
 

 

 

 

Dr. James E. Brady 
 

Discovering a Subterranean 
World Beneath Chichén Itzá  

  
 The Gran Aquífero Maya has worked at Chichén 
Itzá since 2017 investigating an array of natural and 
man-made subterranean features including caves and 
cenotes. Among these is the Cave of Balamkú that 
Archaeology Magazine named as one of the 10 most 
significant discoveries 2019. Our findings are build-
ing a picture of this massive site being laid out 
around a subterranean world to a greater extent than 
previously imagined. The project’s program of radi-
ocarbon dating is finding that many of these features 
are much earlier than previously suspected. Here is a 
peek at a new chapter being written on Chichén Itzá. 
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PCAS INFORMATION DURING 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

  

By Scott Findlay, PCAS President 
 

 The following PCAS activities have been suspend-
ed and are not expected to occur in 2020: General 
meetings at the IRWD Community Center, curation 
workdays, outreach programs, field trips, election and 
committee appointments, and the holiday lecture and 
dinner at the Duck Club.  
 

PCAS News 
 

 PCAS board members and committee chairs have 
held practice Zoom meetings in anticipation of reviv-
ing remote General Meetings and lectures with remote 
technology.   
 Dr. Alan Garfinkel and Steve O’Neil have been 
appointed co-editors of the Pacific Coast Archaeologi-
cal Quarterly. We hope to resume publication in the 
near future. 
 Terms of the PCAS Board of Directors have been 
extended until an election can be held. Our bylaws 
require in-person elections which are not feasible dur-
ing this pandemic. 
 The PCAS Curation containers were found to have 
been broken into on July 27, 2020. A report was filed 
with the Santa Ana Police Department. The Santa Ana 
Unified School District was notified because the con-
tainers are on SAUSD property. An estimated $1200-
$1300 of equipment is missing. No cultural artifacts 
seem to be missing or corrupted.  

 This is the combined August/September 
Newsletter. No April, May, or June/July 
2020 Newsletters were published because  

of the COVID-19 shutdown. 
Dr. Brady, Cueva de la Pinturas, Guatemala. 

(Continued on p. 6.) 

Zoom Meeting 
September 10, 7:30 pm 

To register:  Email membership@pcas.org 
    and request information. 
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MARCH 2020 SPEAKER NOTES 
 

Visual Prayer and Breath Bodies: 
Flower World Metaphor in  
Pueblo III and IV Rock Art 

 
 By Stephen Dwyer 

 

 

 

 As an example of stacked metaphors, Figure 1 
shows a petroglyph from El Creston, near Pueblo 
Blanca, New Mexico. Brides have a “white cloud” 
bridal robe. When they die, they are buried in it. At 
Hopi the dead are admonished, “you are changed … 
[into] a kachina; you are Cloud.… you will tell the 
chiefs [of the directions] to hasten the rain clouds 
here” (Stephen 1936:826, 829). Clouds are venerated 
ancients, kachinas (rain), and are charged with bring-
ing moisture and fertility to the present generations 
(Fewkes 1897; Stephen 1936). Likewise, the spiritual 
essence of the clothing, ornaments, and blankets worn 
by the departed transmute into rain. 

 

ancestors of the 

 

 Figure 2 shows a lightning-frame, used to simulate 
lightning bolts. Figure 3 displays a petroglyph appar-
ently representing a lightning-frame. The petroglyph 
in Figure 4 shows a warrior shooting an arrow/
lightning bolt from the base of a cloud/kachina. The 
fertilizing projectile pierces and inseminates the earth 
to bring forth a flowery land.  

 (Continued on p. 3) 

Figure 1. 

Figure 2. 



 

 

3 

August/September 2020                                              PCAS Newsletter                                                          Vol. 59, Nos. 8&9  

 

References  
 
Fewkes, Jesse Walter,  
1897 Tusayan Katcinas. In Fifteenth Annual Re port of  
  the  Bureau of American Ethnology, pp. 245–313.  
  Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.  

Jones, Bernard M., Jr., and Christopher E. Drover 
In press Perpetual Prayer: Metaphoric Fertility, Rock  
  Art  Papers, San Diego Rock Art Association. 

Stephen, Alexander M.  
1936 Hopi Journal of Alexander M. Stephen, Part II,  
  edited by Elsie Clews Parsons. Columbia University
  Press, New York. 

  

 Altars also display the complexity of metaphors. 
Figure 5 shows a turn of the twentieth century 
Owakulti altar at Sichomovi, on Hopi’s First Mesa. 
Altars are assembled with a variety of wimi, ancient 
sacred objects or effigies said to be endowed with 
occult power. Each wimi has a spirit or “Breath 
Body,” a segment of the interconnected eternal soul 
or essence that flows through all things. Priests ma-
nipulate the essence to obtain certain results. 

 

Figure 3. 

Figure 4. 

Figure 5. 

Figure 6. 

Figure 7. 
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www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

2020 SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 

 While we have had to cancel all meetings and 
events since March, we have been able to conduct our 
annual scholarship search as always. We were able to 
award three scholarships this year, but it was still a 
challenge to choose among a number of worthy appli-
cations. Ultimately these are the students who re-
ceived PCAS scholarships: 

 

. 
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By Stephen O’Neil 
 

 

 

 To better follow the authors’ arguments, I tracked 
the sources of their data. I was pleasantly surprised and 
gratified to see many of the citations came from Pacific 
Coast Archeological Society Quarterly articles. 

 

 

(Continued on p.6) 
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 Dr. James Brady is best known for pioneering the 
archaeological investigation of Maya caves. He has 
published over 140 articles on the subject and has 
edited a half dozen books and monographs. His re-
search has been supported by grants from the Nation-
al Science Foundation, the Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Mesoamerican Studies and three grants 
from the National Geographic Society. Dr. Brady has 
also won two Fulbright Fellowships. He has taught at 
California State University, Los Angeles, since 1998 
and has been named Distinguished Faculty Alumnus 
(2006), Outstanding Professor (2008), the President’s 
Distinguished Professor (2014), and his college’s 
Outstanding Mentor (2019). 
 

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP 
 In February 2020, PCAS members visited the 
Mojave National Preserve. The first stop of the week-
end was at Rustler Rockshelter, a habitation site that 
has been excavated and documented by UC Berkeley 
and CSU Bakersfield. A search for a petroglyph site a 
few miles away took longer than expected, but was 
ultimately successful. Numerous petroglyphs decorat-
ed the steep cliffsides of a dry wash. Along the way 
we saw the cutest discovery of the trip, a 5 inch long 
baby desert tortoise. The next day we visited Council 
Rocks and nearby Shelter Rock, which have petro-
glyphs, pictographs, cupules, solstice and equinox 
alignments, and cultural history.  

 

Balamkú Cave at Chichén Itzá.  
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

 The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

SIGN UP FOR RALPHS  
COMMUNITY REWARDS 

PCAS thanks Ralphs and all our participants for 
this opportunity to earn a donation of at least 1 per-
cent of your Ralphs purchases. Go to:  

www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-
contribution-program 

and create an account or sign in (email and password) 
to your account. 

2. Or call 800-443-4438 for assistance. 

 Thank you for supporting PCAS! 

Join our Virtual Meeting  
on September 10th! 

Balamkú Cave at Chichén Itzá.  



 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
2020 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55  

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

 

2020 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

*PCAS Board Member 

Return form with payment to
 

PCAS Membership 
PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

Office Name Email Phone 
*President Scott Findlay president@pcas.org 714-342-2534 
*Vice–President Steve O’Neil vicepresident@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
*Secretary Gail Cochlin secretary@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 
*Curator Hank Koerper curator@pcas.org 714-633-9287 
*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  
*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro ddegennaro@pcas.org  
*Voting Member Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  
 Archivist Gail Cochlin archivist@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-245-0264 
 Programs  Brian Steffensen programs@pcas.org 714-348-9179 
 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Quarterly Co-Editor Alan Garfinkel publications@pcas.org 805-312-2261 

 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Website Rene Brace info@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 


