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April PCAS Speaker
Dr. Marilynn Johnson

What is Philosophy of Archaeology?

Zoom Meeting
April 10, 7:30 pm. See p. 4.
No April in-person meeting

Philosophy of archaeology is a relatively nascent
area of inquiry—which means that theorists working in
this area are in a position to shape how it is understood
and where it goes in the future. In this presentation Dr.
Johnson will attempt to provide a summary of the his-
tory of philosophy of archaeology and philosophical
thinking within archaeology that can prove useful both
to philosophers and archaeologists who are unfamiliar
with the area of study. She will approach this talk as an
opportunity to brainstorm about how to best character-
ize this subfield and what future directions we should
all aim toward.
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In considering the history of the intersection be-
tween these disciplines, theories from philosophy of
language have been explicitly used by archaeologists
throughout the twentieth century, and this continues
today. Structuralism allows archaeologists theoretical
frameworks with which to go beyond the empirical data
themselves and posit meanings. With this history we
see an opportunity for clarity about ways that philoso-
phy has already directly contributed to archaeology. At
the same time, certain sites and artifacts, such as some
caves and bodily adornment, are likely of the sort best
understood within aesthetic theories about beauty rather
than the symbolism that is the focus of language. Thus,
theories from aesthetics are also needed for a robust
understanding of interpretation and meaning in archae-
ology. And philosophical questions of ethics should
never be lost when considering archaeological research.
Dr. Johnson will argue that there are many fruitful areas
of intersection between the theory of philosophy and
the practice of archaeology.

Dr. Marilynn Johnson is Associate Professor of Phi-
losophy at the University of San Diego. Prior to her
time at USD, she completed a post-doctoral fellowship
in Miami focused on the topic of philosophy of archae-
ology. She completed her PhD in 2017 at CUNY, su-
pervised by renowned philosopher of art Dr. Noel Car-
roll. Her first book, Adorning Bodies: Meaning, Evolu-
tion, and Beauty in Humans and Animals, was pub-
lished by Bloomsbury in 2022. She is in the early stages
of a second book on the topic of philosophy of archae-
ology. Her scholarly work has been published in the
journals Biological Theory, the Journal of Aesthetics
and Art  Criticism, Frontiers in  Psychology,
the Croatian Journal of Philosophy, and in an edited
volume entitled Explorations in Philosophy and Ar-
chaeology. She has published pieces written for a gen-
eral audience at Aesthetics for Birds, Psyche, and
The Philosophers’ Magazine. You can learn more about
Dr. Johnson on her website.

PCAS Scholarship applications
are due by April 30.
www.pcas.org/scholarship.html



https://johnson.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
https://www.pcas.org/scholarship.html

April 2025

PCAS Newsletter

Vol. 64, No. 4

March Speaker Notes

Alpine Obsidian Quarries
and Perishable Artifacts from the
Mt Edziza Volcanic Complex, Canada

By Albert Knight

On Thursday, March 13, 2025, Dr. Duncan McLar-
en, Adjunct Professor of Archaeology at the University
of Victoria, was our guest speaker. In his very interest-
ing talk, Dr. McLaren highlighted the fact that many
items of archaeological interest, many made of perisha-
ble materials, are being discovered when ice patches
retreat here in North America. The main area of discus-
sion is located in Mount Edziza Provincial Park on the
Kitsu Plateau, which is in British Columbia, east of the
Alaskan Panhandle. The Tahltan, an Indigenous people
who speak an Athabascan language, made extensive
use of the Kitsu obsidian, which is found at an altitude
well above the tree line. This obsidian, which the Tahl-
tan call dudat, was widely traded and is found in sites
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Tahltan First Nation members hiking to some ice patches
for survey.

as far west as the eastern Aleutian Islands and as far
east as central Alberta. The area includes all British
Columbia, except for Vancouver Island. The various
perishable artifacts discovered in association with the
obsidian quarries are believed to have all derived from
the people that were working the deposits, which are
themselves of great interest. But it is truly wonderful to
also find intact atlatl dart foreshafts, bone and antler

Obsidian reduction station revealed by receding snow.

PCAS March
speaker Dr. Duncan
McLaren holding
an ancient staff
wrapped for
transport.

tools, birch bark basket fragments, a partial moccasin,
cordage, and several entire 5 to 6 foot walking sticks,
one of which has been dated to 7,000 years old. A few
of the artifacts have been dated to about 9,000 years
old. The artifacts have been preserved all this time in
the ice. According to Dr. McLaren, “These artifacts
are associated with vast high quality obsidian
sources,” and they “provide insight into the materials
that were necessary to quarry and transport obsidian
and to conduct alpine-situated hunting.”

All of us are aware that due to global warming
glaciers and ice fields all over the world are in retreat,
and as the ice melts, many previously inaccessible
items of paleontological and archaeological interest
are being revealed. Some of the most interesting dis-
coveries include Otzi the Iceman, whose remains
were found in 1991 half buried in a melting glacier at
an elevation of over 10,000 feet on the Austrian-
Italian border. Otzi’s remains were subsequently esti-
mated to be over 5,000 years old. The remains of over
a dozen woolly mammoths have also been located in
artic areas, including in Siberia, Canada, and Alaska.
The most complete specimen is an almost entire adult
male, the Yukagir Mammoth, which has been called
“one of the greatest paleontological discoveries of all
time.” Found by local Siberian villagers melting out
of thawing permafrost, this animal has been dated to
ca. 22,500 years old.

The alpine ice patch melting and resulting discov-
ies of quite old, intact artifacts, such as those being
recovered and studied by Dr. McLaren and his col-
leagues, strongly suggest that similar high-altitude
research in the Sierra Nevada, Cascades, and Rocky
Mountains would be quite justified. Certainly at least
a few people must be doing that, or considering it.
We look forward to more ice patch discoveries.

This lecture and other past PCAS lectures are
available on PCAS’s YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.
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Lectures

California Missionary Performance Evaluations
1817-1820, by Elisabeth Rareshide (UCSB). A lec-
ture of the Santa Barbara County Archaeological So-
ciety, Santa Barbara Natural History Museum, April
7, 7 pm. Free. Information: www.sbnature.org/visit/
calendar/?category=6.

Archaeology and the Tibetan/Himalayan Afterlife ,
by Dr. Mark Aldenderfer (Professor Emeritus UC
Merced). An AIA Archaeology Hour online lecture,
April 9, 5 pm (PT). Free. Information and registra-
tion: sites.google.com/view/aiapugetsound/schedule-
of-lectures.

Rock Art Eccentrics: Incorporation of Natural Rock
Elements Into Rock Art Images, by Roger Cook. A
virtual lecture of the San Diego Rock Art Associa-
tion, April 13, 4 pm. Free. Information and registra-
tion: www.sandiegorockart.org/index.html.

Publishing Discoveries in Egyptology, by Dr. David
Ian Lightbody (Managing Editor of ARCE’s Scribe
magazine). An ARCE/Bowers Museum onsite lec-
ture, April 19, 1:30 pm. Fee: $15; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Recorded lecture available one week
after onsite event. Fee: $10, Bowers and ARCE mem-
bers free. Ticket purchase and information:
www.bowers.org.

Archeoastronomy in Baja California, by Pepe Agui-
lar. Lecture of the San Diego County Archaeological
Society, 12122 Canyonside Park Dr, San Diego, April
22, 7:30 pm. Free. Information: https://sdcas.org.

The Harbor of Ancient Corinth: Results from the
2024 Excavation Season, by Dr. Paul Scotton (CSU
Long Beach). Lecture of the AIA, Orange County
Chapter, DeNault Auditorium in Grimm Hall, Con-
cordia University, 530 Concordia West, Irvine, April
27,2 pm. Fee: $10; members free. Information:
https://aia-oc.org/lectures-and-events.

New Archaeology of Ancient Thrace, a Getty Zoom
program will present three lectures: A New Look at
Dynamic Times: Ancient Thrace and Alexander the
Great, by Dr. Margarit Damyanov (National Archae-
ological Institute with Museum — Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences, Sofia); Borderlands: The Northern
Thracians and the Edge of the Greek World, by
Dr. Maria-Magdalena Stefan (Romanian National
History Museum, Bucharest); The Archaeological

Heritage of Aegean Thrace, by Dr. Despoina
Tsiafaki (“Athena” Research Center, Thessaloniki).
April 28, 10 am—12 pm. Free. Information and re-
quired registration: www.getty.edu/calendar/
archaeology-ancient-thrace.

Many past PCAS lectures are available on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/(@pcas-pacificcoastarchaeolo9403.

Classes, Meetings, and Events

Panhe, a Native American gathering and celebration
of protection and preservation, will be held at the San
Mateo Campground, San Clemente, March 30, 10 am—
4 pm. Free. Information: https://sanoparks.org/2025-
panhe-celebration.

Agave Roast, a Native food tasting event. Malki Muse-
um, 11-795 Malki Rd, Banning, April 12, 11 am-3 pm.
Lunch served at noon with suggested donation of $15.
Information: https://malkimuseum.org.

Cultural Landscapes & Indigenous Perspectives on
Desert Ethnobotany, by Elizabeth Paige (Torres Mar-
tinez Band of Cahuilla Indians). A class of the Joshua
Tree National Park Desert Institute, April 13, 8 am—1
pm. Fee: $50, members $40. Information and registra-
tion: https://joshuatree.org/desert-institute-classes.

The 89th Society for American Archaeology Annual
Meeting will be held in Denver, Colorado, April 23—
27, 2025. Information and registration: https://

WwWw.Saa.org.

The San Diego Archaeological Center Annual BBQ
will have food, music, atlatl throw and bow-and-arrow
stations, and a silent auction. April 26, 3—6 pm. Cost
$50, members $40 (presale only), youth (ages 12 &
under) $15, students $20. Information and ticket pur-
chase: sandiegoarchaeology.org/annual-bbg.

The American Rock Art Research Association
(ARARA) 2025 Conference will be held in Visalia,
California, on May 22 —27, 2025. Activities include
presentations, workshops, and field trips to rock art
locations. Information and registration: https://
arara.wildapricot.org.

Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing
prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to news-

letter@pcas.org.
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections.

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:

1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.

2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.

3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.

4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.

5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.

6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.

7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.

8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non—renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.

9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

Zoom Meeting PCAS Speaker Calendar

e Email a new Zoom registration request by May 8, 2025
noon on April 10 to membership@pcas.org. Michael Tucker
You will receive an emailed link to the meet- Unraveling the Mystery: Triangular
ing. Geoglyphs Near Afton Canyon—

e Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome | A Multidisciplinary Investigation
with registration.

e When the presentation starts, please mute

your microphone and turn off your
webcam.

June 12, 2025
Dr. Robert Dello-Russo
Context is Everything: Ruppia cirrhosa and
Dating the White Sands Footprints

PCAS host Steve Dwyer will open the Zoom
meeting at 7 pm to allow time to resolve any No meetings in July and August.
technical problems prior to the beginning of the
PCAS General Meeting and lecture at 7:30 pm.

No in-person meeting in April.
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2025 PCAS Board Members and Committee Contacts

Office
*President
*Vice President
*Secretary
*Treasurer
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
*Voting Board Member
Field Trips
Membership
Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs
Publicist
Quarterly Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship

Zoom Coordinator

*PCAS Board Member

Name

Stephen Dwyer
Joe Hodulik
Megan Galway
Rene Brace
Jane Gothold
Albert Knight
Michael Macko
Patrick Maxon
Ivan Strudwick
Stephen Dwyer
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik

Irene Foster
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

Email
president@pcas.org
vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary(@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org

historian-librarian@pcas.org

knight@pcas.org
macko@pcas.org
pmaxon@pcas.org
strudwick@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org

nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org

newsletter@pcas.org
programs@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

Phone

562-209-0567
949-300-1864
714-501-3717
714-544-6282
562-947-6506
818-426-4730
714-900-1999
949-677-2393
949-553-0666
562-209-0567
714-501-3717
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864

714-828-0942
714-501-3717
562-209-0567

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2025 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip Code
Phone: Email:

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.

I have read and agree to abide by the PCAS Code of Ethics

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)

O Active Member — $45

O Family Membership — $50
O Supporting Member* — $55
O Donor Member* — $75

O Lifetime Member* — $1000

* May be individual or family membership

Subscription Only

Signature
Scholarship Fund

O Quarterly — $50
O Newsletter — $20

WwWww.pcas.org

O Donation $

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html

Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society

PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627-0926
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