Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly

Volume 39, Numbers 2 & 3

Issue Editor Matthew A. Boxt

Publication Committee Constance Cameron, Dorothy DeGennaro, Sherri Gust, Polly Kennison,
Jack Lissack, Beth Padon, Chris Padon, Mark Roeder, W. L. Tadlock

Production Editors Beth Padon, Chris Padon

Editor Emeritus Lavinia Knight



Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly

The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly is a publication of the Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society (PCAS), which was organized in 1961. PCAS is an avocational group formed to study and to
preserve the anthropological and archaeological history of the original inhabitants of Orange County,
California, and adjacent areas.

The Publications Committee invites the submittal of original contributions dealing with the history and
prehistory of the area. Although PCAS is especially interested in reports which shed further light on the
early inhabitants of Orange County, it is always interested in reports on the wider Pacific Coast region.

Subscription to the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly costs $35 for calendar year 2007. The
PCAS also publishes a monthly newsletter, which costs $15 for calendar year 2007. There is an additional
postage charge for foreign subscriptions: $9 for the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly and $4
for the PCAS Newsletter. Back issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available
for $12 per single issue (including postage and handling for domestic address). A complete list of the
articles in previous issues is included in the 25-year index published as Volume 25, Number 4, (1989)

and the 5-year supplement published as Volume 32 Supplement (1996). Three Occasional Papers, on
Catalina Island, Mexican Majolica, and the Peralta Adobe, also have been published by PCAS. To place
an order, or to receive information about the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, or to submit an article
for publication, write to: Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 10926, Costa Mesa, California,
92627, email: info@pcas.org. PCAS is not responsible for delivery of publications to subscribers who have
not furnished a timely change of address. Articles appearing in the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Quarterly are abstracted in Historical Abstracts and America: History and Life.

Recent issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly appear on the Internet at www.pcas.org
where they can be downloaded and viewed, but not printed. This issue of the Pacific Coast Archaeological

Society Quarterly is copyrighted © 2007 by the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society. ISSN 0552-7252.

PCAS Officers 2003

President Sandy Schneeberger
Vice President Paul Chace
Secretary Steve O’Neil
Treasurer Rene Brace

Please note that this issue was printed and distributed in June 2007.



Contents

ISSUE EdItOr”S PrEACE ..ooivviiiieeiieeeee ettt e e e e e eaeeeens vii
Matthew A. Boxt

Radiocarbon Confusion Dating: Problems and Prospects
for the Study of Baja California Sur PrehiStory.........cccevvieiiriieiiiieiecece e 1
L. Mark Raab and Matthew A. Boxt

Large Projectiles and the Cultural Distinction of Southern
Baja California: A ReeXamiNation .............ccuevieriiieerieiieieiieiesieeseeeeeseeeesseeseesseeseesseessesseesnesnas 11
Don Laylander

Prehistoric Quarrying and Stone Tool Production
at El Pulguero, Baja California SUr, MEXICO ........cceevueiierieiieieiiieieeeeeieeeenseeseenseeseesseeseesseenneenas 23
Harumi Fujita and Gema Poyatos de Paz

Taller de San José: A Prehistoric Quarry Near San José del Cabo,
Baja California SUr, MEXICO ....ccuiiiiriieiiiieiecieeie ettt sttt b et beeseebeesseseeseesseessesseenaeses 37
Jason L. Toohey

Baja California Sur, Mexico: A Natural Laboratory for
Forager Mortuary ArchaColo@y ... ...ccuvevirrieieriieieeieeie ettt ettt sse e sae e enas 53
Larae Brown and Ann M. Raab

The Dead at El Conchalito: Ancient Burial Practices

on La Paz Bay, Baja California Sur, MEXICO .........ceecuerieriiiieiesiieieeieeie et eeeere e sae e sne e eeas 67
Alfonso Rosales-Lopez, J. Eldon Molto, and Leticia C. Sanchez Garcia

BCS-1, A Las Palmas Mortuary Site in Baja California Sur:

An Archaeo-skeletal INVESHZALION .........covieiirieieeieeie ettt b e sreeseesaeesaeeeas 81

J. Eldon Molto, Joe D. Stewart, Denise Ens, Ben Kaminski, and Harumi Fujita

Previous Articles about Baja California Archacology .........ccocvveveevieviinienieeienieeiesie e 103



About the Authors

Matthew A. Boxt received his B.A. from UC Berkeley and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the
Department of Anthropology at UCLA. He is currently a Lecturer in the CSU Northridge Department of
Anthropology and co-Principal investigator of the UABCS-CSUN Piedra Pintada Archaeological Research
Project.

Larae Brown, a native of San Francisco, attended California State University, Northridge (CSUN), where
she majored in psychology and anthropology. While at CSUN, she found that her interest in archacology
was stimulated by classroom and fieldwork. After completing two years of graduate studies in the CSUN
Department of Anthropology, she transferred to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, to seek a Ph.D. in
Anthropology.

Denise Ens is a bioarchaeologist specializing in paleopathology and stable isotope analysis. Her doctoral
work focused on the relationship between diet and social status during the Shang Dynasty in China. She has
spent most of her professional career working on sites in the Northern Great Plains of Canada. She has also
worked on Archaic Homo sapiens sites in the Ukraine, and protohistoric sites in Mexico. She is presently
lecturing in the Department of Anthropology at Brandon University in Manitoba. Ens can be contacted at
ensd@brandonu.ca

Harumi Fujita received her Bachelor’s Degree in Archaeology in 1985 at the National School of
Anthropology and History in Mexico City (ENAH). Since 1991 she has been an investigator for the
Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia (INAH) in Baja California Sur, Mexico. Fujita has conducted
extensive fieldwork throughout southern Baja California, directing excavations at El Conchalito, El
Médano, Barco Varado, Ensenada de los Muertos 6, and Las Tinas 3. She is presently the Principal
Investigator of the Peopling of America Seen from Espiritu Santo Island, Baja California Sur Project.

Ben J. Kaminski is manager of the Graphics & Photography Department of Lakehead University

in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada. His main interests are in skeletal biology, dealing with technical
illustrations, site mapping and preparing anatomical and skeletal drawings for publication. In the mid-1990s
he was part of a bioarchaeological research team in Baja California Sur. He received his A.O.C.A. from the
Ontario College of Art (Toronto) and his B.A. and Hon. B.A. from Lakehead University.

Don Laylander received a B.A. in History from UCLA and an M.A. in Anthropology from San Diego
State University with a thesis on “Sources and Strategies for the Prehistory of Baja California” (1987).
With Jerry D. Moore, he edited The Prehistory of Baja California: Advances in the Archaeology of the
Forgotten Peninsula (2006). He has also contributed to the PCAS Quarterly, Journal of California and

iv



Great Basin Anthropology, Estudios Fronterizos, Proceedings of the Society for California Archaeology,
Southern California Quarterly, and other publications. He is a Senior Archaeologist with ASM Affiliates in
Carlsbad, California.

J. Eldon Molto is a professor of Bioarchaeological Science at the University of Western Ontario,

London, Ontario, Canada. His research focuses on paleogenetics (morphology and DNA) and
paleoepidemiology of ‘ancient’ desert populations. Currently he is the director of the bioarchaeology
program of the internationally known Dakhleh Oasis Project in Egypt. In the mid-1990s he directed a major
bioarchaeology project in Baja California Sur that focused on reconstructing the Las Palmas population.
Since 1995, he developed two molecular laboratories in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, the Paleo-DNA

lab at Lakehead University which focuses on ancient DNA and Molecular World Inc., which focuses on
forensic DNA analysis.

Gema Poyatos de Paz carned her Bachelor’s Degree in American Anthropology in 1992 at Complutense
University of Madrid, Spain. Her main research interest has focused on cultural ecology, investigating
hunter-gather economies in desert environments. She is currently undertaking graduate work at the
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain.

Ann M. Raab received her B.A. from Avila University and her M.A. in Anthropology from California
State University, Northridge and is a member of the Register of Professional Archaeologists. She has
worked on various field projects in Baja California Sur and on San Clemente Island, California.

L. Mark Raab obtained his Ph.D. in Anthropology from Arizona State University. He has over 30 years
experience as a professional archaeologist in California, the American Southwest, American Southeast,

and Mexico. His research interests include the cultural ecology of prehistoric hunter-gatherer and maritime
prehistory with special emphasis on San Clemente Island, and the application of archacological models and
research designs. Raab is Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at California State University, Northridge,
where he taught from 1984 to 2005, and is currently co-Principal Director of the UABCS-CSUN Piedra
Pintada Archaeological Research Project, and an adjunct professor in the Department of History and
Geosciences at the University of Missouri at Kansas City.

Alfonso Rosales-Lopez obtained his B.A. degree in Physical Anthropology in 1982 in the National

School of Anthropology and History (ENAH) in Mexico City. Since then, he has been a professor of
Scientific Research at the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), working ten years in the
Directorate of Physical Anthropology at the National Museum of Anthropology in Mexico City. Since 1992
Rosales-Lopez has worked at the INAH Center in La Paz, Baja California Sur. His principal interests are
burial customs of ancient peninsular Californians. Rosales-Lopez has worked on various archaeological



excavations and salvage projects throughout Baja California Sur, including El Médano, Barco Varado, El
Conchalito, CICIMAR, EI Centenario, El Carrizal, Chametla, Ensenada de Muertos, and El Mogote.

Leticia C. Sanchez Garcia received her degree in Physical Anthropology in 2000 at the National School
of Anthropology and History in Mexico City (ENAH). Since 1996, she has been a professor of Scientific
Research at the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), working at the INAH Center in La
Paz, Baja California Sur. In La Paz, Sanchez Garcia runs the Laboratory of Anthropological Analysis; her
tasks include the restoration and conservation of all human bone recovered from archeological fieldwork in
Baja California Sur. Her research interests include ondontology, the use of teeth as tools, and the effects of
diet and age on prehistoric human skeletal populations of Baja California.

Joe D. Stewart is an archaeologist and Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at Lakehead University in
Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, where he taught (1975-2003) in the Department of Anthropology and in the
Interdisciplinary Program in Geoarchaeology. He received his Ph.D. in Archaeology from the University
of Calgary. Fieldwork has taken him to many projects from Central America to the high Canadian Arctic.
He is presently co-directing a project in Chihuahua, Mexico. His current research and publications involve
excavations, archacometric materials analyses, and chronometric studies, especially using radiocarbon
dating.

Jason Toohey received his M.A. in Anthropology from California State University, Northridge where his
research focused on lithic resource acquisition and residential mobility in southern Baja California. He is
currently completing his Ph.D. at UC Santa Barbara where his theoretical interests involve ethnogenesis
and militarism within imperial frontier contexts. His current fieldwork is in the northern highlands of Peru.
Toohey can be contacted at jtoohey@umail.ucsb.edu.

Vi



Preface
Matthew A. Boxt

A generation ago, Baja California was viewed by most archaeologists for its presumed limited research
potential. The term “Mesoamerican Siberia,” used to describe the region until the 1980s, reflected the
impression held by many scholars that Baja California couldn’t possibly reveal the kinds of data gleaned
from mainland Mexico, the American southwest or Andean South America. Thankfully, this intellectual
bias has been reversed, with Baja California attracting analysts of international renown. We have learned
that the succession of human cultures in Baja California is among the longest and one of the most varied
known in North America.

In 2007, archaeological inquiry in Baja California continues apace, covering the length of the peninsula
and its offshore islands. Baja California is clearly marked in 14-point bold font on the archaeological

map of the Americas. We are confident that steady progress will continue to be made towards evaluating
the range of economic practices, technologies, mortuary customs, political systems, and ideological
landscapes that were developed by human populations in the context of Baja California’s available
resources, geographical boundaries, and rich history. It is hoped that these seven papers, which focus on the
peninsula’s southernmost Cape Region, demonstrate that the archaeological and historical data bases for
Baja California are not fully realized.

From all over Mexico, the United States, and Canada I have received generous and willing cooperation
from friends and colleagues in assembling the material for this volume. Special thanks are due to members
of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS), who continue to affirm the Society’s long-standing
dedication to publishing reports on Baja California. We are reminded that the PCAS Quarterly published a
paper on Baja California in its inaugural issue of 1965. Since then, every individual working in this region
has recognized the outstanding efforts of the PCAS to disseminate information about new discoveries, or
advance novel insights, historical syntheses, and re-interpretations of traditionally held views. The PCAS’s
41-year commitment to Baja California scholarship is greatly appreciated by the 14 authors that comprise
this volume.

This editor also extends his sincere gratitude to the authors for allowing their articles to be included in
this double issue. Perhaps the greatest responsibility of the professional archaeologist is accountability,
publishing the results of his/her research. And the editor sincerely appreciates PCAS for helping us to
achieve this goal.
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