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Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 10926, Costa Mesa, California, 92627. Additional information is available 
at www.pcas.org. PCAS is not responsible for delivery of publications to subscribers who have not furnished a 
timely change of address. 

Recent issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available at www.pcas.org and can be 
downloaded and viewed, but not printed. Articles appearing in the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly 
are abstracted in Historical Abstracts and America: History and Life. This issue of the Pacific Coast Archaeological 
Society Quarterly is copyrighted © 2010 by the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society. ISSN 0552-7252.

PCAS Officers 2007

President Megan Galway
Vice President Sandy Schneeberger
Secretary Dorothy DeGennaro
Treasurer Robert Brace

Please note that this issue was published in June 2010. In the PCAS Quarterly publication sequence, this issue is 
Volume 43, Number 3 (subscription year 2007).



iii

Contents

An AMS Radiocarbon Date for a Steatite Hook/Bird Effigy from CA-ORA-340 ............................ 1
Henry C. Koerper and Roger D. Mason

Archaeological Investigations at CA-KER-229, 
Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park, Sand Canyon, California ............................................................ 19
Mark Q. Sutton, Mark W. Allen, Gregory R. Burns, and Blendon Walker

Prehistoric Employments of Pearls in Coastal Southern California with 
Special Attention to Specimens Recovered at Bolsa Chica Mesa, Orange County ......................... 65
Henry C. Koerper and Nancy Anastasia Desautels-Wiley

Cover: Hook/bird effigy from CA-ORA-340. Drawing by Joe Cramer.



iv

About the Authors

Mark Allen, Ph.D., earned his BA in anthropology from the University of Illinois in 1984, and completed an 
MA in 1986 and a Ph.D. in 1994 at UCLA. He has taught at UCLA and Pomona College and is currently an 
Associate Professor at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. He has also worked at several environ-
mental firms as an archaeologist. His research interests include the Mojave Desert, the Pacific Islands, cultural 
ecology, political economy, warfare, and hunter-gatherers. 

Gregory R. Burns is a graduate student at the University of California, Davis, and backcountry archaeologist 
for Yosemite National Park. He has worked in the Great Basin and Southwest since completing undergraduate 
studies at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, in 2008. His research interests include trade, cultural 
diffusion, and conflict in the Mojave Desert and surrounding areas

Nancy Anastasia Desautels-Wiley, Ph.D., began her career studying classical languages; Dr. Desautels-Wiley 
subsequently broadened her scholarly pursuits to include research focused on both prehistoric and historic 
archaeology; she was certified in both subdisciplines by the Society of Professional Archaeologists. Experience 
in New York State prehistory and a strong classical background in history and architecture have served her well 
as research director and principal investigator for the oldest cultural resource management firm, Scientific Re-
source Surveys, Inc. (SRS) (est. 1973). Dr. Desautels-Wiley has managed the longest privately funded cultural 
resource investigations in southern California (29 years). These investigations comprise a multi-site and multi-
disciplinary project that integrates archaeological, historic, ethnographic and paleontological studies. Within the 
last three years, she has expanded her expertise in Native American cultural studies and has recently accepted a 
position as tribal archaeologist for the Chilkat Tlingit Tribal group in Haines, Alaska. She is married to a Tlin-
git/Southern Tutchone Native, Ted Wiley, and they have opened a branch office of SRS in Haines in order to 
train Native American monitors. The company is researching the Tlingit language using the Alaskan field notes 
of J. P. Harrington; the goal is to generate a comparative Tlingit dictionary. 

Henry Koerper, Ph.D., is retired from Cypress Community College but keeps active as a consultant to Statisti-
cal Research, Inc., Redlands Office, and as a consultant to Scientific Resource Surveys, Inc., Orange County 
Corporate Office. His interests outside of California prehistory include American Indians in modern sports, the 
ancient and modern Olympic Games, the California Gold Rush, the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and fire, 
ancient Greek numismatic art, and the history of science.



v

Roger D. Mason, Ph.D., RPA, has been a principal investigator and project manager for cultural resource 
management projects in southern California since 1983. Dr. Mason is currently Director of Cultural Resources 
at ECORP Consulting, Inc. Prior to coming to California, he carried out archaeological research in Mesoamerica 
and Missouri and was educated at the University of Texas. Mason specializes in the prehistoric archaeology of 
the southern California coast. He was Principal Investigator for the Newport Coast and San Joaquin Hills Trans-
portation Corridor archaeological data recovery projects in the San Joaquin Hills area of coastal Orange County. 
Dr. Mason is the author of several published articles that summarize the prehistory of coastal Orange County. 

Mark Q. Sutton, Ph.D., began his career in anthropology in 1968. While still in high school, he took advantage 
of the opportunity to participate in archaeological excavations conducted by the local community college. He 
went on to earn a BA (1972), an MA (1977), and a Ph.D. (1987) in anthropology. He has worked as an archae-
ologist for the US Air Force, the US Bureau of Land Management, and various private consulting firms, and he 
has taught at a number of community colleges and universities. He taught at California State University, Bakers-
field, from 1987 to 2007 where he retired as Emeritus Professor of Anthropology. He now works for Statistical 
Research, Inc. in San Diego. Dr. Sutton works on understanding hunter-gatherer adaptations to arid environments 
but has also investigated entomophagy, prehistoric diet and technology, and optimal foraging theory. Dr. Sutton 
has worked at more than 120 sites in western North America and has published over 160 books, monographs, 
and papers on archaeology and anthropology.

Blendon Walker received his BA in anthropology from CSU Bakersfield and entered the master’s program at 
CSUB. He has worked in the southern San Joaquin Valley, the southern Sierra Nevada, and the Mojave Desert 
and has presented results from his work at the annual meetings of the Society for California Archaeology. His 
work at CA-KER-229 was associated with a possible MA thesis topic. Mr. Walker now works outside of archae-
ology in private industry in Tehachapi, California.


