as roads or trails because it 
only indicates changes in elevation. 

 

. 

SIGN UP FOR 

 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/?
ref=aymt_homepage_panel 
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the necessary measures taken to create the viewing 
area. Data from the site demonstrate that rock art on 
the Central Coast is much older than previously 
thought. Other data provide fascinating and unusual 
insights into the people that once used the cave and 
created the rock art. 
 Clay Lebow (MA) is a Registered Professional 
Archaeologist with more than 35 years of experience 
in the western United States, including 20 years 
along California’s Central Coast. He is a Vice Presi-
dent for Applied EarthWorks, Inc., a well-respected 
cultural resources management consulting firm. He is 
responsible for operations in the Lompoc office. 
From that office he has directed more than 170 ar-
chaeological investigations on Vandenberg Air Force 
Base, including a multiyear effort at Swordfish Cave. 

February Speaker (continued from p. 1) 

When:  February 11, 2017, 1 pm 

Where:  Red Car Building 

   Everyone is welcome. No experience necessary! 
Please contact Mark Roeder (714-299-4150, cura-
tor@pcas.org) or Scott Findlay (714-342-2534, 
fieldtrips@pcas.org) for directions and to let us know 
you will be coming 

JANUARY BOARD MEETING 
SUMMARY 

Submitted by Megan Galway 

 President Sherri Gust called the meeting to order 
on January 14, 12:12 pm, at the Red Car Building. 
2016 Board Members present: Rene Brace, Gail 
Cochlin, Steve Dwyer, Scott Findlay, Hank Koer-
per, and Kathleen Shada. Incoming 2017 Board 
Members present: Bob Brace, Megan Galway, and 
Brian Steffensen. Member  present: Mark Roeder. 

  The November 2016 minutes were approved, and 
the November Treasurer’s report was accepted. The 
2016 Financial Statement will be published in the 
February Newsletter. 

 Joe Hodulik received $145 in donations for  the 
Scholarship fund! Our next field trip will be to the 
Needles area, February 3–5. Speakers have been 
scheduled for the remainder of 2017. except October 
and November. In September we will welcome back 
Dr. James Kus, and in December we will have the 
privilege to hear Dr. Dennis Jenkins speaking on the 
archaeology of Paisley Cave.  

 Four boxes of material from CA-Ora-193 was re-
turned by California State University, Sacramento. 
PCAS Quarterly 52, Number 4, was mailed earlier in 
January and hand-delivered at the January General 
Meeting. Megan Galway will begin announcing the 
availability of 2017 PCAS Scholarships. She reported 
that Kat Davis, the 2016 recipient of the Gloria Bog-
dan Memorial Scholarship and a student at San Diego 
State, is attending a field school in the Mt. Palomar 
area and has been accepted for a summer intern pro-
gram at the San Diego Museum of Man. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 pm. 
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PCAS SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

  Statistical Research, Inc. (SRI) has announced the 
publication of the five-volume series, People in a 
Changing Land: The Archaeology and History of the 
Ballona in Los Angeles, California.  

Volume 1: 
Volume 2: Archaeological Sites and Chronology  
Volume 3: Material Culture and Subsistence   
     Practices  
Volume 4: 
Volume 5: Gabrielino/Tongva Origins and Devel-
     opment: A View from Guaspet  

 These volumes are available for download at no 
cost through the SRI Press at www.sripress.com/
playa-vista-technical-series/. 

 

 

1. A detailed reconstruction of the Holocene history 
of the Ballona wetlands and surrounding region 

2. A thorough documentation of the Ballona’s ar-
chaeological record, including excavation and 
analysis of more than a dozen sites in the wet-
lands and surrounding region 

3. An extensive study of the ethnohistory of the 
region, focusing on the rancheria of Guaspet 

Pacific Coast 
Archaeological Society 

Visit  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178  

to get started. 
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PCAS 2016 FINANCIAL  
STATEMENT 

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP 

When: February 3–5, 2017 

Where: Needles area 

 

 Photos below: rock art sites in the Needles vicinity.  



6 

February 2017                                                               PCAS Newsletter                                                                 Vol. 56 No. 2 

 

 

Exhibits 
 
Stepping Out of the Past explores the family tree 
from Homo naledi to Neandertals. Western Science 
Center, Hemet, continuing. Fee. Information: 
www.westerncentermuseum.org. 
  

Lectures 
 

 

 

 
Excavation in Cástulo, Spain, by Justin Walsh 
(Chapman University), a lecture of the AIA, Orange 
County Chapter. DeNault Auditorium in Grimm 
Hall, Concordia University, February 12, 2–4 pm. 
Fee: $5; students and members free. Information: 
www.aia-oc.org. 
 
Parsing Anatomy in European Paleolithic Cave 
Art, by Dr. Roy Larick, a San Diego Rock Art Asso-
ciation lecture. Kumeyaay-Ipai Interpretive Center, 
Poway, February 12. Potluck 4 pm; presentations 5 
pm. Fee: Donation $5; members free. Information: 
www.sandiegorockart.org.  
 
A California Indian Story, a one hour film, with 
producer Albert Chacon. Several Bird Singers will 
sing and answer questions. Coachella Valley Archae-
ological Society, Portola Center, 45480 Portola, 
Palm Desert, February 16, 6:30 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: www.cvarch.org. 
  

DIG THIS... 

Horses (and hominins) from Hadar: Searching for 
Fossils in the “Cradle of Humanity,” by Eric Scott 
(paleontologist). Western Science Center, Hemet, Feb-
ruary 16, 6 pm. Fee: $5; members free. Information: 
www.westerncentermuseum.org. 
 
Photogrammetry, Provenance, and Preservation of 
Tangible Heritage in the Khangai Mountains, Mon-
golia, by Nicholas Case. San Diego County Archaeo-
logical Society, Los Peñasquitos Ranch House, Febru-
ary 28, 7:30 pm. Free. Information: 
www.sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com. 
 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 

The 2017 California Missions Conference will be 
held at Mission Santa Inés February 17–19. Online 
registration and information: californiamissionsfoun-
dation.org. 
 
The Art and Science of Flintknapping, by Dr. 
Jeanne Day Binning and Charles (Chuck) Bouscaren. 
California State University Desert Studies Center 
(ZZYZX), February 24–26. Fee includes lodging and 
meals: $275.00 or $325 after February 18 (credit, 2 
units). For questions, contact Dr. Billings, 559-301-
7707. To enroll (UCR Extension): 800-442-4990 or 

 
 
The 87th Annual Southwestern Anthropological As-
sociation Conference will be held at the San Jose 
Hilton in downtown San Jose, April 28–29. Paper ab-
stracts, posters, etc. due by February 15. Fee: $80, in-
cludes one year membership. Information and registra-
tions: www.swaa-anthro.org 
 
Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news. 
 
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 
newsletter@pcas.org.  

Lectures (continued) 
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

 The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR 
 

Clay Lebow at Swordfish Cave. 

Come to the February 9 meeting  
to hear about new information 

from Swordfish Cave! 



 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
2017 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member - $45 □ Quarterly - $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership - $50 □ Newsletter - $20   

□ Supporting Member* - $55  

□ Donor Member* - $75    

□ Lifetime Member* - $1000    

* May be individual or family membership   

□ Student Associate - $10 (email Newsletter only) 

2017 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

*PCAS Board Member 

Return form with payment to
 

PCAS Membership 
PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926 

Office Name Email Phone 

*President Sherri Gust president@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
*Vice-President Hank Koerper vicepresident@pcas.org 714-342-2534 
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-348-9179 
*Treasurer Bob Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 
*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  
*Archivist Gail Cochlin archivist@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
*Programs Co-Chair Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
*Programs Co-Chair Brian Steffensen programs@pcas.org 714-348-9179 
*Voting member Kathleen Shada kathleenshada@pcas.org 714-381-8182 
 Curator Mark Roeder curator@pcas.org 714-299-4150 
 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Field Trips Co-Chair Scott Findlay fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-342-2534 
 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold Historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
 Newsletter Editor  Sherri Gust newsletter@pcas.org 714-245-0264 
 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Quarterly Editor Hank Koerper publications@pcas.org 714-633-9287 
 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Website Rene Brace info@pcas.org 714-544-6282 


