September PCAS Speaker
Dr. Ted Goebel

The Paleoindian to Archaic
Transition at Bonneville Estates
Rockshelter, Nevada

Zoom Meeting

September 10, 7:30 pm. See p. S.

Bonneville Estates Rockshelter, located in the
Western Bonneville basin along the Nevada-Utah
border, has been the subject of multidisciplinary re-
search for the past 25 years. Although excavations
were completed in 2009, various analyses investigat-
ing early Indigenous ecology and lifeways have been
undertaken and continue to this day. The rockshelter
is well-stratified with well-preserved ecofacts and
artifacts including faunal and macrobotanical re-
mains, coprolites, hearth features, chipped-stone and
ground-stone lithics, and perishable twine, cordage
and basket fragments. Chronology is based on a set of
247 radiocarbon dates, making Bonneville Estates
one of the most well-dated sites in North America.
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The archaeological record spans from before 13,000
to about 300 years ago.

The focus of our research program has been to
chronicle hunter-gatherer adaptive change across this
time, considering it within the context of long-term
climate and environmental change in the Great Salt
Lake Desert, where a detailed regional record of pale-
oenvironmental change has been developed spanning
the last 15,000 years. This presentation will review
this evidence. The results show a striking consistency
in human-occupation intensity and oscillations be-
tween cool mesic and warm arid climate. Specifically,
during relatively cool times, occupation intensity was
high, while during extended periods of drought, occu-
pation intensity was low, with the rockshelter even
seemingly abandoned at times. The ultimate outcome
is a clear case of how long-term oscillations in climate
can repeatedly motivate change in foraging societies
in marginal environmental settings.

Ted Goebel is Chair and Professor of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at the University of Kansas. He
earned the PhD degree at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks in 1983, and he has since held faculty ap-
pointments at Southern Oregon University, University
of Nevada, Texas A&M University, and currently at
University of Kansas. Dr. Goebel’s research has fo-
cused on the Ice Age peopling of the Americas, hav-
ing led excavations in Siberia, the Russian Far East,
Alaska, the Great Basin of the interior western US,
and Patagonia (Argentina), investigating the Upper
Paleolithic settlement of greater Beringia and how
Paleo-Indigenous peoples settled into extreme arid
environments at the end of the Pleistocene. He cur-
rently co-directs field projects at the Sheg Xdaltthi
site in central Alaska and La Gruta rockshelters in the
Deseado Massif of southern Patagonia.
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June PCAS Speaker Notes

Voices From Coaybay:
The Archaeological Study and
Preservation of a Deep-Water Sinkhole in
the Dominican Republic

By Albert Knight

Our June 11 Zoom speaker was John W. Foster.
The presentation discussed the 1995—-1997 archaeo-
logical investigations in a remarkable cenote (a
flooded limestone sinkhole), at the Manantial de la
Aleta (Spring of the Fin) in Cotubanama National
Park, which is located at the southeast end of the
Dominican Republic (i.e., of the island of Hispanio-
la). The park is named for the Taino Cacique (chief)
Cotubanama. According to Mr. Foster, the investi-
gations were requested by the Dominican govern-
ment in order “to determine the nature of the site
and how to preserve it in a National Park.” The park
is the most visited of all the natural reserves in the
Caribbean region, hence the need to identify archae-
ological resources and develop a management plan.
The park is well known for its remarkable biodiver-
sity with over 300 species of birds and 500 species
of flowering plants being present. The park is also
host to numerous archaeological sites, including
20+ ceremonial plazas, eight native cemeteries, and
hundreds of caves and cenotes, many of which in-
clude archaeological deposits.

But it is the Manantial de la Aleta cenote that is
perhaps the most remarkable site in the park. That
cenote is host to literally thousands of intact arti-
facts that derive from the Taino culture, the first
“New World” culture encountered by Christopher
Columbus. Mr. Foster began his talk by giving us
an overview of the Taino culture. He noted that
even before getting wet, he and the people he
worked with had the pleasure of studying the many
thousands of pictographs and petroglyphs in the
surrounding area. But it was the finds made in the
cenote that were the most amazing, because the ce-
note had been an offertory site for hundreds of
years (estimated to range from AD 1035 to 1420).
And, although the water in the top 30 feet of the
cenote is “normal” (i.e., oxygenated), the water in
the lower part of the cenote to a depth of about 200
feet is anaerobic. Very little bacterial activity occurs
without oxygenated water, and artifacts were pre-
served in the anaerobic water. Many offerings were
completely intact. There were, for example, no in-
tact Taino baskets before the cenote was explored,
but there are numerous completely intact examples
in the cenote. Gourds, which held offerings, were
found by the hundreds, as were delicate items like

PCAS June speaker, John W. Foster.

regalia, including feathers. Cordage, even small
twine, was often observed, and both ceramic and
wooden vessels were present (with several examples
recovered); even a Taino war club was recovered.
Mr. Foster pointed out that the cenote was only ex-
plored to a depth of 180 feet. The crew did not get to
the bottom, and many artifacts were left in situ so
they would not decompose if brought to the surface.
Importantly, he mentioned several times that the site
was a place to make offerings, and no human re-
mains were observed.

More information on the Manantial de la Aleta
site, and much more, can be found in the Journal of
Caribbean Archaeology, which is available online.
Mr. Foster’s presentation is available on the PCAS
YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0Aj00sjE_x4. This was a really interesting
presentation! We do not have the space here to
properly describe the cenote, the non-destructive
archaeological work, or the many artifacts, both ob-
served and recovered. If you did not have a chance
to see the original broadcast, you owe it to yourself
to watch it online.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Quarterly (PCASQ) is back in full swing and is
soliciting paper submissions. We are looking for
papers on the archaeology of California (Alta and
Baja) and nearby regions. We promise quick turn
around and can publish relatively long papers that
most journals would not even consider. Please send
submissions to Mark Q. Sutton, Editor, at msut-

ton@csub.edu.
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PCAS Quarterly Backstock
Has a New Home

By Stephen Dwyer

Did you know that printed back issues of the
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly
(PCASQ), all the way back to 1965, are available
for order? PCAS members Bob and Rene Brace
have been providing this service for years. The de-
tails and the order form are available on the PCAS
website at https://www.pcas.org/pdfissues.html.

For the last 10 years, the back issues have been
stored at the Cooper Center, managed by Orange
County Parks. Our lease expired, and the Cooper
Center needed its space back. The Moulton Muse-
um in Laguna Hills came to the rescue. It has some
storage space that is at least temporarily available
and offered to allow PCAS to store the collection
there.

On June 12, 2026, a small crew of PCAS mem-
bers and a local moving company transported the
Quarterly issues, shelves, and file cabinets to their
new home. Happily, everything went smoothly. It
was better organized during a return visit in August.

Many thanks to the Moulton Museum for mak-
ing this possible! The museum is a local gem and
well worth a visit! Per its website, the Moulton
Museum “works to keep the history of Orange
County and its ranching era alive. The museum
actively archives, restores, and preserves Orange
County historical artifacts.” It has permanent ex-
hibits, rotating exhibits, and events. Jared Mathis,
the museum’s president, spoke to the PCAS in
April 2024. It is open Tuesdays, Thursdays, and the
first two Saturdays of the month. Visit the museum
at 25256 Cabot Road, Laguna Hills. The museum’s
website is https://moultonmuseum.org.

- P 7« » -

PCAS Quarterly storage at the Moulton Museum.

PCAS Board Nominations
and Election

Please consider volunteering to be part of the
PCAS working Board of Directors! PCAS is request-
ing nominations for three positions for three-year
terms on the PCAS Board of Directors. Members in-
terested in serving may contact any Board member
(see emails and phone numbers on p. 6). Board meet-
ings are once a month, normally via Zoom, and con-
sist of decision making and committee progress re-
porting. A candidate’s biography, not to exceed 125
words, must be submitted no later than September 10,
2026, to Megan Galway at secretary(@pcas.org. The
submitted biographies will be printed in the October
PCAS Newsletter.

PCAS members will receive ballots for the elec-
tion of Directors by email in mid-October. These bal-
lots must be returned by November 12, 2026, and can
only be returned electronically or by USPS mail. To
vote in this election, one must be a 2026 PCAS mem-
ber by October 8, 2026 (date of record). Newly elect-
ed Board members will be announced in the Decem-
ber newsletter and will take office in January 2027.

For membership or election questions, contact Me-
gan Galway at membership@pcas.org.

o5 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc

Sign Up for Ralphs
Community Rewards

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants
for this opportunity to earn a donation of at
least 1 percent of your Ralphs’ purchases. Go to
www.ralphs.com and sign in or create an
account.

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to
Community Rewards. Link your card by
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization
number, QT023.

2. Call 800-576-4377 for assistance.
Thank you for supporting PCAS!
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DIG THIS ... ﬁ'

Exhibits

Stendahl’s World: Marketing Ancient Mexico and
Modern Art in Los Angeles presents the story of
the promotion of ancient Mexican artifacts as com-
modities and causing archaeological sites in Mexico
to suffer irreparable depredations. The Getty Center,
through October 18. Free, fee for parking. Timed
entry reservation required. Information: https://

www.getty.edu.

Kumeyaay Comics by the Kumeyaay Visual Storytell-
ing Project based on a two-part graphic novel Our
Past, Present, Future, and Beyond Gaming authored
by tribal historians presents history from a Kumeyaay
perspective. Museum of Us, opens September 12.

The Kumeyaay Cosmology exhibit will also reopen on
September 12. Fee varies. Information: https://
museumofus.org.

Lectures

U-2 Spy Planes and Egypt, by Dr. Oren Siegel
(University of Toronto), ARCE/Bowers Museum
onsite lecture, September 12, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15;
Bowers and ARCE members free. Recorded lecture
available one week after onsite event. Fee: $10;
Bowers and ARCE members free. Ticket purchase
and information: www.bowers.org.

Homer, Hollywood, and Historical Content, by Eric
Cline (George Washington University). An AIA Ar-
chaeology Hour Zoom lecture, September 23, 5 pm
(PT), Information and registration: https://
www.archaeological.org/programs/public/lectures/
archaeologyhour.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

An Afternoon at the Adobe will celebrate the Costa
Mesa Historical Society’s 60th Anniversary with
tours of the adobe, hands-on demonstrations, exhibits,
food, music, and more. Diego Sepulveda Adobe, Es-
tancia Park, 1900 Adams Ave, Costa Mesa, August 29,
11 am-3 pm. Free. Information:
www.costamesahistory.org/events.

Classes, Meetings, and Events (continued)

Moompetam American Indian Festival will cele-
brate indigenous California maritime cultures with
traditional craft demonstrations, storytelling, music,
and dance. Aquarium of the Pacific, September 12—
13, 9 am-5 pm. Fee: Included with aquarium admis-
sion. Advance online reservations required for admis-
sion. Information: www.aquariumofpacific.org.

San Manuel Pow Wow will have California tradi-
tional bird singers and dancers, as well as North
American dancers and drum groups, food and craft
vendors. CSU San Bernardino, September 18-20.
Free. More information and daily schedule: https:/
calendar.powwows.com/events/san-manuel-pow-
WOW.

Indigenous Artisan Market at the San Diego Ar-
chaeological Center will have handmade artwork,
jewelry, textiles, and pottery offered by indigenous
artisans. September 19, 10 am—3 pm. Free. Infor-
mation: https://sandiegoarchaeology.org/event/
indigenous-artisan-market.

The SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting will be
held at the Donner Memorial Visitor Center, October
3, 10 am-5 pm. Contact SCA Northern Vice Presi-
dent Connor Buitenhuys to submit a paper or for
more information: connor@scahome.org. The SCA
Southern Data Sharing Meeting will be held at the
Annenberg Science Complex, CSU Los Angeles,
October 10, 10 am—4 pm. Information and registra-
tion for both Data Sharing Meetings: https://
scahome.org/events.

Archaeology Day by the Colorado Desert Ar-
chaeology Society will have exhibits, presenta-
tions, bird singers, basket and art sales, tours of the
Begole Archaeological Library, and field trips.
Visitor Center at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park,
November 7, 9 am—3:30 pm. Information: https://
www.anzaborregoarchaeo.org/archday2026.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter(@pcas.org.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non-renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar
October 8, 2926 Online Meeting

Beth and Chris Padon

The California Archaeological Site
Stewardship Program (CASSP)

e Email a new Zoom registration request by
noon on Thursday, September 10 to mem-
bership@pcas.org. You will receive an
emailed link to the meeting.

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome

with registration. November 12, 2026 Online Meeting

Albert Knight
Salvage Archaeology in the 21st Century:
The Chumash Village of Saticoy

e When the presentation starts, please mute
your microphone and turn off your
webcam.

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom December 10, 2026 Holiday Meeting

meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any
technical problems prior to the beginning of the
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

Dr. Brian Dervin Dillon
A Life in Ruins: 54 Years of Archaeology in
California and Beyond
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2026 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office Name Email Phone
*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864
*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717
*Hospitality Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
*Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506
*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730
*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999
*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393
*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666
Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Newsletter Editor Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282
Programs Joe Hodulik programs(@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864
Quarterly Editor Mark Sutton publications@pcas.org 661-203-8670
Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942
Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717
Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567
*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2026 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Signature
Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) ~ Subscription Only Scholarship Fund
O Active Member — $45 O Quarterly — $50 OO0 Donation $
O Family Membership — $50 O Newsletter — $20
O Supporting Member* — $55 Join online:

www.pcas.org/membrs.html

O Donor Member* — $75 Or return with payment to:

O Lifetime Member* — $1000 Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

" oo . . PO Box 10926
May be individual or family membership WWW.pPCAs.org Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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