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PCAS Board Nominations  
and Election Information! See p. 3. 

In-Person and Zoom Meeting 

September 11, 7:30 pm. See p. 5.  
Maize varieties. 

(Continued on p. 4) 

Dinner with the Speaker 
 

pm, Knowlwood Restaurant, 14952 Sand 
Canyon Ave.,  Irvine.  

 Research during the last four decades has trans-
formed our understanding of maize domestication and 
dispersal in the Americas. In this talk Dr. Kennett will 
synthesize current genetic, paleoecological, and ar-
chaeological data regarding the development of this 
globally important crop. Evidence indicates initial do-
mestication from teosinte (Zea mays, ssp. parviglumis) 
in the Balsas region of southwestern Mexico before 
~9,000 BP. This was followed by early cultivation in 
this region and rapid dispersal through Central and 
South America soon afterward. Recent genetic evi-
dence suggests a subsequent wave of expansion after 
admixture with a second wild teosinte in the highlands 
of Mexico. The earliest cobs from the highlands of 
Oaxaca (6,250 BP) and Tehuacan (5,300 BP) are 
small and aDNA indicates the domestication syn-
drome was not fixed. Secondary improvement oc-
curred in South America and Mesoamerica by at least 
~6,700 BP and ~4,300 BP, respectively, with larger, 
multi-rowed varieties appearing when isotope studies 
show consumption as a dietary staple. Genetic data 
suggests subsequent gene flow between Mesoamerica 
and South America during this interval. Maize was 
introduced into the southwestern US from the arid 
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June Speaker Notes 
 

Context Is Everything:  

Ruppia cirrhosa and Dating the  

White Sands Footprints 
 

By Albert Knight 
 
 

Ruppia seed balls and human footprints along a 
modern lake strandline serve as an analog for the 
prehistoric White Sands footprints.  

(Continued on  p. 3) 
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PCAS Board Nominations  
and Election 

 Please consider volunteering to be part of the 
PCAS working Board of Directors! PCAS is request-
ing nominations for three positions for three-year 
terms on the PCAS Board of Directors. Members in-
terested in serving may contact any Board member 
(see emails and phone numbers on p. 6). Board meet-
ings are once a month, normally via Zoom, and con-
sist of decision making and committee progress re-
porting. A candidate’s biography, not to exceed 125 
words, must be submitted no later than September 11, 
2025, to Megan Galway at secretary@pcas.org. The 
submitted biographies will be printed in the October 
PCAS Newsletter.  

  PCAS members will receive ballots for the elec-
tion of Directors by email in mid-October. These bal-
lots must be returned by November 13, 2025, and can 
only be returned electronically or by USPS mail. To 
vote in this election, one must be a 2025 PCAS mem-
ber by October 9, 2025 (date of record). Newly elect-
ed Board members will be announced in the Decem-
ber newsletter and will take office in January 2025.   

 For membership or election questions, contact Me-
gan Galway at membership@pcas.org.  

According to Dr. Dello-Russo, “When aquatic 
plants absorb dissolved inorganic carbon, the ancient 
carbon causes radiocarbon dates to be too old. There-
fore, Ruppia cirrhosa is too unreliable to use for radi-
ocarbon dating.” Thus, the NPS team overestimated 
the age of the Ruppia seeds and the associated human 
footprints by 7,000 or more years.  

 Dr. Dello-Russo’s research team conducted their 
own research on Ruppia seed/human fossil footprint 
associations and concluded that the Otero footprints 
date to “only” 16,800 to 12,200 BP, which is well 
within the range of archaeological and genetic esti-
mates currently agreed upon. This range of dates is 
still respectably old dating to Folsom, Clovis, or per-
haps even pre-Clovis times. Needless to say, the sub-
ject is of great interest and research will continue for 
many more years.  

June Speaker Notes      (Continued from p. 2) Sign Up for Ralphs  

Community Rewards 

 

1. On the “My Account” page, scroll to 
Community Rewards. Link your card by 
searching for “Pacific Coast Archaeological 
Society” or inserting the PCAS organization 
number, QT023. 

2. Call 800-576-4377 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

YOU Are Needed! 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

mailto:secretary@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sP-mAx6NNk
http://www.ralphs.com
https://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc/
http://www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc
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DIG THIS ...  

DIG THIS …..            

 Exhibitions 
 

 

Lectures 
 

Understanding Imperiled Earth: How Archaeology 
and Human History Inform a Sustainable Future, by 
Dr. Todd J. Braje (University of Oregon Museum of 
Natural and Cultural History). A Zoom lecture of the 
Ventura County Archaeological Society, September 9, 
7 pm. Information: venturacountyarchaeologicalsocie-
ty.com. To request Zoom registration email 
vcas.arch@gmail.com.  
 

 
From Shimao to the Qin Empire: Tracing Political 
Evolution Through Shaanxi's Archaeological Dis-
coveries, by Dr. Min Li (UCLA). Bowers Museum, 
September 14, 1:30 pm. Fee: $20; members $15. 

 
 

 

Classes, Meetings, and Events 
 

Moompetam American Indian Festival will celebrate 
indigenous California maritime cultures with tradition-
al craft demonstrations, storytelling, music, and dance. 
Aquarium of the Pacific, September 13–14, 9 am–5 
pm. Fee: Included with aquarium admission. Advance 
online reservations required for admission. Infor-
mation: www.aquariumofpacific.org. 
 
San Manuel Pow Wow will be held at CSU San Ber-
nardino, September 19–21. Free. Information: 
socalpowwow.com.  
 

 registration: 
greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org. 

September Speaker  (Continued from p. 1) 

https://www.bowers.org/
https://www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com/
https://www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com/
mailto:vcas.arch@gmail.com
https://www.bowers.org/
https://www.bowers.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403/videos
http://www.aquariumofpacific.org
https://click.eamail4.support.ucla.edu/?qs=4af560893f53c619387fd90492e97acfdef75870fe053d2d433250e0ebbdd984a383c3d2403573f4195872de706bff463045342fbbe3fdc0
https://greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org/
mailto:richard@scahome.org
https://www.scahome.org/event-5777652
mailto:justin@scahome.org
https://www.scahome.org/event-6299854.
https://www.scahome.org/Elections


 

 

5 

August/September 2025                                               PCAS Newsletter                                                          Vol. 63, Nos. 8&9 

PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of ar-
chaeological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 nonrenewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS Speaker Calendar In-Person Meeting  

 Location:  IRWD Community Room 

    15500 Sand Canyon Ave, Irvine  

Zoom Meeting 

You will receive an emailed link to the meeting.

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with 
registration. 

 
microphone and turn off your webcam. 

 PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom 
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any tech-
nical problems prior to the beginning of the PCAS 
General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm. 

Irvine Ranch Water District makes its facilities available 
for use by residents and nonprofit organizations merely as 
a public service, but does not, by allowing this use, en-
dorse or support the purpose of the event or its sponsor. 

mailto:membership@pcas.org


 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $50 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2025 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 
www.pcas.org/membrs.html 
 

Or return with payment to: 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society 

PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

 Office Name Email Phone 

*President Stephen Dwyer president@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

*Vice President Joe Hodulik vicepresident@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

*Secretary Megan Galway secretary@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

*Voting Board Member Albert Knight knight@pcas.org 818-426-4730 

*Voting Board Member Michael Macko macko@pcas.org 714-900-1999  

*Voting Board Member Patrick Maxon pmaxon@pcas.org 949-677-2393  

*Voting Board Member Ivan Strudwick  strudwick@pcas.org 949-553-0666 

 Field Trips  Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Editor  publications@pcas.org  

 Refreshments Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-501-3717 

 Zoom Coordinator Stephen Dwyer zoomhost@pcas.org 562-209-0567 

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html

