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Preface to Archaeology of San

Clemente Island, Part 2

Constance Cameron

This issue is the second in a series of four issues of the

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly

publication covering the 1983 and 1984 seasons of the

University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)

archaeological field classes under the direction of Dr.

Clement Meighan. The first issue contained back-

ground information about San Clemente Island as well

as some general findings on dating, chronology, and

other specialized studies. This issue continues with the

specialized studies which cover individual artifact

types, Channel Island rock art, and skeletal analysis.

Much of the student analysis and writing took place in

the fall of 1983 and 1984 during laboratory classes at

UCLA taught by Dr. Meighan. Clem Meighan

continued writing and working with the student

papers. In 1991, David Horner began arranging and

editing the manuscripts while Michelle Titus worked

on organizing the bibliography. We have combined the

references into single bibliographies at the end of each

issue because of the duplications involved with such

specialized areas.

As Dr. Meighan pointed out in Volume 36, Number 1:

“There is some repetition of factual data in the

individual articles; however, we have not eliminated

all duplications. The various authors are utilizing the

same data base for their own purposes and do not

always agree in their conclusions and perspective...

This also allows the individual papers to stand alone

and be usable without continual cross-referencing to

other [chapters].”

We are indebted to Dr. Jo Anne Van Tilburg, who

graciously updated the information in Dr. Meighan’s

rock art chapter and also added to our over-all

knowledge of Channel Islands rock art sites. She

clarified some inconsistencies and added information

which recently became available. Also, Pamela

Maxwell provided the photographs of the effigies in

Chapter 12, except for Figs. 12.9-12.011 which were

taken by Frank Wood.

This manuscript was originally envisioned as a single

volume. Because of its length, it is divided into four

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly

issues. Due to the passage of time, some clarification

of information is not available and many of the

authors could not be contacted for further data. Major

revisions were necessary and, through the years, the

material has been subjected to the tender ministrations

of three very different editors and a committee. Our

publication goal is to provide these early, and in some

cases the first, studies about San Clemente Island

archaeology as background and support to later

research.

People interested in the artifacts and adaptations of

early California Indians will find the articles in these

San Clemente Island issues stimulating. This is an

archaeological world which once occurred along the

coast of the mainland. Unfortunately, most of these

remains are long gone.
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Left to right, Claude Warren, Clem Meighan, and Fred Reinman on the front
porch of the laboratory on San Clemente Island (photo courtesy of Vince
Lambert).
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